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NPARALLELED 
CONFIDENCE. 


NO  higher  tribute  could  be  paid,  no  stronger  recommendation  could  be  given  the  great  Fami-Poultry  books 
here  mentioned,  than  the  fact  that  they  have  been  in  use  at  the  leading  Agricultural  Colleges  and 
Experiment  Stations  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  This  means — if  it  means  anything — that  the 
foremost  instructors  of  Poultry  Husbandry  in  this  country  and  Canada  have  satisfied  themselves  that  Farm- 
Poultry  books  are  unequalled  in  the  vital  essentials  of  reliability  and  dependabilit5\  .  It  will  interest  3'ou,  reader, 
to  note  this  list  of  institutions,  the  Professors  of  which  have  stamped  Farm-POUltry  books  as  the  first  authorities 
on  the  subject  of  proper  poultry  keeping  in  all  its  phases,  and  who  have  admitted  them  as  text  books  for  use 
b}'  students  in  their  poultry  classes.    This  is  the  proof  of  the  "unparalleled  confidence." 
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It  is  a  comparatively  simple  matter  to  publish  a  book  on  poultry  keeping.  It  is  another  matter,  however, 
to  publish  one  in  which  leading  experts  place  implicit  confidence,  and  who  are,  furthermore,  willing  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  its  use  by  their  students.  Every  book  is  sold  under  a  positive  guarantee  that  if  not  entirely 
satisfactory  it  ma}^  be  returned  in  good  condition  and  the  purchase  price  will  be  refunded  immediateh'.  A 
necessaril}^  brief  description  of  the  books  referred  to  here  follows: 


POULTRY-CRAFT. 

The  most  complete,  concise  and  convenient  work  of  its  kind  published — a  gfuide 
book  for  beginners,  a  textbook  for  learners,  a  reference  book  for  working  poul- 
trymen  and  women.  Everywhere  recognized  as  the  standard  work  on  practical 
poultry  keeping.  A  book  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  intelligent,  progressive 
poultry  keeper  to  have.  It  gives  the  gist  of  poultry  knowledge  in  plain  language 
for  people  who  want  plain  facts,  practical  ideas,  and  trustworthy  opinions. 
It  tells  what  to  do,  why  to  do  it,  and  how  to  do  it.  It  covers  its  subject  thoroughly, 
and  its  systematic  arrangement  and  full  index  enable  one  to  refer  in  an  instant 
to  any  topic.  It  is  the  hand  book  of  poultry  culture  for  busj'  people.  It  has 
helped  thousands  to  rightly  decide  how,  when  and  where  to  go  into  poultn,-  keep- 
ing; has  taught  thousands  better  methods  of  poultry- keeping ;  and  has  come  to 
be  recognized  as  the  most  trustworthy  authorit\-  on  poultry  culture.    Price  SI. 50. 


First  Lessons  in  Poultry  Keeping 

FIRST  SERIES. 

Twenty-Three  Lessons  as  Follows  :  Winter  Rations  for  Laying  Stock. 
"Hows"  and  "Whys"  of  Feeding  Laying  Stock  in  Winter.  General  Principles 
and  Rules  for  Pou'ltrj-  Breeders.  Putting  Principles  of  Breeding  into  Practice. 
Hatching  Chicks  With  Hens.  Rearing  Chicks  With  Hens.  The  Care  of  Chicks 
from  Weaning  to  Maturity.  Points  to  be  Considered  in  Poultry  House  Con- 
struction. Two  Plain  Cheap  Poultn,-  Houses  of  Simple  Construction.  Five  good 
Small  Poultry  Houses.  Summer  Management  of  Fowls.  Continuous  Poultry 
Houses.  Incubator  Rooms  and  Brooder  Houses.  Simple  or  So-called  Scientific 
Poultry  Feeding.  Poultry  House  Fixtures.  Poultry  Fences  and  Yards.  Getting 
Ready  for  Winter.  Selecting  and  Fitting  Exhibition  Birds.  Fattening  Fowls. 
Selling  Market  Poultry  and  Eggs.    Selling  Thoroughbred  Poultrj-  and  Eggs. 

Since  the  first  volume  of  the  celebrated  book,  "First  Lessons  in  Pofltry 
Keeping,"  compiled  from  the  great  lessons  which  appeared  serially  in  F.'vrm- 
Poultry  was  first  placed  on  sale.  Experiment  Stations,  Agricultural  Colleges, 
publishers  of  poultry  papers,  and  all  expert  authorities  have  been  singing  its 
praises.  It  has  enabled  thousands  to  obtain  at  a  nominal  cost,  better  service  and 
instruction  than  rendered  by  high  price  Correspondence  Schools.  You  cannot 
conceive  how  thoroughly,  clearly,  concisely,  and  practically,  ever\-  phase  and 
feature  of  ever\-  subject  treated  in  this  book  is  covered.  As  one  College  Professor 
aptly  remarked,  "it  is  a  liberal  poultry  education  in  itself,  and  far  ahead  of  the 
most  expensive  Correspondence  Course."  About  160  pages,  size  6  x  S  3-4  inches, 
printed  on  a  good  quality  of  paper,  and  contains  numerous  appropriate  illustra- 
tions.   Price  50  cents. 


Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor. 

Practical  knowledge  of  poultry  diseases  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  equipment  of 
the  successful  poultryman.  This  book  meets  his  requirements.  Chapter  IV.  is 
especially  designed  to  help  the  non-professional  to  correctly  identify  diseases. 
The  Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor  is  for  practical  everj^-day  use  by  far  the 
most  complete  work  on  the  subject  published.    Price  50  cents. 

Contents.  To  Doctor  or  Not  to  Doctor— When  to  Doctor  and  What  to  Doctor. 
Indications  of  Health  and  General  Symptoms  of  Disease.  General  Rules  for  the 
Prevention  of  Disease.  The  Symptoms  of  Disease.  A  Few  General  Remarks  on 
the  Diseases  of  Poultry,  and.  Their  Treatment.  Colds  and  Diseases  that  Begin 
With  Colds.  Diseases  Due  to  Improper  Foods  and  Feeding.  Some  Peculiarly 
Subtle  and  Dangerous  Diseases.  Diseases  of  the  Reproductive  Organs.  Diseases 
of  the  Skin.  Miscellaneous  .\ilments.  Accidents  and  Injuries.  Internal  Para- 
sites of  Poultry.  Insects  Injurious  to  Poultry-.  The  Vicious  Habits  of  Fowls. 
Molting.    Appendix.  Index. 


First  Lessons  in  Poultry  Keeping 

SECOND  SERIES. 

Twenty  Lessons  as  Follows  :  Inbreeding  and  Line  Breeding.  Some  Com- 
mon Phenomena  of  Breeding.  Market  Duck  Culture.  Goose  Culture.  Turkey 
Growing.  Possibilities  and  Probabilities  in  Poultry  Culture.  Locating  and  Lay- 
ing out  Poultry  Plants.  Kinds,  Breeds,  and  Varieties  of  Fowls.  Stocking  the 
Poultry  Plant.  '  The  Most  Important  Part  of  the  Poultryman's  Equipment.  The 
External  Parasites  of  Poultn,-.  Internal  Parasites  of  Poultn,-.  External  Characters 
of  Poultry,  and  Their  Values.  Poultn,-  Nomenclature  and  Abbreviations.  Eggs 
and  Egg  Production.  Some  Elementar>-  Moral  Science  for  Exhibitors.  Business 
Morality  in  Poultry  Culture.  Winter  Egg  Production.  First  Treatment  of  Sick 
Fowls.    Poultry  Organizations. 

The  "second  series"  of  this  great  work,  as  will  naturally  be  assumed,  deals  with 
more  advanced  problems.  It's  "lessons,"  however,  are  in  logical  succession  to 
those  contained  in  the  First  Series,  and  the  student  who  has,  by  the  help  of  the 
"first  series,"  laid  a  solid  foundation  of  useful  knowledge  in  the  elementaries, 
will  deriye  much  pure  enjoyment,  satisfaction,  and  obtain  a  finish  to  his  educa- 
tion in  poultry  keeping,  bv  a  study  of  the  twenty  lessons  contained  in  this  great 
second  series.  These  additional  "lessons"  are  essential,  inasmuch  as  they  include 
the  ever  important  considerations  of  breeding,  proper  sites  and  arrangement  of 
houses  and  kindred  matters,  as  well  as  lessons  devoted  to  the  money  making 
methods  of  handling  Ducks,  Geese  and  Turkeys. 
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Old  Time  Sports  with  Poultry  in  England. 


IF  IT  HAS  been  said  with  truth  that  a  vokime  might 
he  written  upon  cock  fighting,  assuredly  anotlier 
miglit  fairly  be  tilled  with  an  account  of  the  various 
other  sports,  pastimes,  and  customs  of  which  that  fowl 
was  formerly  the  subject;  though  we  have  no  intention 
of  perpetrating  such  an  infliction  upon  our  readers. 

Cock  fighting,  it  is  said  by  some  writers,  was  originally 
instituted  by  Themistocles  (B.  C.  480) ;  others,  however, 
ascribe  the  honor  (questionable  though  it  may  be)  to 
his  contemporary,  IMiltiads.  The  story,  as  it  is  more 
generally  accredited,  being  told  by  .EUan;  who  says 
that  Themistocles,  whilst  leading  his  troops  against  the 
Persians,  accidentally  seeing  a  cock  tight,  made  use  of 
the  circumstance  to  en- 
deavor to  inspire  his  sohiiers 
with  courage  and  patriotic 
fire;  and  achieving  a  splen- 
did viclory  over  the  enemy, 
the  Grecians  ever  after- 
wards were  accustomed  to 
celebrate  it  by  annual  cock 
tights  —  hence  regarded  in 
the  light  of  consecrated 
and  sacred  institutions. 

Plausible  as  may  seem 
this  story,  we  are  rather 
disposed  to  assign  an  earlier 
date  to  the  introduction  of 
that  sport  into  Greece. 
Palmerius,  another  writer, 
mentions  the  institution  of 
partridge  and  quail  fights 
a.'i  early  as  B.  C.  ooO;  and 
although  Mr.  Pegge,  in  his 
learned  paper  upon  uhe 
subject,  in  one  of  the  vol- 
umes of  the  Archxologia, 
disputes  this  high  antiquity 
for  the  sport,  he  does  so, 
we  think,  with  but  little 
show  of  reason.  ,Esop, 
who  flourished  about  six 
centuries  before  the  Chris- 
tian era,  speaks  in  his  Fa- 
bles (in  which  he  may  be 
presumed  to  have  portrayed 
the  popular  manners  and 
customs  of  the  age  in  which 
he  hved),  of  a  partridge 
"turned  a.mor\g  figliting 
cocks  to  feed."  Cock  fight- 
ing most  likely  originated 
long  prior  to  the  time  of 
Themistocles,  among  the 
nations  of  the  Fast,  who, 

from  the  remotest  period,  appear  to  have  been  (a.s  indeed 
they  continue  at  the  present  day)  passionately  fond  of 
these  combats  with  fowls;  and  in  their  probable  intro- 
duction into  Greece  from  Persia,  for  the  purpose  of 
amusement,  may  be  discovered  the  origin  of  the  appel- 
lation "Persian  birds  ' '  applied  to  those  fowls  —  a  name, 
perhaps,  given  to  them,  not  so  much  to  indicate  their 
own  origin,  (as  some  have  supposed),  as  in  order  to 
designate  the  game  or  sport  they  gave  rise  to. 

By  whomsoever  established  among  the  Grecians,  we 
are  certain  that  the  Athenians  were  the  first  (and  prob- 


ably the  only )  people  by  whom  those  fights  were  legal- 
ized and  publicly  enjoined  and  sanctioned.  Cock  fight- 
ing speedily  became  a  most  favorite  pastime;  and  the 
philosopher  Chrysippus  (B.  C.  ;)20)  did  not  deem  it  un- 
worthy of  him  to  notice  and  extol  the  courage  of  the 
fighting  cock.  Public  shows  or  spectacles  consisting  of 
these  combats  took  place  annually  among  the  inhab- 
itants of  Pergamos,  where,  according  to  Petronius,  it 
was  so  prevalent  that  school  boys  were  promised  a  fight- 
ing cock  by  way  of  reward.  Upon  a  lamp  found  be- 
neath the  buried  ruins  of  Herculaneum  were  represented 
two  cocks  in  an  attitude  that  denoted  them  to  be  en- 
gaged in  a  mortal  conflict;  and  the  representations  of 
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Members  of  International  Poultry  Concress  which  met  In  London,  July  18-24,  1912. 
Front  to  back,  loft,  of  talHe- Mons.  I'.  A.  I'ichot  and  Hr.  Loiael,  ^France);  Mr.  H.  13.  Beanfoi  t,  ( Holland):  Mr.  W.  Hopklns-IoncR.  (Wali-H); 
A  M  Prain  (Scotland);  Konaultent  W.  A.  Kock,  (Denmark):  ProfeaHor  Beeck,  ((ierniany):  and  Mohh.  M.  VanCieldor,  (HelKlum). 

-  .  -Ion.  .Scc'y,  (U.  S.  A.):  Mr.  I'klward  Brown,  Prcsl- 


'From  Moubray'8  "PomestlcrandlOrnzunental  Poultry,".  1854.'edition. 


At  President  table,  left  to  riglit  —  Mr.  C.  E.  .1.  Walklcy,  (England);  Dr.  Kayniond  Pearl,  1 
dent,  and  Mr.  Will  Brown,  (Scotland). 

Front  row  back,  riBht  of  table  -  Mr.  W.  Bevan,  (Cyprus):  Mr.  A.  C.  Dobhs,  (India):  Lt.  Col.  Tliams,  (Norway):  Professor  W  .  K.  (jralmm, 
(Canada);  Mr.  J.  S.  Ciordon,  (Ireland);  Mr.  F.  Dillon,  (Queensland);  and  B.  deGontacharoff,  (Russia). 

cock  fights  repeatedly  found  upon  the  coins  and  gems 
of  the  Greeks,  Dardani,  and  other  people,  evidence  the 
extension  of  the  sport  and  national  importance  it  ac- 
quired. It  was  subsequently  practiced  at  Rome;  though 
it  was  not  thought  so  much  of  there  as  at  Athens— the 
Romans  exhibiting  a  far  greater  passion  for  partridge 
and  quail  fights,  which  hence  became  more  general 
among  them. 

The  introduction  of  cock  fighting  into  England  has 
been  generally  ascribed  to  .lulius  Ctesar,  but  we  believe 
erroneously ;  as  the  passage  in  his  Commentaries,  quoted 
in  support  of  the  assertion,  would  rather  appear  to  prove 
(conclusively  to  our  view)  the  existence  of  that  sport 


among  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Britain  prior  to  the 
landing  of  the  Romans.  Oi'sar's  words  are:  "The 
interior  part  of  F)ritain  is  inhabited  by  tiione  who,  by 
fame  and  report,  are  said  to  be  born  in  the  island  itself. 
*  *  *  They  do  not  deem  it  lawful  to  eat  the  hare,  the 
fowl,  or  the  goose;  nevertheless,  these  animals  are  cher- 
ished (or  brought  up)  for  llie  sake  of  pleuxurc  and  direr- 
sion." 

In  this  passage  Ca'sar  doubtless  refers  to  the  existence 
of  some  semi-religious  ordinance  or  prohibition  of  the 
flesh  of  those  animals  by  the  Druids;  but  it  is  quite 
evident  that  the  primitive  inhabitants  of  these  isles  were 
not  only  acquainted  with  fowls,  but  were  accustomed  to 

breed  them  for  the  sport 
and  amusement  they  af- 
forded. 

The  earliest  distinct  notice 
of  cock  fighting  in  this  coun- 
try, however,  is  to  be  found 
in  a  very  curious  "I)escri]i- 
tion  of  London,"  Ijy  AN'il- 
liam  Fitz-Stephen,  a  writer 
of  the  time  of  Henry  II. 
In  this  work,  which  was 
first  published  by  Stow  in 
].j9S,  the  author  states  that 
the  pastime  was  so  gener- 
ally in  vogue  that  it  was 
the  customary  game  even 
of  school  boys.  "Moreover, 
every  year  on  the  day  which 
is  called  Cnrakali;,  (as  we 
have  all  been  children,  so 
therefore  we  begin  with  the 
games  of  children),  every 
one  of  the  boys  of  the 
schools  bring  their  fighting 
game  cocks  to  their  mas- 
ters; and  that  morning  the 
whole  leisure  of  the  boys  is 
given  to  the  sport,  to  see 
the  fight  of  their  cocks  in 
the  school." 

It  is  not  surprising,  there- 
fore,  that    the  pastime 
thus  encouraged  ( we  might 
almost  say,  taught)  in  the 
school  houses,  should  have 
grown  into  universal  popu- 
larity, and  have  acquired 
the  importance  of  a  national 
sport.    In  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward III.  80  general  had  it 
become  that  it  was  found 
necessary,  in  1  :>()(>,  to  check 
it  ill  a  proclamation  for  the  purpose,  as  it  set  forth,  of 
l)Htting  down  the  practice,  then  so  prevalent,  of  playing 
at  "Idle  and  Unlawful  I'astinies,"  among  which  cor.k 
fighting  was  classed.    Du  Cange  informs  us  that  a  simi- 
lar attempt  was  made  a  century  before  in  France,  where 
combats  with  cocks  were  prohibited  by  an  Act  of  the  ■ 
Council.    But  it  requires  something  more  than  a  royal 
proclamation  or  decree  to  uproot  or  revolutionize  the 
ancient  sports  or  customs  of  a  nation ;  and  cock  fighting 
continued  to  flourish  in  this  country;  and  in  the  time  of 
Henry  VIII.  even  royalty  itself  had  become  reconciled 
to  the  "Idle  and  Unlawful  Pastime;"  and  a  "Ryghte 
royall"  cock  pit  was  added  to  Whitehall  by  that  mon- 
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arch  for  his  own  especial  amusement.  In  consequence 
of  the  mischievous  results  attending  cock  fights,  Queen 
EUzabeth,  in  1569,  issued  a  royal  proclamation  for  their 
suppression,  though  it  does  not  seem  that  her  effort  to 
put  them  down  was  attended  with  any  better  success 
than  the  attempt  made  by  Edward  III.,  as  Stow,  the 
antiquary,  writing  at  the  close  of  the  16th  century,  says: 
"Cocks  of  the  Game  are  still  cherished  by  divers  men 
for  their  pleasure,  much  money  being  laid  upon  their 
heads  when  they  fight  in  pits,  whereof  some  are  costly 
made  for  that  purpose." 

It  is  also  recorded  that  even  the  rigid  Scotchman, 
James  I.,  indulged  himself  tw'ice  a  week  in  the  diver- 
sions of  the  cock  pit.  Charles  II.  had  one  exclusively 
appropriated  to  himself  and  court,  upon  the  spot  now- 
used  for  the  Privy  Council  oflfices;  and  it  is  said  that 
monarch  was  the  first  who  instituted  the  sanguinary 
combat  known  as  the  "Battle  Koyal,"  (in  honor  of  the 
regal  founder),  in  which  a  number  of  cocks,  armed  with 
spurs,  were  set  to  tight  until  one  alone  survived  to 
lament,  as  Alexander  did,  that  he  had  no  rival  left  to 
conquer. 

Aprojm  of  arming  game  cocks  with  artificial  spurs, 
Mr.  Pegge  says  that  it  was  left  to  the  refined  cruelty  of 
the  English  to  invent  that  addition  to  the  legs  of  the 
poor  fowl,  in  order  to  iiicrease  the  bloody  barbarity  of 
the  sport;  but  a  passage  in  Aristophanes,  which  has 
since  passed  into  a  proverb  (tolle  calcar.  d  pugnas)  would 
seem  to  imply  that  this  mode  of  shortening  the  duration 
of  the  conflicts  was  not  unknown  to  the  Greeks. 

During  the  reign  of  the  jMerry  ^Monarch,  the  sunshine 
of  royal  favor  being  extended  to  the  sport,  a  passionate 
love  for  it  pervaded  every  class  of  society,  as  we  are 
informed  by  Burton  in  his  "  Anatomy  of  Melancholy," 
wherein  he  gives  a  general  view  of  the  sports  in  vogue 
in  his  day.  And  in  the  present  state  of  society  we  are 
surprised  to  learn  that  ladies  of  rank  and  education  used 
then  to  frequent  and  comitenance  the  unfeminine  sights 
of  the  pit,  the  pastime  being  apparently  regarded  rather 
as  a  polite  and  fashionable  acquirement.  Thus  Powell, 
in  his  "Cornish  Comedy,"  1696,  introduces  a  yomig  heir 
of  fortune,  who  with  much  point  is  made  to  exclaim: 
"What  is  a  gentleman  without  his  recreations?  Hawks, 
etc.,  and  cocks  with  their  appurtenances  are  true  marks 
of  a  country  gentleman.  jMy  cocks  are  true  cocks  of 
the  Game.  I  make  a  match,  and  £100  or  £200  are  then 
soon  won,  for  I  never  fight  a  battle  under.' ' 

In  Scotland,  cock  fighting  was  formerly  as  usual  at 
the  schools  as  it  was  in  Fitz-Stephen's  time;  and,  ac- 
cording to  Brand,  it  continued  in  vogue  until  nearly  the 
close  of  the  last  century,  the  masters  encouraging  the 
sport  among  their  scholars,  and  claiming  the  craven 
cocks  as  their  perquisite,  under  the  name  of  "fugees," 
or  fugitives.  It  remained  a  favorite  pastime  in  this 
country  also,  down  to  a  period  quite  as  recent.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  suppress  it  in  1736,  by  a  statute 
rendering  it  illegal  to  keep  or  provide  public  pits  for 
such  spectacles ;  but  it  was  unsuccessful,  and  it  was  not 
until  a  sufficiently  strong  feeling  against  it  was  awakened 
in  the  public  mind,  that  it  was  generally  and  efi'ectually 
put  down. 

At  the  present  day,  we  still  occasionally  liear  of 
matches  being  clandestinely  fought  in  some  of  our  re- 
mote rural  districts.  In  Spain,  South  America,  Mexico, 
and  Peru,  it  is  still  extensively  practiced ;  in  the  latter 
state  it  forms  the  fashionable  and  almost  daily  amuse- 
ment or  occupation  of  the  ladies.  It  is  also  general 
among  the  people  of  India,  China,  Malacca,  Java, 
Sumatra,  and  of  almost  all  the  countries  of  the  East, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  exhibit  a  most  incredible  and 
extraordinary  passion  for  it;  so  great,  indeed,  is  their 
love  for  the  sport  that  a  recent  writer  assures  us  in 
the  eastern  peninsula  of  India  you  can  seldom  meet  a 
native  without  a  fighting  cock  imder  his  arm ;  and  as 
soon  as  he  sees  another  with  a  similar  pugnacious  ap- 
pendage, he  sets  his  fowl  down  on  the  ground  ( a  chal- 
lenge never  refused)  and  a  combat  there  and  then  takes 
place  fortJiwith. 

Besides  the  sports  of  the  pit,  there  were  a  great  many 
other  cruel  pastimes  with  cocks  and  hens  very  generally 
practiced  in  this  coimtry  about  Shrovetide,  the  only 
amusement  in  which,  for  the  most  part,  would  appear 
to  have  been  the  barbarity  and  torture  to  which  the 
poor  fowls  were  subjected.  It  has  been  supposed  that 
they  nearly  all  owed  their  origin  to  the  riotous  revellings 
of  the  age  in  which  the  ceremonies  and  corruptions  of 
the  Popish  carnival  were  instituted.  At  a  very  early 
period  of  the  Christian  church,  the  cock  was  selected  as 


the  emblem  of  watchfulness  and  \igilance.  In  this 
symbolical  sense  we  find  the  clergy  in  the  dark  ages 
styling  themselves  "Cocks  of  the  Almighty,"  as  indi- 
cating their  vigilant  and  watchful  care  in  awakening  the 
vulgar  people  to  repentance,  and  in  bringing  them  to 
the  holy  church.  With  a  similar  allusion  also  were 
vanes  in  the  form  of  cocks  (hence  their  name  "  weather 
cock" )  erected  on  the  top  of  church  towers  and  steeples, 
the  earliest  instance  of  one  so  placed  being  recorded  in 
the  ninth  century. 

One  of  the  most  popular  of  these  cruel  diversions  was 
cock  throwing — almost  universally  played  at  the  annual 
wakes  and  fairs  held  at  Shrovetide,  although  Shrove 
Tuesday  was  more  especially  devoted  to  that  pastime. 
A  Uve  cock  was  tied  to  a  pole  or  small  stake,  when  as 
many  as  chose  to  play  amused  themselves  by  casting 
.short  sticks,  or  cudgels,  at  the  poor  bird ;  this  continued 
until  some  lucky  fellow,  with  a  more  .steady  aim  and 
savage  thrust  than  the  other  competitors,  managed  to 
kill  it  by  a  fatal  and  (so  to  speak)  humane  blow  —  the 
cock  being  claimed  by  him  as  a  reward  for  his  dexterity. 
In  a  MS.  in  the  Harleian  collection  (A.  D.  1344)  there 
is  a  very  singular  representation  of  a  school  boy  triumph 
obtained  apparently  at  this  sport.  Two  boys  are  de- 
picted carrying  one  of  their  companions  who  is  holding 
a  cock  in  his  hands;  whilst  a  fourth,  in  the  rear,  bears  a 
banner  on  which  is  painted  a  cudgel,  indicating  the  bird 
to  have  been  won  at  cock  throwing.  The  extent  to 
which  this  barbarous  game  at  one  time  obtained  among 
the  people  of  this  country,  attracted  the  notice  of  our 
French  neighbors,  and  subjected  us  to  the  severe  cen- 


A  "Common  Hen"  and  Her  Brood. 

sure  and  animadversion  of  their  writers.  Erasmus, 
writing  in  the  commencement  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
sarcastically  pretends  to  account  for  the  custom  by  say- 
ing that  on  Shrove  Tuesday  the  English  people  devour 
immense  quantities  of  pancakes  which  drive  them  mad, 
when  they  immediately  fall  to  the  striking  and  killing 
all  the  fowls  they  see  about  them.  But  the  inhuman 
practice  was  not  confined  to  adults  alone,  school  boys 
varying  the  sports  of  the  pit  by  it,  as  is  e\ndent  from 
the  writings  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  who,  describing  the 
period  of  adolescence,  speaks  of  his  skill  in  "casting  a 
cok-stele,"  or  cock  stick. 

Many  and  absurd  are  the  tales  that  various  learned 
authors  have  most  ingeniously  devised  in  their  attempt 
to  explain  (to  their  own  satisfaction,  if  not  to  that  of 
their  readers)  the  origin  of  this  cock  slaying  game ;  these, 
however,  we  may  unhesitatingly  dismiss  at  once  as 
purely  speculative  and  as  nonsensical  as  they  are  imag- 
inary —  readily  admitting  at  the  same  time  our  own  in- 
ability to  furnish  any  better  solution  of  the  mystery, 
deeming  it  by  far  the  wiser  course  (as  another  writer 
observes)  candidly  to  confess  our  ignorance  rather  than 
to  increase  the  accumulated  mass  of  error  by  idle  and 
useless  conjectures.  In  all  probability  the  origin  of  the 
baiting  of  birds  is  to  be  found  in  the  same  barbarous 
lore  of  brutal  amusement  that  gave  rise  to  the  baiting 
of  bears,  buUs,  and  other  animals. 

Brand,  in  his  "Antiquities,"  states,  though  without 
giving  his  authority,  that  cock  throwing  was,  in  16SU, 
resorted  to  by  the  authorities  of  many  of  the  metropoli- 
tan parishes  as  a  means  of  providing  funds /'or  the  relkj 
of  the  poor;  a  plan  worthy  the  attention  of  pauper  farm- 
ers.   Cruel  as  the  sport  was,  it  continued  to  disgrace 


our  national  pastimes,  sanctioned  by  custom  and  un- 
checked by  law,  until  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century.  After  it  was  abolished,  wooden  cocks  upon 
loaded  stands  were  substituted  for  live  ones;  but  the 
charm  of  torture  that  attached  to  the  "genuine  articles" 
being  no  longer  present,  the  mimic  sport  never  was  pop- 
ular, and  it  became  obsolete  even  before  all  traces  of  the 
diversion  it  was  intended  to  supplant  had  entirely  dis- 
appeared. The  only  relic  of  this  once  famous  game, 
however,  that  has  descended  to  us,  exists  in  the  cock  of 
gilt  gingerbread  harmlessly  impaled  upon  slender  sticks, 
that  make  their  appearance  annually  upon  the  cake 
staUs  at  the  fast  disappearing  coimtry  wakes  and  fairs. 

Another  obsolete  custom  was  that  of  threshing  the  fat 
hen,  which  Tusser,  in  his  "Points of  Husbandry,"  1-580, 
styles  one  of  the  feasting  days  of  the  ploughman;  but 
he  alludes  to  it  as  if  it  were  a  pastime  peculiar  to  Essex 
and  Suffolk,  although  it  was  certainly  practiced  in  other 
counties  as  well.  The  manner  in  which  it  was  played  is 
thus  described  by  Hilman,  a  native  of  Surrey,  who,  in 
1710,  published  a  rural  calendar,  (Tusser  Redivivue), 
and  who  had,  it  seems,  witnessed  the  performance  of 
the  ceremony  in  his  own  day : 

"The  hen  is  hung  at  a  fellow's  back,  who  has  also 
some  horse  bells  about  him ;  the  rest  are  blinded  and 
have  boughs  in  their  hands,  with  which  they  chase  this 
fellow  and  his  hen  about  some  large  court  or  small  en- 
closure; the  fellow  with  his  hen  and  bells  shifting  as 
well  as  he  can,  they  following  the  sound,  and  sometimes 
hit  him  and  his  hen ;  other  times,  if  he  can  get  behind 
one  of  them,  they  thresh  one  another  well  favor' dly. 
*  *  *  Afterwards  the  hen  is  boiled  with  bacon,  and 
store  of  pancakes  and  fritters  are  made." 

In  the  Harleian  MS.  which  we  have  already  had  occa- 
sion to  notice,  there  is  a  very  curious  painting  of  a 
Joculator  beating  a  drum  or  tabour  to  a  dancing  dog, 
whilst  a  most  ferocious  looking  game  cock  is  likewise 
' '  tripping  it  hghtly  ' '  upon  a  pair  of  stOts.  A  facsimile 
is  given  by  Strutt  in  his  "Sports  and  Pastimes,"  but  we 
are  disposed  to  think  ( as  he  anticipates  his  readers  may) 
that  it  was  a  mere  trick  of  the  illuminator's  fancy,  as 
we  have  nothing  to  justify  the  belief  that  dancing  cocks 
ever  formed  part  of  our  national  amusements. 

The  Joculator  above  referred  to  ( the  J"yulour  of  the 
Xormans,  and  the  original  of  the  Jugger  of  later  times) 
was  a  person  whose  occupation  consisted  of  ' '  teaching 
animals  to  imitate  the  actions  of  men — to  tumble,  dance, 
and  perform  a  variety  of  tricks."  Anciently  he  was 
a  most  important  personage,  and  filled  an  office  in  the 
royal  household  until  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  fall- 
ing into  disrepute,  he  was  no  longer  appointed. 

The  following  account  of  another  and  even  more 
ridiculous  custom  still,  is  extracted  from  the  fly  leaves  of 
the  "London  Librarian,"  though  upon  what  authority 
the  writer  gives  it,  we  know  not.  "A  singular  custom 
of  matchless  absurdity  formerly  existed  in  the  Enghsh 
court.  During  Lent  an  ancient  officer  of  the  crown, 
styled  the  King's  cock  crower,  crowed  the  hours  every 
night  within  the  precincts  of  the  palace.  On  the  Ash 
Wednesday  after  the  accession  of  the  House  of  Hanover, 
as  the  Prince  of  Wales  (afterwards  Gieorge  II. )  sat  down 
to  supper,  that  oflicial  abruptly  entered  the  apartment 
and,  in  a  sound  resembling  the  shrill  pipe  of  a  cock, 
crowed  'ijcixt  ten  o'clock-.' '  The  astonished  prince,  at  first 
conceiving  it  to  be  a  premeditated  insult,  rose  to  resent 
the  affront,  but  unon  tlie  nature  of  the  ceremony  being 
explained  to  him,  he  was  satisfied.  .Since  tliat  i)eriod 
the  silly  custom  has  been  discontinued." 

At  Micha  lmas  time  a  custom  existed  among  our  fore- 
fathers of  eating  a  green  or  stubble  fed  goose — which,  it 
is  said,  owed  its  origin  to  a  remarkable  historical  event. 
As  the  story  goes.  Queen  Elizabeth,  being  on  her  route 
to  Tilbury  Fort,  stopped  by  the  way  at  the  ancient  seat 
of  Sir  N.  Umfre\'ille,  to  partake  of  his  knightly  cheer 
and  loyal  hospitality:  when,  at  the  "Feast  of  Saynt 
Mychell,"  whilst  enjoying  a  hearty  dinner  of  "roste 
goose,"  a  courier  arrived  with  the  joyful  news  of  the 
loss  of  the  Spanish  Armada;  and  the  queen,  calling  for 
a  bumper  of  Burgundy  wine  to  celebrate  the  event,  its 
anniversary  was  ever  after  observed  on  that  day,  and  is 
even  now  commemorated  on  our  tables  by  a  similar  dish 
— the  custom  surviving  whilst  its  origin  is  forgotten. 

One  other  practice,  as  ingenious  as  it  was  cruel,  at  one 
time  prevailed  in  many  covmtry  places,  of  removing  the 
soot  from  chimneys  by  tying  a  fine  to  the  legs  of  a  goose, 
and  then  letting  it  down  and  pulling  it  up  again,  it  was 
compelled,  by  flapping  its  wings  in  its  struggles,  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  our  modern  chimney  sweeping  machine. 
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Lice. 

TIIKRE  are  a  great  many  varieties  of  lice  and  mites 
att'ei'ting  poultry,  and  so  common  are  these  pests 
that,  unless  a  tlock  has  been  frequently  treated 
remove  them,  a  close  examination  is  almost  sure  to 
reveal  one  or  more  of  the  species  present.    Of  the 
twenty-eightt  distinct  species  of  lice  that  live  upon  or 

within  the  feathers,  or 
upon  the  skin  of  birds, 
there  are  five  species 
found  on  fowls  alone, 
four  on  pigeons,  two  on 
ducks,  five  on  geese,  one 
on  turkeys,  three  on 
guinea  fowl,  and  three 
on  peacocks.  One  specie 
is  found  on  both  guineai 
fowl  and  turkeys,  one  on 
guinea  fowl  and  pea- 
cocks, one  on  guinea 
fowl  and  fowl,  one  on 
fow'l  and  turkeys,  and 
one  on  ducks  and  geese. 

Of  the  species  of  lice 
found  on  fowl,  two  are 
very  common.  Mcmipon  jMillidtun  is  the  most  widely 
distributed  in  this  country,  while  Mmopon  hisenatum, 
another  species  of  the  same  genius,  is  nearly  as  common. 
They  are  very  active,  and  are  found  on  all  parts  of  the 
body,  and  often  crawl  on  the  hands  when  handling  and 
plucking  tiie  birds.  The  other  species  of  lice  which  in- 
ftst  poultry  are  found  confined  to  special  regions  of  the 
heart.  .Vlthough  capable  of  crawling  about,  the  lice  of 
these  species,  for  the  most 
part,  remain  nearly  station- 
ary, often  with  the  head 
buried  in  the  skin,  and 
their  bodies  erect.  Two 
other  species  are  found  liv- 
ing among  the  barbs  of  the 
wing  and  tail  feathers. 

Fowl  lice  difler  from 
mammalian  lice,  and  will 
stay  on  mammals  but  a 
short  time.  Mammalian 
lice  have  a  piercing  organ 
with  which  they  suck  the 
blood  of  tlieir  host,  while 
those  afTecting  poultry  have 
a  biting  moutb  with  which 
they  bite  and  chew  their 
food.  It  is  believed  that 
they  confine  their  opera- 
lions  almost  entirely  to  eating  the  plumage  and  dry 
wales  of  the  skin. 

Lice  rarely  leave  the  fowl's  body  of  their  own  accord, 
'inlesa  it  is  to  pass  from  one  fowl  to  another,  or  to  leave 
a  dead  bird.  At  such  times  they  may  be  found  in  the 
litter  or  about  the  nests  and  roosts.  They  breed  and 
spend  their  entire  hfe  on  the  body  of  the  fowl.  The  eggs 
"  nits  "  are  laid  upon  the  down  of  the  feathers  about 

the  vent,  and  can  be 
found  hanging  in  clus- 
ters. In  about  six  to  ten 
days  they  hatch  into 
small,  pale,  active  lice, 
which  at  once  commence 
to  irritate  the  birds.  It 
has  been  estimated  that 
the  second  generation 
from  a  single  louse  may 
number  twenty-five  hun- 
dred individuals,  and  a 
third  generation  may 
reach  the  enormous  num- 
'>er  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand,  and 
all  of  these  may  be  produced  in  the  course  of  eight 
weeks,  so  that  a  flock,  which  was  supposedly  free  from 
lice,  is  often  found  to  be  swarming  with  them  after  a  few 
weeks'  neglect. 

W.  F.  Schoppe,  Assistant  Professor  of  Animal  Industry,  University 
o(  Maine,  In  "Timely  Helps  for  Farmers,"  Vol.  5,.No.  U. 
*Note:  D.  E.  Salmon's  Diseases  of  Poultry. 
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It  is  not  many  years  since  there  was  a  general  belief 
in  the  spontaneous  generation  of  lice  from  accunuila- 
tions  of  dirt  and  fifth,  and  a  remnant  of  this  belief  still 
lingers  in  many  minds.  Investigation  has  shown  this 
teaching  to  be  without  foundation,  and  that  the  theory 
of  spontaneous  generation  of  lice  and  other  insects,  and 
even  of  the  smallest  of  organisms,  is  untrue.  Lice  an<i 
other  external  parasites  do  not  arise  from  dirt  and  filth 
about  the  poultry  plant,  but  such  conditions  make  ex- 
cellent breeding  places,  and  are  proof  of  a  laxity  in  car- 
ing for  the  birds,  in  a  new  poultry  plant,  or  one  that 
has  been  kept  practically  free  from  lice,  these  pests  may 
suddenly  be  found  in  hoards,  for  there  is  always  the 
liability  of  their  being  introduced  with  purchased  fowls, 
or  with  birds  that  have  become  infested  at  shows  and 
other  places.  Contagion  must  therefore  be  accepted  as 
the  cause  of  this  plague,  and  it  should  be  so  guarded 
against. 

The  conditions  which  favor  llie  multiplication  of  lice 
and  other  external 
parasites  are  found 
partly  in  the  birds 
and  partly  in  the 
surroundings.  Un- 
healthy or  unthrifty 
birds,  or  those 
which   from  any. 
cause  lack  strength 
and  vigor,  are  most 
subject  to  the  at- 
tacks of  such  para- 
sites, and  may  be 
found  literally  cov- 
ered with  them 
when  other  mem- 
bers of  the  flock  are 
comparatively  free 
from  their  attacks. 
For  similar  reasons 
some  varieties  of 
birds  are  much 
more  likely  to  be 
infested  with  ver- 
min than  others  under  the  same  conditions.  There 
are  birds  so  strong,   healthy,    and  vigorous  that  lice 
cannot  thrive  upon  them.     Exercise,  proper  feeding, 
pure  air,  all  have  a  tendency  to  keep  the  birds  in  a  con- 
dition unfavorable  to  the  existence  of  the  parasites.  On 
the  other  hand,  accumulations  of  manure  and  filth, 
close  confinement  of  the  birds,  lack  of  dusting  places, 
buildings  with  crevices  in  which  the  insects  may  hide, 
and  damp,  dark,  and  badly  ventilated  houses  are  con- 
ditions which  favor  the  parasites  and  lead  to  their  rapid 
development. 

In  order  to  rid  the  poultry  plant  of  these  pests  it  is 
necessary  to  remove  all  conditions  which  are  favorable 
to  them.  With  ordinary  cleanliness  and  suitable  pro- 
vision for  the  fowls  dusting  themselves,  there  should  be 
little  difliculty  for  healthy  birds  to  keep  themselves 
nearly  free  from  lice. 

It  is  necessary  to  have  a  sunny,  well  ventilated  house 
in  which  damp  droppings  and  litter  are  never  allowed  to 
accumulate,  and  to  provide  suitable  dusting  places  for 
the  fowl.    These  dusting  places  should  not  consist  of  a 
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mouth  parte;  diand  e,  young.  All  enlarired.  Woods,  after  Osborn 


small  box  large  enough  for  only  one  lien,  but  HbowUI  he 
at  least  four  feet  Hqunre.  The  dust  which  is  put  into 
them  should  ])referably  be  a  sandy  loam,  as  such  dirt 
does  not  injure  tlie  feathers  as  does  coal  aslieH  and 
similar  materials.  This  box  should  be  put  in  a  nunny 
place,  and  ,so  arranged  that  it  is  not  in  a  draft. 

.\  routine  method  of  kipping  the  poultry  plant  free 
from  lice  is  practiced  by  the  Maine  JOxperimcnt  Station, 
and  is  described  in  Circular  No.  352  of  that  station  an 
follows: 

"All  hatching  and  rearing  of  chickens  is  done  in  in- 
cubators and  brooders.  The  growing  chickens  are  never 
allowed  to  come  into  any  contact  wiiatever  with  olil 
hens.  Therefore,  when  tlie  pullets  are  ready  to  go  into 
the  laying  houses  in  the  fall  they  are  free  from  lice. 
Sometime  in  the  late  summer,  usually  in  .\ugUHt  or  early 
in  September,  the  laying  houses  are  given  a  thorough 
cleaning.  They  are  first  scraped,  scoured  and  waslieil 
out  with  water  thrown  on  the  walls  and  lioor  with  iw 
much  pressure  as  jiossible  from  a  hose.  Tliey  are  then 
given  two  thorough  sprayings,  with  an  interval  of 
several  days  intervening,  with  a  cresol  solution  made  up 
as  follows: 

"  :\Iea8ure  out  ?,  l-.j  quarts  of  raw  linseed  oil  in  a  4  or 
o  gallon  stone  crock ;  then  weigh  out  in  a  dish  1  lb.  «  oz. 
of  commercial  lye  or  "  Babbit's  potash."  Dissolve  this 
lye  in  as  little  water  as  will  completely  dissolve  it.  .Start 
with  ]4  pint  of  water,  and  if  this  will  not  dissolve  all 
the  lye,  add  more  water  slowly.  l>et  this  stand  for  at 
least  three  hours  until  the  lye  is  completely  dissolved 
and  the  solution  is  cold ;  then  add  the  cold  lye  solution 
very  slowly  to  the  lin- 
seed oil,  stirring  con- 
stantly. Not  less  than 
five  minutes  should  be 
taken  for  the  adding 
of  this  solution  of  lye 
to  the  oil.  After  the 
lye  is  added,  continue 
the  stirring  until  the 
mixture  is  in  the  con- 
dition and  has  the  text- 
ure of  a  smooth  homo- 
geneous liquid  soap. 
This  ought  not  to  take 
more  than  a  half  hour. 
Then  while  the  soap 
i.s  in  this  li(|uid  state, 
and  before  it  has  a 
chance  to  harden, add, 
with  constant  stirring, 
H34  quarts  of  commer- 
cial cresol.  The  cresol 
will  blend  perfectly 
with  the  soap  solution  and  make  a  clear,  dark  brown 
fluid.  The  resulting  solution  will  mix  in  any  proportion 
with  water  and  yield  a  clear  solution. 

"  Oesol  soap  is  an  extremely  powerful  disinfectant. 
In  the  station  poultry  plant  for  general  purpo.ses  of  dis- 
infecting the  houses,  brooder  houses,  incubators,  nests, 
and  other  wood  work,  it  .should  be  used  in  a  ^fn  solution 
with  water.  Two  or  three  tablcspoonfuls  of  ^the  cresol 
soap  to  each  gallon  of  water  will  make  a  satisfactory 
solution.    This  solution  may  be  applied  through  any 

kind  of  spray  pump  or  with 
a  brush.  Being  a  clear, 
watery  fluid  it  can  be  used 
in  any  spray  pump  without 
difliculty. 

"  After  several  days  all  the 
roosting  boards,  nests,  floors, 
and  walls,  to  a  height  of 
about  -1  feet,  are  thoroughly 
sprayed  with  a  lice  paint 
containing  parts  kerosene 
and  1  part  crude  carbolic 
acid.  Finally,  any  yearling 
or  old  birds,  whether  male 
or  female,  which  are  to  be 
kept  over  for  the  next  year's 
work,  are  given  two  or  three 
successive  dustings,  at  inter- 
vals of  several  days  to  a 
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week  between  'each  application,  with  a  lice  powder, 
which  is  made'in  the  following  way : 

"Take  :) 'parts  of  gasolene,  1  part  of  crude  carbolic 
acid.* 

"To  get  the  proper  results  only  the  !)(t-!Jo'/<  carbolic 
acid  siioiiid  be  used  for  making  the  lice  powder.  Weaker 
acids  are  inefiective." 

"Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  sucli  strong, 
crude  carbolic  acid  locally  in  this  state,  at  a  reasonable 
price,  it  has  been  found  by  experimenting  that  cresol 
would  give  as  gootl  results  as  the  highest  grade  crude 
carbolic.  Therefore,  the  directions  have  Ijeen  modified 
as  follows  :t 

"  Take  three  parts  gasolene  and  I  i)art  crude  carbolic 
acid  yO-9-5%  pure.  Or  ?>  parfe  gasolene  and  1  part  cresol. 

"  Mix  these  together,  and  add  gradually  with  stirring 
enough  plaster  of  paris  to  take  up  all  the  moisture.  As 
a  rule,  it  will  take  about  4  quarts  of  plaster  to  1  quart  of 
the  liciuid.  The  exact  amount,  however,  must  be  deter- 
mined by  tlie  condition  of  the  i^owder.  When  enough 
powder  has  been  added,  the  mixture  should  be  a  dry, 
pinkish  brown  powder,  having  a  fairly  strong  carbolic 
odor  and  a  rather  less  pronounced  gasolene  odor. ' '  *. 

In  dusting  birds  it  is  necessary  that  the  powder  should 
be  well  worked  into  the  feathers.  Orasp  the  bird  by  the 
legs,  hold  it  ©ver  a  box  so  as  to  catch  all  the  powder  that 
does  not  lodge  in  the  feathers,  and  begin  by  working  the 
powder  into  the  fluff  feathers  about  the  vent,  between 
the  legs,  and  under  the  wings,  working  it  into  the  featli- 
ers  at  the  base  of  the  tail  down  the  back  and  finally  in- 
to the  neck  feathers.  The  powder  should  be  well  worked 
into  the  base  of  the  feathers,  so  that  the  skin  is  covered. 
One  application  is  not  sufficient.  There  should  be  three 
or  four  at  intervals  of  a  few  days  in  order  to  kill  the 
lice  as  fast  as  they  are  hatched.  Hens  that  are  to  be 
used  for  natural  incubation  should  be  dusted  at  least 
three  times ;  once  when  they  are  first  put  on  the  nest, 
again  about  the  twelfth  day,  and  finally  just  before  the 
eggs  pip.  Treat  the  hen  and  chicks  again  when  taken 
from  the  nest,  and  at  intervals  of  a  week  until  three 
weeks  of  age. 

On  the  little  chicks  the  lice  will  be  found  about  the 
head  and  under  the  wings.  The  usual  method  of  treat- 
ment is  to  grease  these  parts.  An  ointment,  which  has 
been  recommended,  is  made  as  follows : 

§"To  one  teacup  of  soft  lard,  vaseline,  or  sweet  oil, 
add  a  teaspoouful  of  kerosene.    Mix  thoroughly." 

In  applying,  start  well  back  of  the  head  and  work  for- 
ward, rubbing  the  ointment  well  into  the  skin.  The 
chicks  should  not  be  allowed  out  in  the  strong  sun  for 
several  hours,  or  until  the  ointment  has  nearly  disap- 
peared. 

Hens  returning  from  a  show,  or  that  have  been  in  the 
coop  several  days,  should  be  well  dusted  before  being 
allowed  to  run  with  the  rest  of  the  flock.  It  is  also  well 
to  dust  all  sick  birds,  as  it  is  on  these  birds  that  lice 
thrive  best,  since  they  are  not  able  to  combat  them. 

Mites. 

of  the  eighteen  species  of  mite  parasites  upon  fowl, 
only  four  are  sufficiently  injurious  and  widely  distributed 
to  be  of  great  economic  importance. 

The  "common  chicken  mite"  or  "red  chicken  mite," 
Dennanysms  gallimv,  is  without  doubt  the  worst  and 
most  widely  distributed.  It  is  present  in  almost  every 
poultry  house  that  is  not  kept  clean,  and  when  found  in 
large  numbers  is  a  serious  pest.  This  mite  is  very 
small,  (little  more  than  ]A  a  millimeter  long),  and  when 
empty  are  gray  with  dark  spots,  but  usually  appear  some 
shade  of  yellow  or  dark  red,  according  to  the  amount  of. 
fowl's  blood  they  contain.  They  infest  the  fowl  only  to, 
feed,  and  spend  the  rest  of  their  time  on  the  underside 
of  the  roosts,  in  cracks  and  crevices,  under  collections 
of  dro])pings  or  other  tilth  and  in  and  about  the  nests, 
especially  if  the  nesting  material  is  dirty  straw. 

The  mites  breed  in  these  places.  A\'hen  the  young 
first  appear  they  are  white  and  have  only  six  legs.  At 
first  they  probably  live  on  filth  and  decayed  wood,  but 
soon  begin  to  infest  the  fowl.  After  a  few  days  they 
shed  their  skin  for  the  first  time  and  then  have  eight 


•This  powiier  was  orlglimUy  invented  by  Mr.  K.  0.  Lnwiy,  I'onnerly 
of  tbe  poultry  department  of  Cornell  University. 

tMalue  Experiment  Station  on  Poultry  Diseases. 

iThe  efficiency  o(  this  powder  Is  greater  than  of  auy  other  known  to 
the  writer.  Mr.  Clarence  Dunlap,  In  a  recently  conipletud  Thesis,  re. 
ports  that  Saylor's  lice  powder  Rave  as  satisfactory  results  as  did  the 
Maine  Experiment  Station  powder,  and  doubtless  there  are  others 
that  are  equally  as  good. 
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legs.  During  the  process  of  growth  the  skin  is  shed 
several  times,  and  it  is  these  cast  off  skins  that  are  often 
seen  as  a  white  powder  about  the  roosts. 

Mites  are  able  to  live  and  reproduce  for  months  with- 
out animal  food,  but  when  fowl  are  present  the  older 
larvji'  and  adult  mites  depend  upon  the  blood  of  the  fowl 
for  food.  They  usually  attack  the  birds  at  night,  but 
when  thick  are  often  found  on  laying  or  brooding  hens 
during  the  day.  These  mites  pierce  the  skin  with  their 
needle-like  jaws  anri  suck  tbe  blood.  So  ravenous  is  this 
pest  in  its  attack  that  the  birds  soon  become  emaciated 
and  dejected  in  their  appearance,  stop  laying,  and  lose 
weight  rapirlly.  Sitting  hens  are  often  driven  from  their 
nest.s  and,  in  case  of  persistent  sitters,  are  sometimes 
killed.  Even  if  the  hens  survive,  the  chicks  are  in  great 
danger,  as  the  mites  will  attack  them  as  soon  as  hatched, 
and  may  even  kill  them  before  they  are  able  to  get  out 
of  the  shell. 

Trefitment :  While  what  has  been  said  concerning  the 
general  care  and  sanitation  of  the  poultry  ])lant  in  con- 
trolling lice  applies  to  mites,  yet  the  method  of  combat- 
ing them  must  differ. 

Above  all  things  the  houses  must  be  kept  clean,  dry. 


-T^  SEPTEMBER  |! 

well  ventilated,  and  so  arranged  as  to  admit  plenty  of 
sunshine.    In  such  houses,  with  the  frequent  use  of  1 
strong  sprays,  there  should  be  little  danger  of  trouble 
from  mites.    To  eradicate  the  pests,  the  first  step  should 
be  a  thorough  cleaning  of  the  house,  washing  the  floore.  . 
walls,  roostfi,  and  nests  with  hot  water,  or  with  a  stream 
of  water  under  the  highest  presj;ure  that  can  be  obtained 
from  the  hose;  then  thoroughly  spray  or  paint  with  a 
•5%  solution  of  cresol  (made  as  previously  descriljed).  f 
Another  spray  which  the  writer  has  found  i-o  l>e  very  | 
effective  is  maile  as  follows:    To  1  gallons  of  whitewash  ~ 
add  1  quart  of  cresol  and  1  quart  of  kerosene;  mix  thor- 
oughly.   The  whitewa.«h  shoul'l  be  .strained  through  a  - 
fine  sieve,  or  trouble  will  be  experienced  in  using  it  in  a 
spray  pump.  Still  a  third  spray  is  made  of .'!  parts  kero- 
sene to  1  part  crude  carbolic  acid.    The  liijuid  should  be 
put  on  with  a  spray  pump  or  with  a  brush.    I  se  plmlf 
of  solution  and  spray  thoroughly.    Every  crack  and 
crevice  should  be  flooded.    After  a  few  days  it  will  be 
necessary  to  spray  again  to  kill  the  mites  which  ham 
hatched  since  the  first  application.    After  this  thoron^ 
cleaning  and  spraying,  the  mites  can  be  kept  in  check 
by  two  or  three  .=prays  each  year. 


The  Inevitable  End. 


OUlv  copy  of  the  report  of  the  South  Australian 
laying  competitions  for  1910  —  lilll  must  have 
been  long  delayed,  for  here  comes  the  report 
for  1911 — 1912.  The  most  interesting  thing  we  find  in 
this  is  the  great  big  danger  signal  hung  out  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  "General  Observations"  of  the  ex- 
pert in  charge  of  the  work : 

"  It  is  very  noticeable  among  some  of  the  birds  which 
have  been  bred  from  some  recognized  laying  strains  that 
they  are  becoming  very  small  and  weedy  in  appearance, 
and  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  heavy  laying  has  been 
maintained  in  these  birds,  which  their  ancestors  were 
duly  noted  for.  Various  troubles  have  arisen  which, 
though  small  at  the  present  stage,  point  to  a  decided 
weakening  of  the  constitution;  and  also  point  to  a  limit 
having  been  reached  in  some  systems  of  mating  which 
will  have  a  disastrous  effect  if  continued  much  longer  on 
the  same  lines,  and  become  a  matter  for  regret  if  con- 
stitution is  sacrificed  for  the  sake  of  a  few  more  eggs. 
Secondly,  it  has  been  a  too  prevalent  occurrence  during 
the  test  to  have  to  treat  birds  sufl'ering  from  troubles  of 
the  reproductive  organs.  This  points  clearly  to  a  loss 
of  strength  in  the  internal  organs,  and  although  this 
trouble  has  not  yet  become  a  common  one,  I  feel  it  is 
high  time  a  warning  note  was  sounded,  as  it  is  a  weak- 
ness which  is  going  to  prove  very  costly  if  not  erad- 
icated. A  number  of  birds  have  shown  weakness  in 
various  directions,  such  as  weakness  in  the  legs,  which 
have  suddenly  given  way  when  the  birds  have  used  a 


little  more  than  ordinary  energy  in  traversing  the  yard. 
Again,  some  have  shown  a  sort  of  paralysis,  apparently 
of  the  brain,  the  victims  making  several  complete  circtes 
within  a  small  compass,  and  appearing  ((uite  dazed  and 
stupid  for  some  minutes.  These  matters  require,  I 
think,  an  infusion  of  new  and  invigorating  blood  in  thi' 
breeding  systems,  and  tend  to  bear  out  my  previous  W 
mark  that  breeding  on  certain  lines  has  proceeded  far 
enough." 

The  expert  rinds  a  lesson  for  others  in  the  conditione 
noted,  but  apparently  fails  to  note  that  the  facts  give  af 
plain  a  warning  to  himself  and  all  those  who  maintun 
that  the  extreme  high  results  in  the  Australian  compe- 
titions, or  anything  approaching  them,  can  be  contin* 
ously  maintained  in  any  family  or  '  'strain' '  of  fowls. 

Indeed,  we  do  not  have  to  wait  until  hens  get  into  the 
"•200-egg"  class  to  see  that  heavy  laying  diminishee 
vitality.  The  tendency  is  so  pronounced  long  before 
that  point  is  reached  that  no  careful  and  candid  observer 
can  fail  to  see  it.  By  giving  the  birds  extra  good  care^ 
and  by  breeding  only  from  the  most  vigorous  hea\-y  lay- 
ers, the  conditions  noted  in  the  above  quotation  may  be 
postponed,  but  always  it  is  only  a  (juestion  of  time. 
Sooner  or  later  the  most  carefully  managed  stock  wiB 
show  the  wear  of  heavy  egg  production. 

On  paper,  a  breeder  may  guanl  against  this  Ijy  care- 
fully introducing  fresh  bU)od.  In  practice,  the  results 
of  doing  this  are  very  uncertain. 


The   "Strain"  Fallacy. 


THE  principal  result  of  laying  competitions,  and  the 
exploitation  of  laying  competitions  to  date,  ap- 
pears to  be  to  give  wide  currency  to  the  '  'strain 
fallacy,"  which  is  simply  a  variation  of  the  "breed 
fallacy." 

The  novice  in  poultry  keeping  usually  lacks  intelligent 
ideas  of  the  nature  of  breeds.  That  being  the  case,  it  is 
difficult  to  describe  his  idea  of  a  breed,  l)ut  in  a  general 
way  his  conception  of  a  breed  approaches  the  estab- 
lished scientific  idea  of  a  species.  He  regards  it  as 
something  (juite  distinct  and  having  every  character 
well  fixed.  He  also  supposes  that  in  pure  bred  fowls 
individuals  are,  or  should  be,  in  every  respect  identical. 
Further,  the  average  nonce  seems  to  suppose  that  two 
diflerent  breeds  cannot  be  alike  in  any  respect;  that 
they  differ  necessarily;  that  as  between  Wyandottes 
(for  instance)  and  Plymouth  Rocks  there  must  be  fixed, 
regular  differences  in  size,  egg  production,  hardiness, 
and  every  other  quality. 

Possessed  of  such  ideas  as  these,  the  novice  first  seeks 
to  find  the  best  breed,  or  the  breed  best  for  his  purpose. 
In  this  pursuit  he  often  wanders  among  the  breeds  for 
years,  frequently  finding  that  the  specimens  of  a  certain 
breed  which  he  has  obtained  do  not  meet  the  common 
specifications  for  that  breed.  Thus  he  learns  that  there 
are  diflerences  within  breeds  like  the  diflerences  he  sup- 
posed there  were  between  breeds,  and  he  finds  that  these 
differences  are  called  strain  differences — one  f^tmin  meets 


requirements,  another  does  not;  one  strain  produces 
heavy  layers,  another  does  not,  etc.,  etc.  So  he  con- 
cludes that  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  get  stock  of  one  of 
the  good  strains.  He  supposes  that  having  secured  this, 
all  his  troubles  on  account  of  stock  will  be  over. 

The  experiences  of  novices  (some  of  whom  are  novices 
of  many  years  standing)  with  "strains"  of  fowl.^  of  high 
repute  are  variable.  Some  get  results  which  convince 
them  that  the  "  strain  "  is  all  that  is  claimed  for  it,  and 
that  "  strain  "  is  what  counts.  Some  get  good  results 
from  the  new  stock  for  a  little  while,  but  it  soon  <le- 
teriorates  in  their  hands.  Some  get  disappointing  re- 
sults from  the  first.  In  a  measure,  these  results  are  due 
to  the  effects  of  changes  of  conditions  on  the  stock;  hut 
to  a  much  greater  extent  they  depend  upon  the  poultry 
keeper. 

In  the  natural  course  of  events,  a  person  of  ordinary 
intelligence  and  common  sense  gradually  learns  by  ex- 
perience and  by  practice.  A  person  doing  mechanical 
work  of  some  kinds  spoils  material  at  first,  but  with  in- 
struction and  practice  soon  gets  out  of  that  stage.  It  is 
the  same  way  with  poultry  stock.  One  may  spoil  good 
stock  so  that  it  is  past  restoring  to  its  original  condition, 
except  by  years  of  careful,  expert  management,  and  may 
do  this  repeatedly,  yet  after  a  time  reach  that  degree  of 
proficiency  that  enables  him  when  he  gets  good  stock 
again  to  get  good  results  from  it  regularly. 

Then  he  credits  his  success  to  the  strain  and  to  the 
man  from  whom  he  secured  it.  There  is  credit  due 
both,  but  the  greatest  credit  for  results  is  to  the  poultry 
keeper  himself,  or  herself.  Xo  matter  how  good  the 
stock  may  be,  unless  it  is  managed  well  it  will  not  give 
good  results  long.  That  is  why  nearly  all  the  talk  about 
the  importance  of  strain  that  is  going  the  rounds  noff' 
adays  is  misleading  to  novices. 


Napoleon    Moneychaser- Poultry  Editor. 


CHAPTER  XXII. —  Oldsport  Puts  One  Over  on 
the  Old  Man. 

OI.DSPOKT,  who  (lid  not  happen  to  be  at  the  poul- 
try show  at  which  the  meeting  of  the  Poultry 
Breeders'  Association  was  held,  got  the  lirst 
news  that  his  father-in-law,  after  turning  down  his  sug- 
gestion, in  conversation,  had  taken  the  first  convenient 
opportunity  to  act  upon  it,  did  not  hear  of  the  event 
until  ahout  two  weeks  later  when  he  received  a  letter 
from  the  secretary,  enclosing  an  application  blank,  and 
urging  him  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  distinguished 
relative  by  marriage.  His  first  feeling  was  one  of  anger 
wward  Moneychaser  for  having  put  him  in  the  position 
of  following,  after  having  ostensibly  turned  down  his 
suggestion,  but,  on  reflection,  he  thought:  "  AVell, 
where  I  was  lame  was  in  not  sending  in  my  own  appli- 
cation at  the  time.  I've  only  myself  to  blame.  I>ive 
and  learn.  The  old  man  scores  one  on  me  this  time, 
but  only  ho  and  I  know  it,  and  some  of  these  days  I'll 
just  pay  him  ot\  in  his  own  coin  with  compound  inter- 

CSV. 

Taking  this  philosophical  view  of  the  situation,  Old- 
sport  promptly  sent  in  his  own  application  and  fee,  and, 
with  it,  that  of  Matty  Keystone ;  but  said  nothing  at  all 
to  Moneychaser  about  the  matter,  and  advised  Matty  to 
keep  quiet  also,  and  see  what  the  "old  man"  proposed 
to  do.  Oldsport  himself  had  just  returned  from  one 
trip,  and  was  leaving  almost  immediately  on  another 
that  would  keep  him  away  from  home  for  over  a  month. 
So  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  see  advance  proofs  of  the 
account  of  the  meeting  which  Moneychaser  had  pre- 
pared, and  of  such  editorial  comments  as  he  would 
make.  He  looked  forward  to  receiving  the  next  issue  of 
the  paper,  while  on  his  travels,  with  more  than  ordinary 
interest  and  curiosity. 

The  first  he  heard  of  it  was  when  visiting  a  Massa- 
ohuaetts  breeder,  with  whom  he  passed  the  night.  When 
they  were  talked  dry  on  other  matters  this  breeder  re- 
marked: "Say,  I  notice  in  the  copy  of  the  Advertiser 
I  got  yesterday  that  there  is  a  long  editorial  about  boost- 
ing the  Poultry  Breeders'  Association,  and  that  Money- 
chaser has  joined  it  and  been  elected  second  vice-presi- 
dent. What's  he  up  to  now?  He's  always  been  chief 
knocker.  I  can't  imagine  him  going  into  anything  un- 
less he  sees  something  in  it  for  himself." 

"  Perhaps  you  are  not  aware  that  besides  being  my 
1)088  Mr.  Moneychaser  is  a  relative  of  mine  —  by  mar- 
riage," remarked  Oldsport,  cool  as  could  be. 

"I  didn't  know  it,  but  that  does  not  afl'ect  my  opinion 
of  his  habit  of  working  for  number  one.  I  might  not 
have  expressed  it  so  plainly  if  I  had  understood  that  it 
would  hurt  your  feelings." 

"Hurt  my  feelings  —  not  a  bit.    It  wouldn't  hurt  the 
old  man's  a  particle,  so  why  should  I  let  it  hurt  mine? 
Why,  the  old  man  doesn't  in  the  least  object  to  being 
called  shrewd,  a  crook,  schemer,  grafter,  or  anything 
else  that  suggests  that  he  is  an  adept  in  getting  things 
that  are  gettable ;  but  he  likes  to  have  people  say  it  in  a 
pleasant  tone  of  voice.    "What  irritates  him  is  to  have 
I  someone  say  it  in  a  tone  which  impUes  that  he  ought 
I  not  to  have  universal  encouragement  in  his  plans  for  at- 
taching all  that  he  wants.    I  didn't  catch  any  of  that 
'  tone  in  your  remark." 

1  "It  might  have  been  there,  for  all  that,"  was  the  re- 
ply.  "The  only  thing  that  surprised  me  was  that  he 

I  was  willing  to  accept  the  ohfice  of  second  vice-president. 

'  I  would  suppose  nothing  but  president  would  do  for 
him." 

"Idsporl  had  not  heard  before  that,  in  addition  to 

joining  the  association,  the  editor  had  been  elected  to 
'  office  in  it.  The  association  had  little  prestige  among 
I  tbe  breeders,  and  few  of  them  knew  or  cared  who  were 
I  its  officers.  But  although  this  was  news  to  him,  ( )ld- 
I  sport  showed  no  surprise.  He  merely  remarked :  "I'rob- 
!  ably  he's  too  busy  to  serve  as  president  this  year.  What 

'i'l  he  say  about  the  organization?  ' ' 
'  Read  it  for  yourself,"  said  the  breeder,  turning  over 

^  pile  of  papers  on  a  table,  and  handing  him  the  Ad- 

'frtiser. 

Oldsport  leaned  back  in  his  chair  and  read  the  article 
carefully.  It  began  by  telling  how  few  people  really 
appreciated  the  great  service  this  organization  had  done 
and  was  doing  for  the  poultry  industry.  It  pointed  out 
that  the  chief  cause  of  the  association's  lack  of  prestige 


was  that  the  active  members  of  the  Poultry  Breeders' 
Association  had  been  entirely  too  modest  about  giving 
publicity  to  their  eflbrts  to  help  poultrymen  in  this  way, 
while  others  had  been  too  forward  in  blaming  the  organ- 
ization, directly  or  indirectly,  for  nearly  everything  that 
went  wrong  in  poultry  matters.  There  was  nothing  in 
either  the  editorial  or  the  account  of  the  meeting,  which 
appeared  on  another  page,  to  indicate  to  the  public  that 
the  editor  of  the  Adnerliter  had  not  always  been  one  of 
the  most  zealous  workers  in  the  association. 

Oldsport  read  it  all  through,  his  companion  watching 
his  face  closely.  When  he  put  the  paper  down,  the 
breeder  remarked :  "  Pretty  smooth  article,  that  man 
Moneychaser.  Evidently  he's  concluded  to  hook  up 
with  the  association,  and  he's  keen  enough  to  know  that 
if  he  shouts  loud  enough  for  it,  most  people  who  know 
will  soon  forget  that  he  was  ever  against  it.  Six  months 
from  now  he'll  be  claiming  that  he  was  the  father  of  the 
organization." 

"  Well,  you  have  to"  admit  that  it  stands  in  need  of 
some  responsible  person  to  look  after  it." 

The  man  shrugged  his  shoulders  and  suggested  that 
perhaps  Oldsport  was  tired  and  would  like  to  go  to  bed. 
*    *    *  « 

Moneychaser,  from  the  time  that  he  joined  the  Poultry 
Breeders'  Association,  had  been  more  concerned  about 
his  attitude  toward  his  son-in-law  in  the  matter  than  he 
would  have  admitted.  Having  joined,  he  began  to  wish 
that  he  had  taken  Oldsport' s  suggestion,  and  had  sent 
in  the  applications  of  Oldsport,  Matty,  and  himself  in 
advance  of  the  meeting.  Someway  the  method  he  had 
taken  of  going  in  accidentally  did  not  look  as  good  to 
him  in  retrospect  as  it  had  in  advance,  nor  did  he  feel 
quite  as  comfortable  about  the  attitude  Oldsport  might 
take  now  that  the  die  had  been  cast,  and  he  was  in  the 
position  of  having  flouted  Oldsport' s  advice  to  hia  face 
and  then  followed  it  secretly  —  so  far  as  Oldsport  was 
concerned.  He  knew  that  there  had  to  be  an  explana- 
tion of  this  sometime,  but  he  was  not  eager  to  precipi- 
tate it.  His  son-in-law,  as  he  knew  from  past  experi- 
ences, was  a  diflicult  man  to  deal  with  when  he  held,  or 
thought  he  held,  an  advantage. 

So  month  after  month  slipped  by.  The  Advertiser  dil- 
igently booming  the  Poultry  Breeders'  Association,  and 
urging  breeders  to  join  it,  but  the  editor  never  so  much 
as  uttering  a  personal  word  on  the  subject  to  the  two 
possible  members  in  his  own  household. 

Away  from  home,  Oldsport  never  let  anyone  know  or 
suspect  that  he  was  not  fully  advised  of  all  Money- 
chaser's  plans  relating  to  the  P.  B.  A.  When  he  started 
out  to  make  the  rounds  of  state  fairs  and  important  fall 
shows,  he  made  it  a  point  to  be  particularly  friendly 
with  the  old  members  of  the  association  whom  he  met. 
He  even  went  out  of  his  way  to  spend  a  Sunday  with 
Sid  Anthony,  the  secretary  of  the  association,  and 
showed  so  much  interest  in  the  possibilities  of  the  organ- 
ization that  Anthony  at  last  exclaimed :  '  'Say,  Oldsport, 
you  ought  to  be  secretary  of  the  association.  It  needs 
some  hustling  young  blood,  and  a  live  man  like  you, 
who  is  on  the  road  all  season,  could  do  a  lot  for  it.  I've 
been  in  — this  will  make  three  years,  and  I  know  I 
haven't  done  the  job  justice.  I  haven't  even  done  what 
I  ought  to.  I'm  going  to  decline  a  re-election,  and  the 
boys  will  put  you  in." 

"If  you  are  going  out  and  they  want  me,  I'm  per- 
fectly willing  to  do  all  I  can." 

"  That's  what  I  thought  from  the  way  you  talked.  I 
suppose  you  know  that  the  meeting  goes  to  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  next  winter,  and  about  all  the  people 
that  will  be  there  will  be  the  president  and  myself  and 
a  few  local  members,  if  they  can  scare  up  any.  We'll 
have  to  find  one  to  make  president  and  keep  up  the 
good  custom  of  choosing  a  president  from  the  state 
where  the  meeting  is  held.  .Just  leave  it  to  me  and  I'll 
see  that  everything  is  fixed  right." 

In  the  months  between  this  conference  and  the  meet- 
ing of  the  P.  B.  A.,  Oldsport  often  chuckled  to  himself 
as  he  read  the  AdvertUer's  references  to  the  affairs  of 
that  organization.  Among  other  things  IMoneychaser 
suggested  that  it  was  about  time  for  a  meeting  in  Con- 
necticut, and  from  this  Oldsport  inferred  that  the  editor 
had  his  eye  on  the  presidency  of  the  association  when 
the  meeting  came  to  his  home  state.  Had  Napoleon 
been  moving  about  more  himself  he  could  hardly  have 


laik-d  l<>  get  wind  of  what  waa  coming,  for  though  com- 
paratively few  took  an  interest  in  the  afl'aire  of  the 
P.  B.  A.,  Sid  Anthony  had  written  or  spoken  to  a  num- 
ber of  members,  urging  the  election  of  oldsport  as  sec- 
retary, and  these  men  all  took  it  for  granted  tliat  (Hd- 
sport's  election  to  this  oHic*  waa  assured. 

So  matters  stood  until  the  meeting  at  Kulcigh.  Then 
one  evening,  while  the  editor's  household  haiijiene<l  U\ 
be  all  together,  there  came  a  telegram  from  Ualeigh  for 
Oldsport: 

"P.  B.  A.  elected  you  secretary-treasurer  this  after- 
noon.   Congratulations.  .Vnthimy." 

Oldsport  read  the  telegram,  showed  it  to  hie  wife,  then 
tossed  it  over  to  Moneyc'haser.  The  latter's  eyes  Itnlged 
as  he  read  it.  The  first  thought  that  came  to  him  waa 
that  the  telegram  was  for  himself,  and  had  ity  some  mis- 
take been  directed  to  Oldsport.  He  looked  at  tiie  ad- 
dress, which,  at  the  first  reading,  he  had  haidly  noticed. 
It  was  for  Oldsport — no  doubt  about  that. 

"Quite  a  surprise,  isn't  it?"  he  asked,  in  a  «hi/.ed 
way,  looking  about  the  group. 

"Isn't  what?"  inquired  Maria. 

Napoleon  handed  her  the  dispatch. 

"I'm  sure  it's  very  nice  of  them,"  said  she,  when  she 
had  read  it.  Napoleon  had  not  thought  fit  to  take  her 
into  his  confidence  in  this  matter ;  nor  for  that  matter 
had  Oldsport  been  any  more  communicative  with  Jose- 
phine. 

The  two  women  felt  that  there  waa  something  in  the 
situation  they  did  not  understand.  The  family  party 
that  until  the  arrival  of  the  message  had  been  unusu- 
ally cheerful,  became  embarrassingly  quiet.  Matty 
made  some  excuse  for  leaving  the  room.  Maria  and 
Josephine  soon  followed,  leaving  the  field  to  the  two 
combatants. 

When  they  were  gone,  Napoleon  picked  up  the  tele- 
gram and,  holding  it  at  arm's  length,  scrutinized  it 
carefully.  "I  think,"  he  remarked,  slowly,  "  that  you 
had  better  wire  him  at  once  that  you  cannot  accei)t. 
That  will  give  them  an  opportunity  to  elect  another  man 
before  the  meeting  finally  adjourns. 

"  As  the  election  is  one  of  the  last  things  in  the  order 
of  business,  and  as  this  is  dated  5  P.  i  presume  that 
they  have  already  adjourned.  However,  as  I  am  not 
going  to  dechne,  I'll  just  telegraph  my  thanks  to  Sid." 

"  You  are  not  in  a  po.sition  to  accept  this  oHice." 

"Who  says  so?" 

"  I  say  so.  Even  if  your  work  did  not  take  you  from 
home  so  much  that  you  can't  look  after  the  duties  of  the 
office  properly,  a  journalist  has  no  business  with  this 
office." 

"  I  admit  that  the  oflice  of  president  is  in  some  re- 
spects more  desirable.  However,  my  ambition  is  moder- 
ate, and  I'm  quite  satisfied  with  this  for  tlie  present." 

"  Well,"  declared  Napoleon,  warmly,  "you  can  keep 
this  oflBce  if  you  choose,  but  you  can't  keep  it  and  con- 
tinue on  the  Adrertwer.  I'm  running  the  paper  at 
present. ' ' 

"  How  far  behind  have  you  run  it?"  asked  oldsport, 
nonchalantly.  "I  was  thinking  the  other  day  that  it 
was  about  time  for  me  to  look  into  the  situation  and  ad- 
vise my  dear  aunt  whether  there  was  any  probability  of 
my  calling  on  her  to  come  across  with  the  funds  lo  buy 
it." 

"  You  needn't  think  of  troubling  your  dear  old  aunt 
about  that.  The  Adirrlitfr  never  was  in  as  good  con- 
dition as  now." 

"Thanks  to  the  services  and  suggestions  of  the  adver- 
tising solicitor.  Deduct  him  and  the  business  he  brings 
in,  and  'twill  run  behind  aa  fast  as  it  waa  doing  before 
he  took  hold." 

Napoleon  winced.  Thia  was  too  near  the  truth  to  be 
pleasant.  "  I  didn't  know  that  you  were  a  member  of 
theaasociation,"  said  he,  after  a  pause. 

"'Twaa  no  secret.  I  suppose  you  don't  know  either 
that  Matty  is  a  member.  If  your  eflbrts  to  bring  the 
meeting  to  Connecticut  next  year  succeed,  Matty  may  be 
elected  president.    Stranger  things  have  happened." 

Napoleon  studied  for  a  while  longer.  "W'ell,"  said 
he  at  last,  "  since  they  have  elected  you,  you  may  serve 
one  year— but  only  one  year." 

Oldsport  laughed.  "  Pop,  you  are  downright  funny. 
(Contloned  on  pace  227.) 
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The  Nashville  Meeting:. 

REPORTS  irom  the  Aojerican  Poultry  Association 
meeting  at  Naahvilie,  Tenn.,  indicate  tliat  the 
attendance  was  about  the  same  aa  at  several  re- 
cent meetings,  and  the  sessions  generally  free  from  the 
acrimonious  debates  that  have  l^een  so  prominent  a 
feature  of  these  conventions  of  late  years.  Keserving 
final  judgment  until  more  fully  informed  of  the  details, 
it  appearn  to  us  that  the  actions  of  this  convention  are 
about  equally  divided  between  the  wise  and  the  other- 
wise. 

The  action  which  was  probably  of  most  general  inter- 
est was  the  voting  down  of  the  proposition  to  prohibit 
persons  connectetl  with  the  poultry  press  from  judging 
at  shows  held  under  A.  P.  A.  rules.  WhUe  the  writer  is 
not  in  favor  of  such  a  rule,  he  is  strongly  inclined  to 
think  that  the  majority  of  the  breeders  whose  interests 
are  affected  believe  that  regulation  in  regard  to  journal- 
ist judges  passing  on  the  birds  of  their  patrons  is  just 
as  necessary  as  regulation  in  regard  to  breeders  passing 
upon  birds  once  owned  by  them,  or  upon  stock  bred  by 
their  customers.  As  a  rule,  a  meeting  of  the  A.  P .  A. 
represents  the  journalistic  element  more  than  it  does  the 
breeders.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  the 
members  voted  on  this  question.  The  salary  of  the 
secretary  was  increased  to  $2,000.  The  amendment 
making  the  salary  of  the  president  s2,')(iO  was  not  car- 
ried. The  association,  apparently,  is  still  willing  to  take 
the  serN-ices  of  its  president  as  a  gift  from  some  individ- 
ual or  business  concern.  This  does  not  seem  to  us  con- 
sistent with  the  general  attitude  of  the  association. 

The  election  commissioner  was  given  a  salary  of  $20f> 
a  year  and  all  office  and  traveling  expenses.  Consider- 
ing the  amount  of  the  service,  and  the  fact  that  so  many 
give  as  much  or  more  time  to  the  association  without 
compensation,  this  does  not  seem  to  be  called  for,  but 
perhaps  it  is  necessary  to  give  it  to  get  election  commis- 
sioners. 

An  appropriation  of  .$3,0(X)  for  work  on  the  Plymouth 
Rock  Breed  Standard  was  voted,  work  on  this  to  begin 
at  once;  but  from  the  report  of  the  proceedings  at  hand 
it  would  appear  that  this  could  not  be  issued  until  after 
the  changes  authorized  for  the  1915  Standard. 

The  price  of  the  Standard  was  raised  from  .Sl.oO  to  §2 
for  the  regular  edition,  and  from  $2  to  $2.5n  for  the 
leather  bountl  edition.  The  object  is  to  increase  the 
revenues  of  the  association.  The  extra  on  cents  on  each 
copy  goes  all  to  the  association.  Time  will  tell  whether 
this  is  wise  policy.  The  association  can  sell  less  books 
and  make  as  much  money,  but  the  papers  cannot.  Some 
of  the  members,  presumably  all  who  voted  for  it,  have 
persuaded  themselves  that  the  book  is  worth  the  higher 
price,  but  the  public  are  the  final  judges  on  this  point. 

A  piece  of  legislation  that  strikes  us  as  essentially  bad 
is  the  amendment  providing  that  the  executive  board 
may  annually  elect  "an  organizer  for  the  promotion  and 
development  of  poultry  instruction  in  public  schools, 
colleges,  and  other  educational  institutions  by  means  of 
text  books,  clubs,  poultry  shows,  and  otherwise."  The 
time  to  be  devoted  to  such  work  by  this  otiicial,  and  his 
salary,  are  to  be  fixed  by  the  executive  board. 

There  is  no  occasion  for  such  action  by  the  association. 
Agricultural  education,  including  poultry  education,  is 
developing  now  tlirough  regular  channels  as  fast  aa  is 
wise.  We  fear  that  too  many  of  those  who  vote  for  such 
propositions  know  little  about  the  general  situation  and 
are  misled  by  enthusiastic  promoters  of  such  move- 
ments. Perhaps  the  executive  board,  having  discretion 
in  the  matter,  will  refrain  from  action  imtil  fully  in- 
formed of  the  conditions. 

The  amendments  abolisliing  the  elective  members  of 
the  executive  board  and  the  ollice  of  second  vice-presi- 
dent, were  lost,  but  will  doubtless  come  up  again,  for 
the  association  is  not  likely  to  continue  indetinitely  this 
superfluous  and  expensive  feature-  of  its  organization. 
A  considerable  part  of  tl>e  time  and  energy  of  some 
segments  of  the  association  was  devoted  to  hearings  be- 
hind closed  doors,  of  complaints  of  various  kinds.  The 
social  part  of  the  program  seems  to  have  proceeded 
without  a  hitch  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  all.  This  is 
pleasant,  but  there  is  a  feeling  steadily  growing  in  the 


minds  of  members  that  there  is  rather  more  of  this  than 
there  should  be. 

The  Market  Poultry  and  Egg  Standard  was  adopted, 
but  what  form  of  action  was  taken  regarding  it,  or  how- 
soon  it  is  expected  to  appear,  we  are  not  informed.  The 
rather  numerous  element  in  the  association  that  is  skep- 
tical about  this  movement  will  await  all  its  developments 
with,  possibly,  greater  interest  than  those  who  favor  it. 

The  Missouri  Mystery. 

FOR  some  years  past  the  writer  h«s  been  greatly  puz- 
zled by  the  magnitude  of  the  Missouri  poultry 
statistics  prepared  and  published  by  the  state. 
These  have  indicated  a  value  for  the  poultry  products  of 
the  state  about  double  that  of  such  states  aa  Iowa  and  Ill- 
inois. Some  estimates  put  out  a  few  years  ago  were  still 
higher. 

In  the  1911  Red  Book  issued  by  the  Department  of  La- 
bor Statistics  of  Missouri  there  is  this  statement  about 
the  poultry  produce  of  the  state: — 

"The  live  and  dressed  poultry,  eggs  and  feathers 
which  were  sent  to  market  in  the  year  1910  were  worth 
$30,766,257,  while  the  estimated  value  of  these  commod- 
ities which  were  consumed  locally  was  $19,200,000,  or  a 
total  valuation  for  the  state  of  §49,966,257.  To  get  a 
proi)er  conception  of  the  actual  poultry  production  of  the 
state  it  must  be  taken  into  account  that  before  any  ship- 
ments were  made  the  many  large  cities  of  Missouri  were 
first  supplied,  so  that  the  estimated  value  of  these  prod- 
ucts consumed  locally,  which  is  placed  at  S19,2(X),000  is 
very  conservative  and  the  actual  production  would,  with- 
out doubt,  exceed  §50,000,000. 

"Taking  only  the  actual  shipment  figures  we  find  that 
there  were  71  686,527  pounds  of  live  poultry  shipped, 
valued  at  §7,168,652;  38,508,770  pounds  of  dressed  poul- 
try, worth  §4,818,596;  101,-147,505  dozen  eggs  valued  at 
$18,260,551,  and  1,296,144  pounds  of  feathers  which  were 
worth  §518,458." 

Perhaps  there  is  a  clue  here  to  the  mystery.  In  most 
parts  of  the  country  the  only  commercial  statistics  of 
eggs  and  poultry  obtainable  are  the  receipts  at  import- 
ant receiving  and  distributing  points.  These,  as  a  rule, 
are  far  from  complete,  because  it  is  impossible  to  keep 
track  of  all  small  lots.  But  even  were  such  figures  com- 
plete they  would  be  of  little  value  to  determine  the  vol- 
ume of  shipments  from  points  within  the  state  in  which 
the  receiving  center  is  located  unless  records  were  kept 
of  the  sources  of  each  shipment,  for  shippers  pay  no  re- 
gard to  state  boundaries.  Every  large  city  receives  many 
shipments  from  outside  the  state  in  which  it  is  located. 
In  Missouri,  the  two  largest  cities,  St.  Louis  and  Kansas 
City,  are  so  located  that  about  half  the  territory  that 
would  naturally  ship  to  each  is  located  outside  the  state. 
In  view  of  this  condition,  the  above  quoted  statement 
seems  to  be  misleading  in  its  apparent  assumption  that 
all  the  poultry  handled  in  the  state  and  consumed  in  the 
state  is  produced  in  the  state. 

Unless  the  sources  of  shipment  are  matters  of  record, 
statistics  based  on  shipping  transactions  at  shipping  cen- 
ters are  of  no  value  in  computations  of  the  production  of 
the  state  in  which  those  cities  are  located.  Further,  un- 
less care  is  taken  to  separate  original  shipments  and  re- 
shipments,  the  same  product  may  figure  several  times  in 
shipments  within  a  state,  and  then  again  in  the  ship- 
ments of  one  or  more  other  states  before  it  reaches  the 
consumer.  It  is  obvious  to  anyone  who  gives  the  subject 
a  little  thought  that  the  only  way  to  get  at  the  true 
amounts  of  production  of  eggs  and"  poultry  in  a  state  is 
by  returns  from  the  producers.  It  may  be  that  Missouri 
statisticians  have  carefully  separated  the  returns  for 
shipments  from  poiius  within  and  points  outside  the 
state,  but  the  great  difl'erence  between  estimated  pro- 
duction in  this  and  nearby  states  indicates  that  there  has 
been  some  inflation  of  figures,  and  failure  to  consider 
the  sources  of  shipment  would  easily  account  for  it. 

Everyone  who  knows  the  poultry  situation  in  various 
localities  knows  that  there  are  many  instances  where  a 
town  noted  for  a  poultry  product  draws  its  supplies 
largely  from  country  in  anotlier  state,  yet  its  own  state 
gets  the  credit.  One  of  the  most  conspicuous  cases  of 
tliis  kind  is  the  reputation  of  Rhode  Island  for  turkeys. 
Tlie  once  celebrated  turkey  district  in  Rhode  Island  is 
about  the  town  of  Westerly.  But  the  town  of  Westerly 
is  situated  only  a  few  miles  from  the  Connecticut  line, 
and  a  large  proportion  of  the  famous  Rhode  Island  tur- 
keys were  always  grown  in  Connecticut. 


Spreading:  the  A.  P.  A.  Out  Thin. 

IN  OUR  last  issue  there  was  a  reference  to  the 
cipient  movement  to  establish  a  permanent  boa 
for  the  American  Poultry  Association,  and  toil 
eflbrt  to  locate  this  at  Buff'alo.  Chicago  is  also  in  i 
field  with  an  organization  formed  for  the  purpose 
pushing  a  plan  to  locate  the  association  in  Chicago.  \ 
anticipate  that  all  the  various  cities  that  have  been  ■ 
gested  as  proper  places  for  this  will  follow  suit. 

"With  these  suggestions  of  city  locations  comes  ( 
from  Mr.  E.  H.  DePoy,  associate  editor  of  the  Indtuttii 
Hen,  that  instead  of  going  to  a  city,  the  organiz 
locate  on  a  farm,  run  an  experiment  farm,  egg  ca 
petitions,  a  school  for  judges,  etc.  All  these  things  f 
entirely  practical  to  the  man  who  suggests  them, 
may  to  some  others.  Of  the  judging  plan,  Mr.  DeP 
says:  "  Xo  plan  seems  more  feasible  than  for 
organization  to  establish  a  school  where  shall  be  tuid 
a  uniform  system  of  judging  which,  in  a  few  yev 
would  show  a  greater  improvement  in  the  quality 
our  show  specimens  than  has  been  shown  in  a  simil 
period  heretofore." 

The  idea  of  uniform  judging  is  absurd.  It  is  note« 
worth  while  to  talk  about  it  while  the  religions,  U*. 
and  sciences  of  mankind  are  in  their  present  state, 
until  we  have  a  new  heaven,  a  new  earth,  and  a  i 
kind  of  human  beings.  But  the  question  of  the  A.  P.i 
undertaking  such  things  as  are  suggested  is  a  questi: 
of  some  importance.  Mr.  DePoy  remarks :  "In  f» 
so  many  avenues  of  usefulness  are  open  to  the  Ameria 
Poultry  Association  that  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt 
the  dawning  of  a  day  that  will  see  a  complete  revolntk 
izing  of  the  industry  through  its  various  channels." 

Revolutionizing  the  poultry  industry  is  very  much  lis 
busting  a  trust.  The  eflects  are  most  marked,  in  k- 
vance,  in  the  minds  of  those  who  think  they  are  gK 
to  do  it.  After  it  is  all  over  neither  the  subject  nor  tit 
audience  can  discover  that  anything  at  all  has  happens 
Before  revolutionizing  the  industry,  or  doing  any  (Ac 
eflEective  work,  the  A.  P.  A.  must  reform  itself,  nn 
get  down  to  brass  tacks,  get  out  of  the  continuous  trooh* 
performance  of  the  last  ten  years,  and  learn  to  tim 
more  of  its  obUgations  to  poultry  keepers  than  of  tbe 
alleged  obligations  to  it. 

The  fact  that  somebody  thinks  that  the  associitio: 
ought  to  do  or  might  do  a  thing  does  not  open  np  t 
avenue  to  it  in  that  particular  direction.  Organizatic 
of  the  character  of  the  A.  P.  A.  exist  to  do  for  an  i; 
dustry  certain  things  which  can  be  done  best  by  associ 
tion  in  that  form.  An  experiment  station  run  by  il 
A.  P.  A.  would  be  either  a  joke  or  a  graft.  A  \&jt 
competition,  run  by  the  A.  P.  A.,  would  be  a  comedj. 
The  association  needs  to  give  its  undivided  attention 
its  own  proper  aff"airs  until  it  has  them  on  a  footii- 
where  its  machinery  will  work.  A  lot  of  people,  met 
hers  as  well  as  others,  are  awaiting  with  some  intatf 
the  action  of  the  association  in  regard  to  the  1915  Stan 
ard.  Is  the  association  going  to  again  go  through  li 
ridiculous  forms  of  a  revision  that  does  not  revise,  p* 
artists  two  or  three  times  as  much  for  making  copies 
pictures  it  owns  as  they  charge  others  for  new  work,  p- 
the  work  in  charge  of  cumbersome,  costly,  and  ii 
efficient  committees,  pay  the  expenses. of  a  revision  cot 
mittee  to  carefully  revise  the  text  of  the  Standard,  u 
then,  in  open  meeting,  throw  over  the  work  of  the  con 
mittee  and  make  a  hodge-podge  eflbrt  to  reconstruct  ii 
When  a  convention  of  the  association  is  again  calif 
upon  to  pass  upon  the  recommendations  for  revision' 
the  Standard,  is  it  going  to  attempt  to  do  so  under  sot 
conditions  as  existed  at  the  last  meeting  at  Niag*^' 
Falls  where,  in  order  to  make  sure  that  no  one  conl 
take  the  notices  of  proposed  changes  and  paste  ibem  '^ 
his  old  Standard,  the  chairman  of  the  revision  comm" 
tee  had  them  made  out  in  such  form  that  it  was  imp* 
sible  for  members  voting  upon  them  to  know  just  wD* 
they  were  doing? 

\\'hen  the  association  has  purged  itself  of  these  ■ 
like  follies  it  may  be  entitled  to  the  confidence  it 
have  before  experimental  and  educational  work  done  by 
it  can  command  acceptance.    But  when  the  associatio- 
has  cured  itself  of  its  follies,  it  will  not  be  interested  t 
doing  these  things,  because  it  will  realize  that  as  far 
there  is  occasion  to  do  them  they  can  be  better  done  W 
other  agencies,  while  the  association  has  all  it  can  do  i< 
look  after  the  things  it  alone  can  do. 
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Two  Poultry  Farms  in  Italy. 


MR.  L.  B.  AUDIGIER,  editor  of 
the  Indwtrioii.f  Hen,  has,  in  the 
August  number,  an  interesting 
article  on  "Ancient  and  Modern 
Poultry  Farms  of  Italy,"  from  which  I 
clip  the  following  descriptions  of  the  two 
most  important  he  has  discovered  to  date: 
"I  visited  a  pretentious  plant  near 
Rome,  where  I  found  over  (iOO  chickens 
in  a  yard  100  x  ;>00  ft.,  with  a  square 
house  about  12  x  14  ft.,  and  not  over  one 
dozen  nest  boxes.  With  the  exception  of 
an  old  tin  roof  propped  up  "A"  fashion, 
not  a  particle  of  shade  was  to  be  had,  ex- 
cept on  the  shady  side  of  the  aforesaid 
roosting  and  laying  pen.  1  found  hens 
quarreling  over  the  nests,  several  eggs  on 
the  ground,  three  or  four  broodies;  crip- 
ples, cockerels,  cocks,  hens,  and  pullets 
all  shying  around,  hunting  shade  in  a 
treeless  yard  with  not  enough  water  for  a 
dozen  fowls.  The  greatest  number  of  the 
chickens  was  the  great  unclassified,  indis- 
criminate Mediterranean  breed,  with  now 
and  then  a  cock  of  the  Brahma  and  I^ang- 
shan  type,  the  proprietor  telling  me  with 
much  pride  that  he  had  paid  S25  for  a 
Buff  Orpington  cockerel  three  years  ago, 
with  which  to  improve  his  stock.  A  little 
of  the  French  and  English  blood  he 
thought  would  be  a  good  thing.  He  was 
quite  interested  when  I  suggested  im- 
provements that  I  thought  could  be  made, 
such  as  keeping  piire  bred  stock,  giving 
them  plenty  of  shade  and  water,  a  nice 
clean  place  in  which  to  lay  and  roost, 
culling  out  many  of  the  male  birds  and 
cripples,  separating  the  broodies  from  the 
layers,  and  then  finding  out  the  ones  that 
laid  and  the  ones  that  didn't.  For  the 
number  of  fowls  he  was  feeding,  the  per- 
centage of  eggs  received,  of  course,  under 
the  circumstances,  was  very  small,  and 
the  price  received  for  the  eggs  was  not  to 
be  compared  with  what  could  be  had 
under  improved  conditions. 

"This  farm  had  been  referred  to  by 
many  as  where  a  great  many  chickens 
were  raised,  and  one  who  sold  much . 
poultry  and  eggs  on  the  market,  and 
while  this  picture  is  not  overdrawn,  and 
the  statements  are  actual  facts,  I  doubt 
not  that  many  of  my  readers  in  America 
know  of  similar  conditions  existing  at 
home.  I  was  so  surprised  to  find  them 
in  Italy,  as  one  of  our  greatest  classes 
came  from  here,  and  the  climatic  con- 
ditions and  general  surroundings  are  so 
favorable  to  a  perfect  poultry  state  that  I 
cannot  become  reconciled  to  seeing  such 
valuable  opportunities  go  to  waste. ' ' 


' '  My  next  venture  was  a  few  miles 
from  Florence,  near  the  Mlla  Castello. 
After  riding  to  the  end  of  the  car  line,  I 
walked  through  the  scorching  rays  of  an 
Italian  June  sun,  one  mile  to  the  villa  of 
a  German  woman,  Mme.  Tenuta  Koert- 
ing.  I  was  directed  to  a  large  wrought 
iron  gate  by  the  barking  of  chained  dogs 
and  the  crowing  of  cocks.  Here  I  found 
the  foundation  principles  for  a  first-class 
Americanized  poultry  plant  on  a  moder- 
ate scale.  The  lady  owns  some  forty  or 
fifty  acres  of  good  rich  land,  which  is 
surrounded  by  an  eight  foot  stone  wall, 
well  laid  out  and  planted  in  bearing  fruit 
trees.  Between  the  rows  of  trees,  which 
are  some  thirty  feet  apart,  her  wheat 
crop,  as  fine  as  I  ever  saw,  was  ready  for 
the  harvest.  In  another  part  of  the  place, 
adjoining  her  poultry  yard,  she  had  not 
forgotten  to  plant  young  fruit  trees  and 
small  fruit,  and,  on  a  little  further,  rye 
and  barley.  Her  yards  are  evenly  di- 
vided into  runs,  with  up-to-date  poultry 


wire.  Her  houses  are  modern,  large, 
airy  and  clean.  She  has  separate  runs 
for  her  small  chicks,  and  plenty  of  straw 
and  chaff  for  them  to  scratch  in.  She 
has  as  her  "  poultryman  "  a  young  Ger- 
man woman  who  keeps  everything  in 
order,  clean  and  well  ventilated.  Her 
houses  for  separating  young  and  old  birds, 
cockerels  for  the  market,  sitting  boxes, 
etc.,  are  models  of  convenience.  She 
was  running  a  number  of  trap  nests  quite 
successfully,  but  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  results  of  her  half  dozen  incubators. 
After  examining  them  for  her,  and  locat- 
ing the  trouble,  she  felt  that  in  future  she 
could  get  a  better  hatch  than  heretofore. 
Her  trouble  was  too  little  and  irregular 
heat  and  no  moisture.  Her  birds  were  of 
one  variety  —  Salmon  Faverolles,  penned 
ten  females  to  one  male.  Three  sides  of 
her  houses  were  built  of  concrete,  one  of 
wire,  ceiled  inside  and  covered  with  rub- 
beroid.  It  makes  a  warm  house  in  win- 
ter and  cool  in  summer.  She  has  also  a 
fattening  room,  where  her  birds  are  pre- 
pared for  the  market  by  the  stuffing  pro- 
cess. She  prepares  a  mash  of  three  parts 
ground  barley  and  one  of  wheat,  mixed 
thin  with  buttermilk.  About  two  weeks 
with  this  fattening  machine  and  diet,  her 


birds  bring  double  the  price  they  would 
if  marketed  in  the  ordinary  way.  The 
birds  are  dressed  and  delivered  the  year 
round  to  regular  customers,  and  her 
present  small  plant  cannot  supply  the  de- 
mand. 

' '  Here  is  the  foundation  for  an  ideal 
plant  on  a  scale  large  enough  that  won- 
derful results  may  be  obtained,  and  money 
made  from  the  investment.  It  is  the  only 
one  I  have  seen  in  Italy,  and  deserves  to 
be  patterned  after  by  those  who  would 
make  a  success  of  the  poultry  business. 
Mme.  Koerting  is  a  sensible  business  wo- 
man, raising  her  own  birds  and  at  least 
a  part  of  her  feed.  She  has  laid  off  her 
grounds  admirably  and  built  her  houses 
substantially.  She  has  one  breed  only, 
keeps  the  pens  well  mated,  and  trap  nests 
her  layers.  She  has  an  ideal  brooding 
house,  besides  roosting  houses,  grassy, 
shady  runs  and  well  watered.  Her  incu- 
bators and  incubator  house  are  fine  ex- 
amples of  her  business  sagacity,  and  I 
congratulated  her  on  her  first  year's 
effort.  Her  only  trouble  seems  to  be  rats. 
Dogs  and  cats  for  the  rats  catch  the  young 
chickens  also.  I  have  raised  puppies  and 
kittens  with  young  chickens,  all  eating 
out  of  the  same  plate,  and  when  thus 
brought  up  they  never  bother  the  chick- 
ens, but  go  after  rats.  Traps  are  good, 
and  there  is  also  a  Pasteur  poison  which 
is  said  to  be  effective. ' ' 


Cyphers  Company's  Big:  Fire. 

One  of  the  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  Factories  of  Cyphers  Incubator  Co.,  Destroyed 
by  Fire  August  16,  with  Loss  Exceeding  $200,000.  Main  Wood=- 
working  Factory  and  Poultry  Food  Mill  Not  Injured.  Business 
is  Being  Continued  Almost  Without  Interruption. 


O 


N  FRIDAY,  August  16th,  the  im- 
mense warehouse  of  the  Cyphers 
Incubator  Company,  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  in  which  were  located 
the  Company's  home  offices  and  metal 
working  departments,  was  completely  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  the  actual  loss  on  build- 
ing and  contents  totahng  more  than 
S200,000.  The  following  letter  from  Mr. 
Curtis,  president  and  general  manager, 
will  be  of  interest  to  our  readers : 


"Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Aug.,  20th,  1912. 

Editor  Farm  -  Poultry:  —  You  prob- 
ably have  read  in  the  daily  papers  of  our 
severe  loss  by  fire,  which  on  Friday  last 
totally  destroyed  our  Buffalo  warehouse, 
with  an  estimated  loss  of  ?200,000  to 
$25<  ),(l(  t0  on  building  and  contents. 

"  The  fire  was  a  bad  one,  no  doubt  of 
that,  but  we  were  fortunate  in  many  par- 
ticulars. No  lives  were  lost,  our  account 
books,  most  valuable  records  and  a  large 
supply  of  current  printed  matter  were 
saved,  also  all  patterns,  steel  dies,  etc. 

' '  We  had  two  factories  in  Buffalo,  and 
the  fire  did  not  reach  nor  damage  to  any 
extent  our  wood-working  plant  where 
all  incubators,  brooders,  poultry  houses, 
coops,  etc.,  are  manufactured.  On  the 
day  following  the  big  fire  we  opened  tem- 
porary offices  in  the  finishing  room  of 
this  separate  factory  and  are  now  doing 
business  there  in  good  shape.  Consider- 
able office  furniture  and  stationery  were 
saved  from  the  other  building. 

"As  you  know,  our  Poultry  Food  and 
Alfalfa  Mill  is  located  in  Chicago  and  we 
have  branch  stores  and  warehouses  in  six 
difierent  cities  outside  of  Buffalo — in  New 
York  City,  Boston,  Mass.,  Chicago,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.,  Oakland,  Calif.,  and  Lon- 
don, England.    We  make  it  a  practice 


to  carry  large  stocks  of  goods  at  these 
points  and  already  several  carloads  of  sea- 
sonable goods  have  been  ordered  shipped 
from  our  eastern  branches  to  Buffalo  for 
use  in  filling  orders  received  from  Buffalo 
territory. 

"  Please  tell  your  readers,  therefore, 
that  the  Cyphers  Company  is  going  right 
on  doing  business,  that  its  branch  houses 
are  well  stocked  with  goods,  that  Buflalo 
will  have  plenty  of  seasonable  goods  be- 
fore your  September  issue  reaches  their 
hands,  and  that  our  company  is  in  posi- 
tion just  now  to  appreciate  more  than 
ever  their  valued  patronage. 

Very  truly  yours. 
Grant  M.  Curtis, 
Pres.  &  Gen'l  Mgr." 


A  Lost  Carrier  or  Homer  Pigeon. 


Mr.  Henry  Thomas,  of  White  Horse 
Beach,  a  post-office  about  seven  miles  be- 
yond the  town  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  re- 
ports that  he  has  in  his  possession  a 
pigeon,  supposedly  a  homer  or  carrier, 
that  is  banded  as  follows:  Right  leg,  H 
(U26;  left  leg,  A.J.  12  C  4474.  Presum- 
ably, this  flyer  became  exhausted,  has 
probably  lost  —  temporarily  at  least  —  all 
sense  of  direction,  and  shows  no  inclina- 
tion to  make  a  home  flight. 

If  this  comes  under  the  notice  of  the 
owner,  he  can,  by  proving  his  proprietor- 
ship, readily  make  arrangements  with 
Mr.  Thomas  for  the  return  of  the  bird. 


Farmer— Here!  AVhat  are  you  doing  m 
my  hen  house? 

Rastus  — I'se  — I'se  jes'  rehearsin'  for 
dat  new  play  called  "  Chantecler."— Ex. 


White  Orpingtons.! 

Kellerstrass,  Cook,  Plillo  uiul  Owen  Fariiia  BtruliiB. 
Choice  liens,  pullets,  cocks  and  cockerels,  $.S.0O, 
*4.0<),  $5.00  each.        .JOHN  H.  IIUSTIN, 
Viola  White  Orpington  Farm.  Mousey,  N.Y. 


Conecrest  White  Rocks 

Kxliibitioii  and  Utility— Stock,  KtrcK.Cliicks 
Write  now  for  Catalogue  Y. 

Conecrest,   Moodus,  Connecticut. 


COLUMbKnwandoTTES 

RALPH'  Woodward 

Exhibition  Slock.  Box  A  GRAFTON,  MASS. 


it 


Ideal"  Trap  Nests 

are  practical  tor  YOU.   Circulars  tree. 
FRANK  WELLCOME,  Y.armoutli,  Maine. 

Woodcrest  Partridge  Wyandottes 


Cbamplons  of  Boston,  rroviclence  and  Worcester. 
You'll  need  this  blood  to  win  next  winter. 

IK  State  Mutual  Butldlner, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


CHAS.  H.  WOOD, 


BUFF  WYANDOTTE  BARGAINS. 

Splendid  breeders  and  winners  at  Madison  Square 
Garden  and  Boston  shows  sold  now.  Younp;  stock 
after  October  1st. 

Dr.  N.  W.  SANBORN,  R  324.  Holden.  Mass. 


Buff  Wyandottes. 

Fine  stock  For  Sale  —  400  to  Pick  f  rom 
F.  H.  WILLIS,  Brockton.  Mass. 


Adjustable  clinch  —  no 

better  poultry  bands  made. 
Easy  to  put  on  —  sure  to 
stay.  25  for  20c;  50,  35c; 
75,  50c;  100,  G5c;  200,  $1 ; 
Samples  free. 


1000,  $4.25. 


FRANK  CRO.SS,  Box  .503,  ^Montagne,  Mass. 


CORN 


HARVESTER  with  Binder  At- 
tachment cuts  and  throws  In  piles 
on  harvester  or  wlnrow.  Man  and 
horse  cuts  and  shocks  eciual  with  a 
corn  Binder.  Sold  In  every  state. 
H.  Buxton,  of  Johnstown,  Ohio, 
writes;  "  The  harvester  has  proven  all  you  claim  for 
It;  the  Harvester  saved  mc  over  $2.5.00  in  labor  last 
year's  corn  cutting.  I  cut  over  500  shocks:  will  make 
4  bushels  corn  to  a  shock."  Testimonials  and  cata- 
logue free,  showing  pictures  of  Harvester.  Address 
NEW  PROCESS  MFG.  CO..  Salina.  Kansas. 


Price  $20.00.  W. 


See  This  New  Poultry  Band 


The  STEVENS  colored  and  numbered  leg  band 
for  poultry.  You  do  not  have  to  catch  the  bird  to 
read  the  number.  Also  made  for  "Baby  Chicks" 
and  Pigeons.   Mention  breed  tor  sample. 

F.  A.  MARSHALL,  209  Bancroft  Ave.,  READING,  MASS. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 


L, 


Education,  Experiment  and  Investigation. 

This  department  is  designed  to  keep  poultrymen  informed  of  what  is  being  done  in  educational,  experimental,  and  research  poultry  work. 
Mention  is  made  of  everything  of  interest  in  this  line,  and  abstracts  of  important  bulletins  and  reports  are  given.  The  editor  is  not  responsible  for 
statements  made  or  views  expressed  —  except  to  report  them  correctly  —  and  makes  no  comments  in  this  department  on  matters  mentioned  in  it. 
Matters  introduced  here,  which  seem  to  him  to  call  for  comment,  will  be  treated  elsewhere.  Readers  wishing  his  opinion  on  others  will  be 
answered  either  in  the  "  Editor's  Question  Box  "  or  in  a  special  article,  as  the  occasion  may  require. 


J 


^c/heRooM^  that 
Needs  NoPdintin^ 


ROOFING 

THE  Araatite  mineral  surface 
will  hold  its  own  against  the 
weather  for  a  long  time.  You 
don't  have  to  look  over  j'our  Ama- 
tite  Roofs  to  see  whether  they 
need  painting  every  year  or  two. 

The  cost  of  paint,  therefore,  is 
done  away  with — all  that  trouble 
and  nuisance  and  bother  is  gone. 
Simply  lay  your  Amatite,  nail  it 
down,  take  away  j  our  ladder  and 
forget  that  you  have  a  roof. 

A  sample  of  Araatite  will  be 
sent  free  on  request,  together  with 
a  handsome  little  booklet,  giving 
details.  Address  our  nearest  office. 

Everjet  Elastic  Paint 

.\  low-priced  black  paiut  —  toutrh  autl 
durable.  SUinds  heat  so  well  that  it  can 
be  need  on  boilers.  For  wood  or  metal, 
"nibber"  rooflngs,  fences,  iron  work, 
farm  implements,  tanks,  etc. 

Barrett  Manufacturing  Co., 

New  York  Chicasfo  Philadelphia  Boston 
Cleveland  St.  Louis  Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati  Kansas  City  Minneapolis 
New  Orleans    Seattle    London,  ICnfrland 


12  BIRD  $10.00  PORTABLE  HOUSE. 


6  ft.  X  8  ft,  Portable  House,  $15.00. 

Colony  Houses,  Oat  Sprouters,  Shipping  Coops, 
Grain  Chests,  Yard  Gates,  Nests,  etc.  Write  for 
free  circular  showinfr  20  different  cuts. 

E.  C.  YOUNG  BOX  CO.,  Randolph,  Mass. 


The  Best  of  All 
Bone  Cutters 

Best,  because  it's  the  only  cutter  made  that 
cuts  bone  across  the  grain.  And  the  most 
successful  poultrymen  know  that  bone  cut  in 
this  way  is  easily  assimilated  by  Hie  hens  and 
produces  the  best  results.  The 


^Standard  Bone  Cutter 


is  easy  to 
a   run  and 
S<  easy  to 
buy.  Sent 
on  10  days 
FUEE  trial.  Cut 
shows  No.   9,  $S.SO. 
ImproV'-ii  yrriillu  lor 
U  other  sizes 
from    $6.T5    to  $195. 
uVrite  for  catalogue 
"!  I^taiidaril 
■Bon<-  Cutter  Co. 
Miirord.  AInas. 


Statistics  of  Cost  of  Egg  Production. 

Reprint  from  Report  of  the  Ontario  Ag^ricuitural  College  for  1911. 


Feedino. 

We  are  following  very  much  the  same 
method  of  feeding  as  we  did  last  year,  that 
is,  we  are  using  the  staple  foods  such  as 
wheat,  corn,  oats,  buttermilk,  roots,  clover 
hay,  waste  cabbage,  grit  and  oyster  shell. 

Daring  the  winter  and  summer  months 
the  foods  that  are  kept  constantly  before 
the  birds  are  rolled  oats  in  hoppers,  grit, 
oyster  shell,  and  buttermilk.  In  summer 
the  grain  food  consists  of  about  one-third 
corn  to  two-thirds  wheat  fed  in  the  litter 
night  and  morning.  In  winter  the  whole 
grain  consists  of  equal  parts  of  corn  and 
wheat,  and  when  the  days  are  short  it  is 
thrown  in  the  litter  after  the  birds  go  to 
roost  at  night,  and  well  forked  over  so 
that  they  have  to  work  hard  for  it  all  next 
morning.  At  noon  green  food  is  given 
either  in  the  form  of  clover  hay,  roots  or 
waste  cabbage,  and  at  night  the  whole 
grain  is  fed  in  troughs,  the  birds  being 


fed  all  they  care  to  eat,  and  what  is  left 
is  removed. 

The  cost  of  these  feeds  is  figured  at  the 
following  prices:  — 

Grain  SI. 50  per  cwt.  Beef  scrap  and 
green  cut  bone  $:i  per  cwt.  and  butter-. 
milk  at  20c.  per  cwt.  We  get  so  much 
better  results  from  feeding  buttermilk  as 
the  only  animal  food,  that  we  have  almost 
discarded  the  use  of  beef  scrap  and  green 
bone,  except  in  experimental  feeding. 

In  calculating  the  cost  of  feeding,  and 
egg  production,  we  divide  the  year  into 
two  parts;  October  1  to  March  1  for  the 
winter  months,  as  these  are  the  hardest 
months  in  which  to  get  eggs,  and  March 
1  to  September  1  for  the  summer  months. 
September  is  used  for  stock-taking,  house- 
cleaning,  etc. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results 
from  :)41  females  for  11  months. 


Egg  Production,  Cost  of  Feeding,  and  Gr.\in  .\nd  i\IiLK  Consdmed. 
Collective  results  for  341  hens  and  pullets  from  October  1,  1910,  to  March  1,  1911. 


Males.  Females. 


19 


00 

92 
60 
111 
23 


341 


Yearling  B.  Rocks 
B.  Rock  pullets 
Buff  Orp.  pullets 
W.  Leghorn  pullets 
Minorca  hens  and  pul- 
lets 


Eggs 

Cost. 

Ayerage 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

eggs  per 

grain  con- 

milk con- 

laid. 

hen. 

sumed. 

sumed. 

],fi38 

$37  44 

29.7 

2,267 

2,153 

4,415 

61  10 

47.9 

3,598.5 

4,165.5 

2,732 

42  24 

45.5 

2,571 

2,238.5 

2,748 

46  40 

24.7 

2,739 

3,034 

40 

13  36 

1.73 

823 

609 

11,573 

$200  54 

33.9 

11,998.5 

12,200 

Collective  results  for  341  hens  and  pullets  from  March  1,  1911,  to  October  1,  1911. 


Males. 

Females 

2 

55 

4 

92 

5 

60 

6 

11] 

2 

23 

19  341 

Yearling  B.  Rocks 
B.  Rock  pullets 
Buff  Orp.  pullets 
AV.  Leghorn  pullets 
Minorca  hens  and  pul- 
lets 


Eggs 

Average 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Cost. 

eggs  per 

grain  con- 

nilik con- 

laid. 

hen. 

sumed. 

sumed. 

4,323 

$35  60 

78.6 

2,090 

2,634 

7,513 

60  22 

81.6 

3,444 

5,034 

3,669 

27  21 

61.1 

2,234 

2,358.5 

10,756 

69  92 

96.9 

4,000 

5,670 

],686 

18  40 

73.3 

1,051 

1,508.5 

27,947 

§211  35 

81.9 

12,819 

17,205 

Collective  Results  for  341 


Hens  and  Pullets  for  11  Months,  October  1,  1910, 
to  September  1,  1911. 


Males. 

Females 

2 

55 

4 

92 

5 

60 

6 
■) 

111 

23 

1!)  341 

Yearling  B.  Rocks 
B.  Rock  pullets 
Buff  Orp.  pullets 
W.  Leghorn  pullets 
Minorca  hens  and  pul- 
lets 


Eggs 

Average 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Cost. 

eggs  per 

grain  con- 

milt con- 

laid. 

hen. 

sumed. 

sumed. 

5,961  S  73  04 

108.38 

4,357 

4,787 

11,928 

121  32 

129.  (» 

2,042.5 

9,195 

6,401 

69  45 

106.68 

4,805 

4,597 

13,504 

116  .32 

121.65 

6,739 

8,704 

1,726 

31  76 

75.04 

1,874 

2,117.5 

39,520 

411  89 

115.83 

24,817.5 

29,400.5 

Average  cost  per  dozen  for  winter  months,  20.76  cents. 
Average  cost  per  dozen  for  summer  months,  9.00  cents. 
Average  cost  per  dozen  for  eleven  months,  12. 4S  cents. 
Average  cost  of  feeding  each  hen  per  month  in  winter,    11.76  cents. 
Average  cost  of  feeding  each  hen  per  month  in  summer,  10.03  cents. 
Average  cost  of  feeding  each  hen  per  month  for  eleven  months.  10.90  cents. 
Average  amount  of  grain  consumed  per  bird  (males  included)  in  winter,  33.3  lbs.  or 
6.6  lbs.  per  month. 

Average  amount  of  grain  consumed  per  bird  (males  included)  in  summer,  35.6  lbs.  or 
5.9  lbs.  per  month. 

Average  amount  of  grain  consumed  per  bird  (males  included)  in  eleven  months,  68.9 
lbs.  or  6.20  lbs.  per  month. 


Animal  Foods  as  they  Affect  Egg  Production  and  the  Hatching  Qualities 

OF  the  Egg. 


An  experiment  was  started  two  years 
ago.  with  the  object  of  studying  the  effect 
that  various  kinds  and  quantities  of  ani- 
mal foods  might  have  upon  the  produc- 
tion and  hatching  qualities  of  eggs.  The 
plan  of  the  experiment  was  to  use  a  dif- 
ferent breed  each  year,  and  to  continue 
the  experiment  for  at  least  five  years. 
It  was  thought,  quite  possibly,  that  the 


results  would  vary  somewhat  with  the 
different  breeds,  and  possibly  with  dif- 
ferent families  of  the  same  breed. 

Following  is  given  the  results  of  the  tirst 
two  years'  Vork.  that  of  1909-1910  iDeing 
carried  on  with  Buff  Orpington  pullets, 
and  that  of  1910-1911  with  Rhode  Island 
Red  hens  and  pullets. 

There  were  twenty-five  females  and  two 


8  Weeks  Old 
Chicks  for  Sale 


Safe 
d  e  1  i  T  e  I  y 
guaranteed.  We 
tak«  the   risk.  8- 
weeks  old  chicks,  un- 
der our  expei  t  care,  are 
■well   started   to  become 
strong,  vigorous  birds. 
These  chicks  are  pure 

PinSFIELD 
BARRED  ROCKS 

renowned    as    heaviest  wmter 
la.vers.  birds  true  to  type,  healthy 
and  vigorous.    We  have  a  limited 
number  of  exhibition  birds.  If 
vou  are  an  exhibitor,  .vou  will  like 
tills  stock.   Ask  about  it. 

"Money-Making  Poul- 
try" sent  free 

This  is  our  great  guide  on  poul- 
try raising — how  to  feed  and 

care  for  vour  chicks  and  make 

them  profitable.   You  need 

this  valuable  book. 

PinSFlELD  POULTRY 

FARM  COMPANY, 
210  Main  Street, 
Pittsfield.Me. 


Patented  .luly  25,  1S99. 

You  Can  Ship  Eggs  With  Perfect 
^—  Safety  in  the  — 

Houghton  Wire  Egg  Carriers 

Havin?  been  used  for  over  fourteen  years  they  have 
had  a  thorough  test,  and  are  acknowledged  to  be 
the  Best  and  Safest  Kgrs  Carriers  made. 
Manufactured  in  seven  sizes.    Send  for  price  list. 

Wire  Egg  Carrier  Co.,  i^i^r'^Al: 


SI  X    Dozen  Size 
HoTisrhton  Wire 
liss  Carrier. 
Made  for  carrying  by 
hand  exclusively. 

Shipped  on  receipt  of 
price.  ?1.00. 

WIRE  EGG  CARRIER  CO., 

Dept.  B,  176  Federal  St., 
Boston,  Mass. 


Hen  that  \  ^^•^'^^ 
Lays  is  the 
Hen  that  Pays. 
Condition  your 
fowls  and  give  them  the 
laying  instinct  by  supplying 
them  with 

Sheridan*s] 

^  CONDITION 

Powder 

Costs  little  but  goes  far.  Gives 
vigor  and  health ,  tones  the  sys- 
tem, enables  fowls  to  ward 
off  disease. 

Package.  15c.  2  lb  can  75c. 
For  sale  by  all  dealers 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  S  CO. 
Boston,  Mass. 


To  say,  wheo  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 
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Farm-Poultry  ^ 


22  1 


nales  in  each  pen.  and  all  housed  in  the 
jame  building.   The  grain  and  green  food 
used  were  the  same  for  each  pen. 
The  animal  foods  are  reckoned  at  the 


following  prices  i)er  one  hundred  i>ounds: 
Buttermilk  'iOc.  per  10(»  lbs.    Beef  scrap 
SS.OO  per  100  lbs.    Green  cut  bone  S.\.Oi) 
per  100  lbs. 


Experimental  Feeding  with  Buff  Orpingtons. 
The  following  are  the  results  for  7  months,  from  October  1,  IflOfl,  to  April  :10,  liilO. 


Pen 
S<>. 


Atiinial  food  useti. 

Buttermilk 

10  per  cent,  dry  mash 

beef  scrap 
Beef  s-'crap  in  hopper 
No  animal  food 
tireen  cut  bone 


Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Totiil 

Cost  per 

Percent 

whole 

dry 

nniniul 

Total 

esids 

tUizen 

lit  CBKS 

Kiain. 

mash. 

fooil. 

cost. 

laid. 

hatched. 

720 

2:]:! 

1,453 

$18  10 

2,040 

lO.liS 

55.0 

840 

337 

34 

19  85 

1,070 

14  28 

50.5 

000 

21  (; 

141 

22  21 

l,()(;4 

15.84 

3:5.0 

900 

224 

17  9!) 

1,490 

15.48 

50.5 

900 

196 

127M 

21  37 

1,()54 

15.48 

40.5 

Experimental  Feedimi  with  R.  I.  Reds. 
The  following  are  the  results  for  eight  months,  October  1.  1910,  to  May  31,  1911. 


Pea 
No. 


.\tiinial  food  used. 

Buttermilk 

!(•  jier  cent,  dry  mash 

beef  st^rap 
Beef  sera))  in  hopper 
No  animal  food 
(Treen  cut  bone 


Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Total 

Cost  per 

Percent 

whole 

dr.v 

animal 

Total 

epKs 

do/.en 

of  ese» 

jjrain . 

mash. 

food. 

cost. 

laid. 

CfTKS. 

hatched. 

973 

535 

1,700.5 

.?25  (iO 

1,702 

17.43 

57.0 

898 

553 

01.5 

23  00 

1,320 
1,025 

20. 9() 

50.4 

907 

510 

100.0 

2;!  92 

17. (k; 

51.  (i 

802 

405 

17  70 

730 

29  09 

()0.25 

784 

411 

182.5 

22  44 

1,359 

19.81 

64  5 

Com.ments  on  the  Above  Table. 


It  will  at  once  be  noticed  that  the  eggs 
from  the  Rhode  Island  Reds  cost  consid- 
erably more  than  those  from  the  Orping- 
tons. This  should  not  be  taken  as  a  breed 
characteristic,  as  one-half  of  the  Reds 
were  hens,  and  moreover  the  pullets  were 
not  as  well  matured  when  the  experiment 
began. 

With  both  breeds,  buttermilk  produced 
the  most  eggs  at  least  cost. 

Where  beef  scrap  is  fed  in  hoppers  or 
where  the  birds  can  eat  all  they  desire 
the  Rhode  Island  Reds  have  done  better 
than  the  Orpingtons,  but  the  Orpingtons 
did  much  better  than  the  Rhode  Island 
Retls  w'here  no  animal  food  was  fed. 

The  pen  fed  upon  green  cut  bone  made 
relatively  a  better  showing  with  the  Reds 
than  with  the  Orpingtons. 

Tiie  hatching  quality  of  the  eggs  appears 
to  t)e  much  moi'e  seriously  afl'ected  by  the 
animal  foods  with  the  Orpingtons  than  it 


does  with  the  Reds,  but  at  the  same  lime 
the  general  results  would  indicate  that  the 
best  egss  for  hatching  are  from  birds 
receiving  no  animal  food. 

The  results  witii  the  Rhode  Island  Reds, 
as  far  as  hatching  quality  is  concerned, 
may  have  been  seriously  atlected  by  the 
fact  that  all  the  males  used  were  full 
brothers,  and  bred  from  a  hen  whose 
eggs  hatched  exceptionally  well.  The 
chicks  hatched  from  the  pens  receiving 
the  beef  scrap  in  hoppers  and  the  green 
cut  bone  had  a  higher  percentage  of 
mortality  than  those  from  the  other  pens. 

Our  observations  have  been  that  the 
Orpington  eats  much  less  green  food  than 
most  birds,  and  requires  less  animal  food. 
The  beef  scrap  and  buttermilk  foods  were 
continued  with  a  small  number  of  Orp- 
ingtons through  the  second  generation, 
and  the  results  corresponded  with  those 
obtained  during  the  first  year. 


International  Association  of  Poultry 
Instructors  and  Investigators. 


At  the  meetings  of  the  Provisional  Com- 
mittee, held  in  London,  July  18th  to  24th, 
an  association  under  the  above  name  was 
iormally  estaVjlished,  and  is  now  an  ac- 
complished fact.  During  the  w^eek  im- 
I>ortant  reports  were  submitted  from  many 
countries,  recording  the  present  state  of 
lK)ultry  teaching  and  research,  which  it 
is  intended  to  issue  in  permanent  form. 
The  (Jonstitution  adopted,  which  will  be 
published  at  an  early  date,  states  the  ob- 
jects to  be  interchange  of  knowledge  and 
exfterience  among  those  engaged  through- 
out the  world  in  poultry  teaching,  demon- 
stration, and  investigation,  and  to  pro- 
mote extension  of  knowledge  by  encour- 
agement of  scientific  research,  practical 
experimentation,  the  collection  of  statis- 
tics, study  of  the  problems  of  marketing, 
and  in  other  ways.  Candidates  for  mem- 
bership must  be  engaged  as  teachers  or 
instructors,  as  experimenters  or  investi- 
gators, as  government  officials  employed 
in  poultry  work,  or  as  making  a  note- 
worthy contribution  to  advance  the  poul- 
try industry.  The  ordinary  fee  for  mem- 
bership is  £1  per  annum.  Also,  provision 
hag  been  made  for  the  election  of  patrons, 
inclusive  of  pereons,  government  depart- 
ments, associations,  or  clubs  contributing 
to  the  funds  of  the  association. 

Among  the  other  decisions  arrived  at 
are: 

(1)  That  a  Fellowship  be  instituted, 
with  the  designation  F.  I.  P.  A.,  to  be 
conferred  only  on  such  persons  as  shall 
have  rendered  service  of  the  highest  dis- 
tinction to  the  advancement  of  the  poul- 
try industry.  Only  five  of  such  Fellow- 
ships shall  be  conferred,  by  vote  of  the 
entire  association,  every  three  years. 

(2)  That  a  Central  Bureau  shall  be 
established  for  the  time  being  in  London, 
which  shall  be  the  clearing  house  for  in- 
lonnation  to  members  and  others  con- 
cerned in  promoting  the  poultry  industry. 

(3)  That  records  of  experiments  and 


investigations  be  collected  and  distributed 
among  the  members,  and  material  ex- 
changed for  future  work. 

(4)  That  there  shall  be  established  at 
the  Central  Bureau  a  Historical  Section, 
and  one  for  illustrations  and  lantern  slides 
which  can  be  loaned  to  members. 

(5)  That  members  shall  collect  and 
supply  annually  statistics  as  to  the  prog- 
ress of  poultry  teaching  and  research  in 
all  countries,  and  that  efforts  be  made  to 
improve  the  statistics  of  poultry  produc- 
tion and  adopt  a  universal  form. 

(I))  That  as  soon  as  financially  possi- 
ble a  journal  be  published  regularly,  in 
which  will  be  given  summaries  of  bulle- 
tins, reports,  and  special  articles  dealing 
with  poultry  problems,  and  such  other 
information  as  may  be  thought  desirable. 

(7)  That  efforts  be  put  forth  to  raise 
the  standard  of  poultry  teaching  through- 
out the  world. 

It  was  further  resolved  that,  subject  to 
the  receipt  of  acceptable  invitations,  a 
World's  Poultry  Congress  be  held  in  1914, 
representative  of  all  sections  of  the  poul- 
try industry,  and  it  is  hoped  that  such  in- 
vitations will  be  forthcoming  at  an  early 
date. 

(Jfficers  and  council  were  elected  as  fol- 
lows: 

Li.st  or  Council  Elected  .July  23,  1912. 

President  —  Edward  Brown,  F.  L.  S., 
52  Queen  Anne's  Chambers,  Westminster, 
London,  S.  W. 

Hon.  Secretary  —  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl, 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Orono, 
Maine,  U.  S.  A. 

Australia  —  Mr.  E.  J.  Dillon,  409-410 
Strand,  London;  Mr.  D.  F.  Laurie,  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  Adelaide,  South 
Australia;  Major  Norton,  D.  S.  0.,  85 
Gracechurch  Street,  London,  E.  C. 

Belgium  —  Mons.  M.  van  Gelder,  Cha- 
teau Zeecrabbe,  Uccle,  Brus.sels. 


ment  of  Agriculture,  (Utawa;  I'rofeesoi- 
W.  H.  tiraham,  Ontario  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, (iuelph. 

Cyprus — Mr.  AV.  Bevaii,  Director  Ag- 
ricultural Education,  Nicosia. 

Denmark  —  Konsultont  W.  A.  Kock, 
Vesterbrogade  89 Copenhaaren. 

I'^igland  —  Professor  F.  \".  Theobald, 
M.  A.,  Wye  Court,  Wye,  Kent;  Mr.  C!. 
E.  J.  Walkey,  Ivlgborough,  Staplegrove, 
Taunton. 

France— Dr.  Loisel,  0  Rue  de  I'Ecole 
de  Medecine,  Paris;  Mons.  d'.Vubusson, 
0()  Avenue  Mozart,  Paris;  IMons.  Pierre 
A.  Pichot,  i:)2  Boulevard  Haussman, 
Paris. 

Germany — Professor  A.  Beeck,  Croll- 
witz,  Halle-am-Salle;  Director  Karl  Haa,s, 
Erlangen,  Bavaria. 

Holland —  Consultent  II.  B.  Beaufort, 
A  rden  ode-  II  aar  lem . 

India  — Mr.  A.  C.  Dobbs,  B.  A.,  Agri- 
cultural College,  Pusa,  Bengal. 

Ireland  —  Mr.  Jaa.  S.  Gordon,  B.  Sc., 
22  Upper  Merrion  Street,  Dublin. 

Italy  —  Senor  Alfredo  Vitale,  Salvator 
Rosa  ()7,  Naples. 

New  Zealand  —  Mr.  F.  Brown,  Depait- 
ment  of  Agriculture,  Wellington. 

Norway  —  Lieutenant-C'olonel  Thams, 
Christiania. 

Russia — j\Ions.  B.  de  GontscharofF,  Ser- 
gievskaja  56,  St.  Petersburg. 

Scotland  — Mr.  Wil.  Brown,  West  of 
Scotland  Agricultural  College,  Kilmar- 
nock; Mr.  A.  M.  Prain,  Homeleigh, 
Errol,  N.  B. 

South  Africa— Mr.  Reginald  Bourlay, 
Poultry  Experiment  Station,  Potchetf- 
stroom,  Transvaal. 

Sweden— Konsultent  W.  SjostedtSmed- 
by. 

United  States  of  America — Professor  H. 
Attwood,  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, Morgantown,  West  Virginia;  Pro- 
fessor Leon  J.  Cole,  Wisconsin  Experi- 
ment Station,  Madison,  Wis. ;  Professor 
J.  E.  Rice,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca, 
N.  Y. 

Wales  —  Mr.  W.  IIopkins-.Tones,  Uni- 
versity of  North  Wales,  Bangor. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  pres- 
ident and  secretary  shall  be  elected  for 
three  years,  and  that  the  Council  consist 
of  thirty  members,  of  which  ten  shall  re- 
tire every  three  j'ears,  but  be  eligible  for 
re-election. 

Further  information  and  forms  of  ap- 
plication for  membership  can  be  obtained 
from  the  president,  at  the  above  address, 
any  member  of  council,  and  the  Hon. 
Sec'y,  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl,  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  Orono,  Maine,  U. 
S.  A. 

Frozen  and  Dried  Eggs. 

Frozen  and  dried  eggs  intended  for  hu- 
man consumption  are  largely  used  for 
cooking  purposes  where  inferiority  may 
be  concealed,  as  in  baking  cakes  or  mak- 
ing custards,  omelets,  pies,  etc.  The  traf- 
fic in  eggs  sold  for  drying  and  freezing 
has  greatly  increased  in  the  past  few 
years.  Strictly  fresh  marketable  eggs  in 
the  shell  command  a  high  price,  and 
there  is  difliculty  in  meeting  the  demand 
for  them;  but  large  quantities  of  ques- 
tionable eggs,  often  bought  at  very  low 
prices,  have  been  broken  out  for  cooking 
purposes  by  disreputable  firms,  being  pre- 
served by  freezing  or  drying  until  ready 
for  use.  Some  dealers,  however,  manu- 
facture a  satisfactory  product  by  the  use 
of  good  eggs  handled  under  proper  con- 
ditions. 

There  is  no  objection  to  drying  or  freez- 
ing good  eggs  under  proper  sanitary  con- 
ditions; in  fact,  there  are  some  advant- 
ages to  be  gained  by  preserving  eggs  in 
this  manner,  although  the  manufactur- 
ing processes  devised  by  man,  as  a  rule, 
do  not  improve  the  quality  of  nature's 
work.  Conditions  of  modern  life  and 
commerce  must,  however,  be  met,  and 
dried  eggs,  or  eggs  in  a  frozen  condition, 
may  be  shipped  long  distances,  and  re- 
quire less  space  for  transportation  and 
storage  than  do  eggs  in  the  shell. 

As  the  result  of  investigations  insti- 
tuted by  Secretary  Wilson,  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  re- 
cently issued  two  publications  that  give 
practical  suggestions  for  correcting  some 
of  the  existing  practices  and  conditions 
which  are  at  least  partially  responsible 
for  the  unsatisfactory  products  now  found 
on  the  market.  These  publications  are 
Bulletin  No.  158  and  Circular  No.  98  of 
the  Bureau  of  Chemistry,  entitled,  re- 


EVERY  LOUSY  HEN 


Is  losUiK  real  money  for  you.  Every  etffc'  you 
don't  iret  Is  so  nuieh  money  lost.  Stop  that 
leak!  liens  tormented  with  lice  can't  be  ex- 
pected to  lay  ecus.  You  can  Ueep  your  hen 
house  free  from  lice  wlUi  one  application  a 
.year,  and  Circular  lit  tells  you  liow.  .Sent 
Free.    Write  us  today. 

Carbolineiiiii  AVoiicI   l*ros«r\  in s;  Co., 

IHS  Franklin  Street.  New  York,  N.Y. 


TRAP  NESTED  BARRED  ROCKS 

(latalo^:  A  fi\:v.  At  |)resent  wrllintr  oui-  liuslness 
foi'  the  year  has  Increaseil  20(1  per  cent.  We  have 
hatched  '260  per  cent  as  nniny  chicks.  Do  you  reall/.e 
that  this  spells  satisfaction  to  our  customers'.' 
Kvery  thine  that  we  sell  Is  guaranteed  satisfactory 
oi-  youi"  iiioiii'y  is  rt»fmi<l<'*l.  We  have  many 
beautiful  birds  In  our  yards,  direct  des<'erulaiits  of 
'2011  eek' birds.  Cockerels  S4:  pullets  trios  JH.SO. 
(iet  youj'  stock  from  u  bleeder  whose  business  Is 
(,'rowliic. 

Arthur  L.  Searles,  Milford,  N.  H. 


C^vn  Bolje  Cuf^r^ 


\Pnce 


Ai'e  your  family  oil  lamp  chimneys  bri-aklntr  un- 
reaso[iably  fast"/  It  can  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
A  chemist  is  putting  a  small  neat  attachment  on  sale 
which  prevents  the  vast  majority  of  lamp  chimneys 
from  breaklncr  while  in  use.  With  this  simple  attiich- 
ment  every  lamp  chimney  should  last  an  unusually 
Ion?  period.  Satisfaction  eua 'anteed  cir  money  re- 
funded. Three  sizes  to  a  set.  Price  ^'2  per  set,  prepaid. 

Al  OEDT  RAUIQ  38;{  Conn«c.ticiit  Avenue, 
ALDcnl    UAVIO,     BRIDGEPOKT,  CONN. 


[MONEY  IN  THE  BAG 

,  Pearl  Grit  is  an  oxtr.a  cui;  producer. 
lExtrae(!(,'S  increasrcKi-'nioney.  The 
lextra  money  more  tlam  pays  for 
f  Pearl  Grit.  Users  s,ay  so,  and  keep  a 
supply  on  hand.  The  reason  is,  IT 
I'AY.S.   We  want  yon  to  write  us 
today  for  frpedclnil  information. 
OHIO  MARBLE  COMPANY 
753  S.  Cleveland  St.,  PIqua,  Ohio 


BRED  TO  LAY 

Barred  Plym.  Rocks 

Pullets,  JJreedinj;  Hi'ns.  CoeUerels  .iiid 
Cocks,  in  large  and  small  lots.    l<"ine  (|  ii.'ilil.> . 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  in  every  way.  No  gum 
game.  HONliSTV  oni- motto.  Send  In  your  oi-di'rs 
early,  as  this  will  Iiei  p  me  and  help  you. 

M.  P.  JONES,  Newport,  Maine. 


Exterminate  Rats  &  Nice 
Scientiflcally 


No 
Odors 


Non 
Poisonous 


^  PASTEUR  LABORATORIES'  RAT  VIRUS 

Easy  to  use^Harmless  to  poultry,  domoptic  animals 
and  man.    Write  for  full  pnrticuhirs  immediately 
-    PASTEUR  LABORATORIES  OF  AMERICA 

Paris-  Npw  York--ChicaKo--Pnn  Frnnci;'rf.  <-tc. 

Room  858,  443  So.  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago 

3G6— 308  West  lith  St.,  Now  York,  N.  Y. 


PRINTING 
For  Poultrymen  a  Specialty 
Costs  nothlncr  to  send  your  copy  and 
eet  an  estimate.  Lowest  prices.  Free 
use  of  cuts.   Samples  if  desired. 
VIKING  PRESS, 

399  Marginal  St..  KAST  BO.STON.  MAS.S. 


MY  GREAT  INCUBATOR 
OFFER  HAS  BEEN  ACCEPTED 

by  (hoiisantls  c.f  n.lisrin.l  ru'lnmers.  Bunog  uU 
of  this  sotitua  I  have  hecn  selling 

THE  NEW  BUFFALO 

Itcubal'.rat  justaVint  1  -2  the  price  ttiatanj  inochlno  of 
ftDythlDKliko  tbe  quality  liaa  ever  b«forc  been  oold  for. 
If  you  did  notgotyourfl  you  arc  money  out  of  pocket  un- 
IcBfl  you  write  at  once  for  partlcularf. 

Send  today  for  pricefl  and  fill  nnformadtm.  Address 
CHflS.  A.  CYPHERS,  Pre*., 
BolTaloln<MihatorCo,|4n<  ll-wilt  St..  HiiITiiIo.K.T, 


Canada  —  Mr.  W.  A.  Brown,  Depart- 

FARM-POULTRY,"  wUl  benefit  you— please 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "  SAW  AD.  IN 


them— and  help  us. 


L 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS 

Classified  advertisements  only  will  be  inserted  in  these  columns,  and  no  display  other  than  the  initial  word  or  name  allowed.  No  advertisement  containing 
less  than '\V>iO  lines -.ill  be  accepted.  All  parts  o/ lines  -.ill  be  charged  as  one  full  line.  Xo  limit  to  number  of  lines  ad.  may  contain,  .l/i  ad^zertiscr  can 
divide  his  copy  and  have  an  ad.  under  as  many  headings  as  he  wishes.  Cost  of  classified  advertising  -Mill  be  at  a  uniform  rate  oj  25  cents  per  line,  each 
and  every  insertion  ;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  lines  or  times  ordered.  Copy  -<.  ill  be  changed  as  of  ten  as  desired  without  extra  cost.  About 
seven  ordinary  words  make  a  line.  Initials,  figures,  name,  and  address  count  as  words.  We  classify  the  headings  in  alphabetical  order,  the  value  of  -^hich 
arrtniir^inpiif  /,>  I  he  adT>r/i<cr  A  at  mire  apparent,  enabling  the  buyer  to  im  media  tely  locale  advertisements  of  any  particular  kind  in  which  he  maybe  interested. 


BREEDING  STOCK. 

SC.  UKli.S.  il.  Uockn.  (1.  S.  liaiilaiim,  Peklii 
•       DiiclM.  D.  8.  Browni-ll.  SprlDiftk-ia,  Vt.  »••.' 

CHARCOAL. 

1>OrLTKY  CHAKCOAL  .jiily  »1  rwr  barrel; 
'.KJ  cciitH  III  llvi-  Ijarrel  luta.  Tbreu 
The  C.  B.  Cliarcool  Co.,  West  Brideewator,  Mass. 


HELP  WANTED. 


PIGEONS. 


POULTRY  FOODS. 


w 


ANTKU.  Mi-n  and  womeo  to  ciirii  t6  to  115 

|ior  (lay.   Send  Btainp  for  partlcularo. 
AildresR  H.  S.  I.  A.,  Indlanapolle,  Indiana. 

FKKK  IllUHtratod  Book  tells  about  over  360,(XJO 
protected  |x<9ltloU9  In  IT.  S.  Service.  Moretlian 
40,UOU  vacancleH  every  year.  There  1h  a  blK  chance 
here  for  yiiu,  sure  and  trenerous  pay,  lifetime  eni- 
ploynieiit.  Kasy  to  ijet.  Just  ask  for  booklet  A,  92. 
No  obllKatloo.   Earl  Uo|>klDB,  Washington,  D.  C. 


IDKJEONS!  PIGEONS!  THOUSANDS.  All 
breeds.  Countless  satlstled  customers  every- 
where. Start  with  our  money  maklnK  pigeons.  Large 
free  Illustrated  matter. 

Providence  Si|uab  Co.,  Providence,  K.  I.  9-3 


PAIKS  3IATED  HO.>f  EKS.  *1.  i: 
^\J\J   pairs  for  tlU.   CatalOKues,  10c. 
PlBcon  Dept.,  R.  F.  D.  No.  4,  Orchard  Park.  N.  Y. 


BULLETIN  ON  BALANCED  RATIOMg 
absolutely  free:  tells  bow  to  comix>und  at  home 
most  ecoooiiileal  and  healthful  mashes,  chick  foodi, 
scratch  foods.  Drop  postal  glvlug  your  dealer^ 
Dame  and  address  to 

Henola  Food  Co..  Box  40eK.  Newark.  M.  J. 


PRINTING 


PLYMOUTH  ROGKS. 


DUCKS. 


JAVAS. 


WHITE   KUNNEK   DUCKS.    Pairs,  fS  to 
iVt.    Fine  farm  reared  birds  of  the  better 
sort.  Miss  LItUe,  Clyde,  N.  Y. 


BLACK  .JAVAS  —  Write  for  catalogue  before 
buylnK  stock  or  CKgs.  Best  stock  In  the  coun- 
try. G.  M.  Mathews,  Brocton,  N.  y. 

LEGHORNS^ 


FARMS. 


POULTRY  FAKM  FOK  S.VLE.  JuHt  what 
you  have  been  VhMuk  for.  IIX)  houses,  full 
eiiulpmcnt.  tl,U)JU  cash,  balance  easy  terms.  For 
sale  by  The  C.  B.  C.  Co.,  West  Brldgcwater,  Mass. 


MERIHEWS  lU  Fl  LEGHORNS  won  the 
blue  at  Madison  Sq.,  I'JU.  23  solid  Buff  cocks. 
Karly  hatched  exhibition  cockerels  and  pullets:  also 
200  bens  IndudlnK  many  winners.  Write  for  niatlng 
list  and  prices.   L.  E.  Merlhew,  Marathon,  N.  Y.  9-2 

MINORCAS. 


50 


CEESE. 


B 


LACKMINOKC'A  eeRS  t3  per  Bit.:  cockerels. 
R.  Story,        \i  ii-u'ton  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Ir^MBDEN  GEESE.  My  wlnnlnRS  at  Madison 
-J  Square  Garden  for  four  years  prove  their  qual- 
ity. Show  birds,  adults,  f  10  to  JSO;  younusters,  $8  to 
tl5.   Breeders.  t5  to  18.     Miss  Little,  Clyde,  N.  Y. 


ORPINGTONS. 


EO.SE  COMB  Bl  F|-  AND  WHITE  Orp- 
ingtons.  Brcedei-s  at  rciluced  prices. 

Chlspa  Farm,  Melrose  Highlands,  Mass. 


OYES  BUFF  ROCKS.   A  few  splemlld  hens 
for  sale  for  early  shows.   Fine  young  stock 
later.   Noyes,  Box  273,  New  London,  Conn. 

PULLETS.   Several  hundred  head  pure  Parks 
bred-to-lay  Barred  Hocks.   March  and  April 
hatches.  Weighing  from  4  to  6  pounds  each.  Grown 
on  unlimited  rjinge.   Prices  reasonable. 
 The  .Mackey  Farms.  Gllboa.  N.  Y.  9-3 

THOROU(iHBRED  White  Plym.  Rock 
pullets.   Ready  to  lay,  J1.25  each. 
 Charles  E.  Graves,  Charlemont.  Ma.ss.  9-1 

BARRED  ROCKS  — Some  of  the  handsomest 
Barred  Plymouth  Hock  cockerels  vou  ever  saw 
for  sale.   (PIttsfleld  Farm  Strain). 
W.  K.  Comer,  EInnviiod  Uoad,  Wellesley,  .Mass.  9-4 

BRED  TO  LAY  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks.  Pul- 
lets, breeding  hens,  cockerels,  and  cocks  In 
large  and  small  lots.  Fine  quality.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed  in  every  way.  No  gum  game.  Honesty 
our  motto.  Send  In  your  orders  early,  as  this  will 
help  me  and  help  .vou.      M.  P.  .Tones,  Newport,  Me. 


PRINTING  for  Poultrymen:  flue  cuts  lued; 
samples  free.  Mention  your  breed. 

W.  A.  Bode,  Falrhaven.  P». 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

OLD  ACRES  Single  and  Hose  Comb  R.  I.  Ke<« 
of  wonderful  quality.  Breedere  and  owner* 
of  a  long  line  of  winners  at  New  York  and  Boston. 
Send  for  our  1912  mating  list.  Book  orders-  lor  day 
old  chicks  and  eggs  for  hatching. 

William  C.  Stephens.  Manager,  Foxboro.  .Mas. 


I.  REDS,  c Tompkins  direct).  Choice  corb 
ercls  for  sale.  Vista  Farm.  Stoneham,  Mini 


WANTED. 


WANTED  — A  ponltryman  to  take  charge  of  ■ 
small  plant  and  build  it  up  to  a  paying  ba^ 
If  you  are  not  a  worker,  and  do  not  mean  basinei^ 
do  not  apply. 

Address  R,  care  of  Farm-Poultry,  Boston,  Mass.  M 


Dryness  and  Dampness  in  Poultry 

Houses. 


apectively,  "A  Bacteriological  Study  of 
Sbell,  Fro/en  and  Desiccated  Eggs,"  and 
' '  Practical  SuEgestiona  for  the  Prepara- 
tion of  Frozen  and  Dried  F]ggs." 

Studies  on  Fowl  Cholera. 

Tills  is  Bulletin  No.  l")i»,  of  the  llhode 
Island  .Vgriciillural  lO.xperiment  Station, 
by  Dr.  P.  B.  Hadley,  tlie  full  title  of  the 
bulletin  being,  "Studies  on  Fowl  Cholera, 
II.  The  Role  of  an  Homologous  Culture 
of  Slight  N'irulence  in  the  Production  of 
Active  Immunity  in  Rabbits."  The  bul- 
letin is  highly  technical  and  makes  no 
deductions  of  direct  interest  to  poultry- 
men.  It  is  announced  that  investigations 
are  being  continued  with  special  reference 
to  the  proiluction  of  active  immunity  in 
birds. 

Primary  Principles  in  the  Prevention 
and  Treatment  of  Disease  in  Poultry. 

By  tieorge  liyroii  Morse,  Senior  Bacte- 
riologist, i'athological  Division,  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry.  This  is  a  reprint  of 
a  lecture  by  Dr.  Morse,  published  in  the 
Yearbook  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture for  liill,  and  previously  in  several 
otlier  places.  The  lecture  is  a  disserta- 
tion on  the  following  maxims: 

"  Clean  out  by  giving  Epsom  salt. 

"Clean  up  by  spreading  powdered  air 
slaked  lime. 

"  Clean  the  water  supply  by  adding 
l)ernianganate  of  potash. 

"Clean  the  food  by  preventing  con- 
tamination or  by  heating. 

"Clean  the  eggs  by  dipping  in  grain 
alcohol. 

"Clean  the  incubators  and  brooders 
by  scrubbing  with  hot  water  and  good, 
old  fashioned  kitchen  soap. 

"Clean  the  breeding  by  using  the 
youngest  females  consistent  with  the  re- 
(luirements  of  good  breeding." 

Housing  Farm-Poultry. 

Circular  No.  ;57,  of  I'urdue  I'niversity 
.-Vgricultural  Experiment  Station,  by  .\. 
G.  Phillips,  gives  plans  and  descriptior.s 
of  a  number  of  poultry  houses.  The  il- 
lustrations show  houses  at  diflerent  stages 
of  construction,  and  give  both  exterior 
and  interior  views  of  ditierent  types  of 
houses.  Detailed  plans  are  given  of  a 
trap  nest,  and  illustrations  of  grit  and 
feed  hoppers  and  of  a  grain  sprouter. 

Non- Sitting  Brown  Egg  Fowls. 

The  Journal  of  the  Xational  Poultry  Or- 
ganisation Societji  of  Great  Britain  men- 
tions experiments  along  [Mendeliau  lines, 
(of  course;  that's  the  mode  nowadays)  at 
Cambridge,  to  determine  whether  it  is 
possible  to  produce  a  non-sitting  breed 
that  will  lay  brown  shelled  eggs,  and  sug- 
gests that  the  first  step  should  be  to  find 
out  why  some  breeds  produce  colored 
shelled  eggs,  and  some  white  shelled  eggs. 


In  a  further  note  it  says:  "  The  one  co- 
gent fact  is  that  all  non-sitting  breeds  lay 
white  shelled  eggs,  and  it  would  appear 
to  be  true  that,  as  the  maternal  instinct 
weakens,  the  color  of  the  shell  diminishes. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  find  that  many  of 
the  sitting  races  lay  white  shelled  eggs. 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  produce 
birds  which  combine  non-sitting  with  col- 
ored shelled  eggs,  but  hitherto  in  vain." 

I  am  amazed  at  the  last  statement. 
Brown  egg  stocks  "or  strains"  of  various 
breeds  tliat  are  almost  non-sitters,  and 
contain  a  large  majority  of  birds  that  are 
absolutely  non-sitters,  are  found  so  fre- 
tjuently  that  it  has  never  occurred  to  me 
that  anyone  could  suppose  there  was  any 
difficulty  in  combining  non-sitting  and 
colored  shells.  I  have  had  hundreds  of 
hens  that  laid  brown  eggs  and  never  went 
broody  at  all.  I  never  tried  to  develop 
the  non-sitting  character,  because  as  long 
as  it  doesn't  get  too  bad  I'd  rather  have 
hens  go  broody  occasionally.  As  a  rule, 
my  hens  have  not  been  as  prone  to  broodi- 
ness  as  I  want  them  to  be.  My  observa- 
tion is  that  good  breeding,  good  care,  and 
good  laying  all  tend  to  eliminate  broodi- 
ness  —  regardless  of  the  color  of  the  egg 
shell.  Indiscriminate  breeding  and  indif- 
ferent care  result  in  poor  layers  and  an 
increase  of  broodiness.  Traditionally,  the 
Asiatic  fowls  are  reputed  to  be  very 
prone  to  broodiness.  I  often  wonder  on 
what  that  tradition  was  based.  I  think 
that  if  a  large  volume  of  accurate  statis- 
tics of  broodiness  in  difTerent  kinds  of 
fowls  were  collected  it  would  call  for  a 
revision  of  some  of  the  commonly  ac- 
cepted ideas  about  broodiness  in  breeds. 


White  Orplnston  Female. 

John  H.  RusUn,  Monsey,  N.  Y. 


A CORRESPONDENT  of  the  editor 
of  the  American  Poultry  World 
having  written  him  a  letter  de- 
tailing his  observations  on  vari- 
ous "open  front,  curtain  front,  part  glass 
and  muslin  houses,"  tells  Dr.  "Woods  of 
many  places  where  he  found  damp  fitter 
and  damp  walls  in  such  houses.  The 
latter  publishes  the  letter,  and  follows  it 
with  an  extended  discussion  from  which 
I  extract  the  following  text :  '  "The  mean- 
ing of  'dampness'  and  'moisture'  in  poul- 
try houses  as  understood  by  different 
people  seems  very  elastic." 

Dr.  Woods'  correspondent  reported 
finding  wet  litter  in  houses  the  owner 
claimed  were  dry,  and  being  told  by  the 
man  in  charge  of  certain  open  houses 
the  owner  described  as  dry,  that  the  litter 
had  to  be  taken  out  and  dried  at  frequent 
intervals.  From  which  it  would  appear 
that  in  those  cases  the  diflerence  in  state- 
ment was  too  wide  to  be  attributed  to  dif- 
ference in  understanding  of  the  terms.  It 
looks  like  the  owners  in  these  cases  were 
a  little  reckless,  and  perhaps  not  fully  in- 
formed as  to  the  facts.  Discrepancies  be- 
tween the  statements  of  owners  and  of 
the  men  in  charge  are  not  uncommon, 
and  occur  in  connneclion  with  all  phases 
of  work  with  poultry. 

As  Dr.  Woods  rightly  says,  there  are 
times  when  the  moisture  in  the  atmos- 
phere enters  all  kimls  of  buildings,  and 
nothing  is  dry.  This  dampness  is  not 
particularly  injurious  where  there  is  good 
circulation  of  air.  It  is  not  agreeable 
when  it  enters  our  dwelling  houses,  but 
we  have  to  put  up  with  it  unless  it  is  so 
cold  that  we  can  endure  the  fire  which 
will  drive  it  out.  It  can  be  kept  out  of  a 
tight  poultry  house  by  shutting  the  house 
against  it  —  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time, 
according  to  the  number  of  fowls  in  the 
house  and  the  atmospheric  conditions 
and  changes  taking  place  while  the  house 
is  closed.  L'niler  ordinary  conditions  the 
period  of  dryness  secured  by  closing  a 
house  when  the  outside  air  is  heavy  with 
moisture  is  comparatively  short ,  and  there 
is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  trying  it. 

The  best  attitude  to  take  toward  damp- 
ness is  to  accustom  the  birds  to  a  reasop_- 
able  amount  of  it  —  to  let  them  take  all 
ordinary  conditions  as  they  come,  in  a 
well  ventilated  house.  The  trouble  with 
a  great  many  of  the  so-called  open  front 
houses  is  that  they  do  not  provide  suf- 
ficient ventilation,  because  the  construc- 
tion is  devised  to  keep  the  birds  warm  in 
a  house  which  has  some  space  always 
open.  The  opening  is  in  many  cases  no 
more  eflective  than  a  slightly  open  win- 


ilow  or  door  in  a  tightly  built  house.  If 
dampness  or  moisture  accumulates  regu- 
larly by  condensation  on  the  walls  iuid 
ceiling  of  a  poultry  house,  that  is  evi- 
dence that  the  ventilation  is  insufficient. 
The  ob\'ious  remedy  is  to  increase  the 
ventilation,  by  enlarging  openings,  until 
dampness  no  longer  appears,  except  from 
contact  with  moisture  from  outside.  A 
fog  coming  into  an  open  poultry  house 
brings  some  dampness.  If  the  wails  and 
roof  are  not  watertight  they  may  occa- 
sionally be  wet  inside  from  rain  coming 
through.  I  have  often  seen  these  con- 
ditions in  houses  where  the  litter  on  the 
floor  was  dry.  When  litter  is  deep  and 
dry  it  will  do  no  harm  at  all  to  have  the 
top  of  it  wet  with  rain  or  snow,  provided 
there  is  not  too  much  of  it.  Dry  litter 
will  take  up  a  lot  of  moisture  in  this  way 
without  becoming  objectionably  damp.  I 
never  bother  to  dcse  the  doors  of  the 
poultry  houses  for  a  light  rain  or  snow 
beating  in  for  a  short  time. 

It  is  the  general  condition  of  walls  and 
litter  that  counts.  The  dampness  that 
comes  from  outside  —  and  dries  quickly— 
does  no  harm.  Chronic  tiampness  should 
be  corrected. 


To  Polish  and  Hamburg  Breeders. 


The  Empire  Poultry  Association,  holder 
of  the  great  Palace  Show,  is  making  a 
special  effort  to  bring  out  good  classes  in 
Polish  and  Hamburgs.  Judge  Atherton 
has  consented  to  take  th^se  classes.  Spec- 
ials will  be  awarded  in  these  classes,  and 
if  breeders  will  notify  the  association  that 
they  will  cooperate,  these  specials  will  Ije 
increased.  This  is  an  opportunity  for 
breeders  to  make  Polish  and  Hamburgs 
big  classes,  and  the  association  is  willing 
to  make  it  worth  while.  Breeders  will 
please  advise  the  Empire  Poultry  .Associa- 
tion, Mineola,  N.  Y.,  of  their  intention  to 
exhibit  at  once  so  that  the  specials  can  be 
included  in  the  Premium  List. 

L.  D.  Howell,  Secretary. 


And  Doubly  so  When  Well  Aimed. 


If  I  he  price  of  eggs  should  become  a 
political  issue,  it  wotdd  not  be  the  first 
time  that  eggs  have  broken  into  a  cam- 
paign, though  in  previous  contests  the  ar- 
guments they  presented  were  rather  rot- 
ten.— Salem  Observer. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "  SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 
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The  Editor's  Question  Box. 


In  this  department  the  editor  will  answer  miscellaneous  ques- 
tions on  poultry  topics,  and  all  special  requests  for  his  personal 
views  which  can  be  answered  briefly.  Inquiries  will  be  answered 
as  promptly  as  possible  and  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  received. 


How  Many  Eggs  a  Year.  (A.  E.  H. ) 

— "  I  have  lately  started  in  the  fancy 
chicken  business  and  1  wish  a  little  advice 
and  will  tell  you  about  what  I  term  a  rec- 
ord breaking  hen  for  laying  eggs.  I  have 
a  last  year's  pullet  that  started  to  lay  the 
28th  of  last  November,  and  is  still  at  it 
without  a  rest  and  has  not  wanted  to  set 
as  yet  and  in  this  time  she  has  laid  220 
eggs.  Now  what  1  wish  to  know  is  how 
many  eggs  a  good  hen  is  supposed  to  lay 
in  a  year?  An  early  answer  will  be  ap- 
preciated. This  is  a  R.  I.  Red  hen,  rose 
comb." 

"Good"'  hens  lay  all  the  way  from 
nine  or  ten  dozen  to  —  I 'm  not  sure  but  I 
think  that  the  highest  claim  made  was 
three  hundred  and  thirty  something.  The 
most  profitable  hens,  as  a  rule,  are  those 
which  lay  from  nine  to  twelve  or  thirteen 
dozen  a  year,  with  ordinary  attention. 
If  one  hen  in  a  flock  makes  a  big  record, 
that  is  interesting,  especially  for  the 
owner,  if  he  is  keeping  tabs  on  the  laying 
of  individual  hens;  but  if  the  attention 
given  the  fowls  and  the  work  of  keeping 
the  records  take,  relatively,  a  great  deal 
of  time,  the  performance  has  little  prac- 
tical significance. 

Canker.  (W.O. )  — "I  have  a  hen  that 
has  what  we  call  canker,  or  bad  mouth. 
The  trouble  is  in  between  the  jaws.  I  clean 
it  and  put  sulphur  down  as  far  as  the  jaws 
on  both  sides  after  washing  it  out  good 
with  warm  water.  I  never  had  one  like 
this.  The  yellow,  hard  matter  was  in  the 
throat,  and  sulphur  always  cured  it  in- 
side of  two  weeks.  This  has  been  run- 
ning now  for  a  month.  There  is  no  bad 
smell."  - 

It  does  not  pay  to  treat-  such  cases. 
The  best  thing  to  do  is  to  kill  the  bird. 
But  if  Mr.  0.  wants  to  treat  it,  either  of 
the  following  is  good: — Creolin,  one  part; 
vaseline,  ■"lO  parts;  turpentine,  1  part; 
glycerine,  (>  parts.    Apply  twice  a  day. 

Brewer's  Grains.  (Mrs.  J.  B.)— "Is 
the  w^heat  used  in  breweries  good  to  feed 
to  poultry— especially  to  laying  hens?" 

I  presume  that  what  Mrs.  B.  refers  to  is 
"brewer's  grains,"  which  is  the  residue 
from  barley  in  the  manufacture  of  beer. 
All  such  by-products  make  good  foods, 
but  the  extent  to  which  they  can  be  used 
in  place  of  complete  grain  foods  can  only 
be  determined  by  trial.  Brewer's  grains 
have  been  used  quite  extensively  for  some 
other  kinds  of  live  stock — particularly 
for  dairy  cows— but  very  little  for  poultry. 
I  have  never  had  opportunity  to  use  them. 
The  practical  way  to  ascertain  their  feed- 
ing value  in  any  case  is  to  feed  them  in 
small  quantities,  increasing  as  long  as  re- 
sults seem  favorable,  until  the  quantity 
that  can  be  fed  to  advantage  has  been  de- 
termined. If  one  is  so  situated  that  the 
trial  may  be  made  with  a  part  of  his 
fowls,  the  remainder  being  fed  according 
to  his  usual  practice,  so  much  the  better. 

Overcrowding.  (S.  S. )  —  "I  have  a 
flock  of  1,300  White  Leghorn  pullets. 
T^ntil  three  months  old  they  looked  grand. 
I  kept  them  in  good  sanitary  condition, 
but  now  some  of  them  get  one  eye  closed 
up  and  swelled  and  inflamed ;  and  some 
breathe  heavy  and  act  sleepy  all  the  time. 
I  separated  them  from  the  others,  I  can't 
make  out  what  caused  it." 

The  cause  of  the  trouble  is  probably 
overcrowding  and  sweating  at  night. 
That  is  the  cause  of  nearly  all  such  cases 
at  this  season  of  the  year.  A  great  many 
poultry  keepers  do  not  consider  that 
quarters  that  were  all  right  for  the  flocks 
in  them  while  the  birds  were  small  and 
the  weather  cool,  often  become  unsuitable 
as  the  birds  grow,  and  dangerous  when 
very  warm  weather  arrives.  I  would  ad- 
vise killing  all  afi"ected  pullets,  giving  the 


others  thoroughly  ventilated  coops  or 
houses,  and  carefully  avoiding  overcrowd- 
ing. It  is  always  best  to  be  on  the  safe 
side  of  this  danger. 

Which  Ration?  (G. )— "Would  like  to 
have  your  opinion  on  the  value,  or  other- 
wise, of  the  two  following  rations  for 
ordinary  conditions,  when  all  the  feed 
must  be  bought,  and  very  little  waste  feed 
is  available. 

L.wiNfi  Ration. 

Grain  Mixture: — 
10  lbs.  corn 
10  lbs.  wheat 
5  lbs.  oats 
Dry  Mash:  — 

5  lbs.  bran 
5  lbs.  shorts 
3^2  Ibs-  beef  scraps,  or 
62  lbs.  skim  milk. 

Chick  Ration. 

drain  Mirture: — 

10  lbs.  cracked  corn  (sifted ) 
10  lbs.  cracked  wheat 
10  lbs.  steel  cut  oats. 
Dry  Mash : — 
10  lbs.  bran 
10  lbs.  shorts 
5  lbs.  cornmeal 
5  lbs.  meat  scraps 
2)4  lbs.  charcoal 
Plenty  of  sour  milk. 
The  above  laying  ration  gave  the  fol- 
lowing production  from  two  pens  of  Leg- 
horns during  the  past  winter: 

Pen  Receiving  Skim  Milk. 

Per  cent  Average 
production.   No.  of  hens. 

January,  29  23.4 

February,  43  23 

March,  64  23 

April,  68  23 

May,  68  21.5 

June,  47.7  22 

Pen  Receiving  Beef  Scraps. 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 


Per  cent 
production. 

13 
42 
56 
74 
65 
58 


Average 
No.  of  hene. 

24.8 
24  . 
24 
24 
23.2 


These  are  good  average  rations.  The 
difference  in  results  of  using  beef  scrap 
or  skim  milk  for  laying  hens  is  not 
large  enough  or  regular  enough  to  have 
any  particular  significance  either  way.  It 
would  appear  on  the  face  of  the  report 
that  ()2  lbs.  of  skim  milk  was  a  little  more 
than  a  substitute  for  3^  lbs.  of  beef 
scrap,  but  we  cannot  draw  definite  con- 
clusions on  that  point  without  knowing 
the  weights  of  the  different  lots  of  birds 
compared  at  the  beginning  and  end  of 
the  period,  and  also  taking  into  account 
difference  in  condition  of  such  as  is  ap- 
parent to  observation. 

The  only  change  I  would  suggest  in  the 
grain  components  of  the  laying  ration 
would  be  to  add  5  lbs.  of  corn  meal  to 
the  dry  mash,  and  (perhaps)  increase  the 
proportion  of  corn  in  the  mixture  of  hard 
grains,  in  which  I  would  prefer  cracked 
corn.  The  reason  for  doing  this  is  that 
hens  and  chicks  well  fed  on  corn  products 
will  usually  require  less  meat,  or  substi- 
tute for  meat,  to  get  the  same  results.  If 
I  had  plenty  of  skim  milk  I  would  give 
fowls  all  they  would  use  of  it  and,  with 
some  increase  in  corn  and  corn  meal, 
would  cut  the  beef  scrap  down  to  just 
enough  to  give  more  flavor  to  the  dry 
mash. 


Amount  of  Poultry  in  Great  Britain. 


Don't  expect  chickens  to  know  as  much 
as  you  do  and  then  get  mad  when  they 
don't. — Exchange. 


IN  JUNE,  1908,  a  census  was  under- 
taken by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in 
order  to  arrive  at  the  luimber  of  fowls 
in  Great  Britain,  results  of  which  have 
just  been  published.  Why  such  an  extra- 
ordinary delay  has  occurred  in  the  publi- 
cation of  the  figures  it  woifld  be  interesting 
to  know.  Four  years  to  elapse  between 
taking  a  census  and  the  publication  of  the 
figures  is,  we  should  imagine,  something 
of  a  record.  The  returns  only  relate  to 
holdings  exceeding  one  acre  in  extent, 
and  thus  the  large  numbers  of  fowls  wliich 
are  kept  by  cottagers  and  small  holders 
who  do  not  occujiy  an  acre  are  excluded. 
This  is  unfortunate,  for  the  figures  are  so 
very  incomplete.  The  numbers  on  the 
farms  of  Great  Britain  on  June  4th,  1908, 
were  calculated  as  follows: — Fowls,  32,- 
.35(i,0(K);  ducks,  2,963,000;  geese,  712,000; 
turkeys,  697,000.  The  total  extent  of  cul- 
tivated land  in  Great  Britain  —  i.  e.,  of 
the  land  included  in  these  returns — is  32,- 
211,000  acres,  so  that  the  number  of  fowls 
kept  is  on  an  average  almost  precisely  one 
per  acre.  For  every  100  acres  there  are 
also  kept  nine  ducks,  two  geese,  and  two 
turkeys. 

The  density  of  poultry  differs  greatly  in 
different  districts  and  on  different  classes 
of  holdings.  Grass  farms  have  the  great- 
est average  density  on  the  whole,  though 
on  farms  of  this  class  exceeding  300  acres 
the  stock  is  very  small.  The  pre-eminence 
of  small  farms — i.  c,  of  50  acres  and 
less  —  as  regards  the  number  of  poultry 
of  all  kinds  to  the  acre  is  very  marked, 
by  far  the  greater  density  being  found  on 
those  not  exceeding  five  acres.  Fowls  are 
kept  in  larger  numbers  in  England  than 
in  either  Wales  or  Scotland,  but  Wales 
has  the  largest  stock  of  geese  in  relation 
to  acreage.  The  division  of  England  in 
which  fowls  appear  to  be  kept  in  greatest 
number  is  the  northwestern  group  of  coun- 
ties comprising  Cumberland,  Westmore- 
land, Lancashire,  Cheshire,  Derby,  and 
Stafford.  The  influence  of  small  holdings 
in  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  and  the  close 
proximity  to  great  markets  may  account 
for  this. 

The  numbers  of  poultry  on  the  farms 
on  June  4th,  1908,  being  based  on  the  an- 
nual returns  made  by  each  occupier,  may 
be  regarded  as  fairly  complete,  but  the 
figures  of  egg  production,  calculated  from 
a  more  limited  number  of  returns,  may 
be  subject  to  a  wider  margin  of  error. 
The  returns  from  which  they  are  calcula- 
ted were  obtained  from  occupiers  having 
fifty  or  more  fowls,  or  ten  or  more  ducks, 
geese,  or  turkeys.  Many  of  the  smaller 
poultry  keepers  would  consecjuently  be 
excluded,  while,  generally  speaking,  all 
the  larger  farms  would  be  included.  There 
has  been  in  recent  years  a  steady  diffusion 
of  interest  in  poultry  among  farmers,  and 
on  many  medium  sized  and  even  large 
fawns  serious  attention  is  now  given  to 
this  long  neglected  branch  of  agricultural 
production.  But  it  is  undeniable  that  on 
a  very  large  number  of  holdings  fowls  are 
still  kept  in  a  casual  manner,  and  the  ef- 
fective egg  production  per  hen  per  annum 
is  often  very  small.  The  annual  produc- 
tion of  eggs  works  out  at  an  average  for 
the  15J/2  million  hens  on  farms  in  Great 
Britain  at  72  per  hen. 

The  total  egg  production  from  farm  poul- 
try may  appear  somewhat  disappointing 
in  proportion  to  the  total  stock,  and  it 
must  further  be  remembered  that  the  sup- 
ply which  comes  into  the  market  is  very 
much  less.  The  consumption  of  eggs  and 
poultry  in  over  500,000  households  sup- 
plying their  home  demands  at  "cost 
price,"  and  therefore  on  a  relatively  lav- 
ish Pcale,  makes  a  very  large  initial  in- 
road into  the  tot:d  supply.  It  may,  in- 
deed, be  said  that  to  a  considerable  extent 
the  output  of  eggs  and  poultry— i  e.,  the 
(luantities  sold  off'  the  farms  —  represents 
the  surplus  remaining  after  the  producer's 
own  requirements  have  been  satisfied. 
The  total  value  of  the  output  of  eggs  and 
poultry  from  the  agricultural  holdings  of 
Great  Britain  is  calculated  from  these  re- 
turns at  about  £5,000,000.  This  sum,  of 
course,  takes  no  account  of  poultry  kept 
by  cottagers,  residents  in  towns,  and 
others  who  do  not  farm  quite  an  acre. 
The  aggregate  production  thus  excluded 
must  be  very  large,  though,  again,  it  may 


be  assumed  that  the  greater  part  of  it  is 
consumed  by  the  poultry  keepers  them- 
sel ves. — Vcaih ered  Life . 


"  Remember  always,"  exhorted  the 
preacher,  "  that  whatever  you  sow,  that 
also  you  shall  reap." 

"Not  always,"  replied  Subbubs,  "not 
if  your  neighbor  keeps  chickens."— 7<;.r. 


Save  those  sneezing.swollen  headed  fowl* 


ROUP  REMEDY 

is  guaranteed  satisfactory  treat- 
ment. Money  back  if  it  ever  fails 
you.  All  dealers  sell  on  this  guar- 
antee.   Prices  50c  and  $1.00. 

FREE:  A  copy  of  the  famous  Conkcy  Poultry 
Book,  20  p  for  name  of  dealer  and  t^tamps  4c-. 

The  G.  E.  Conkey  Co. 

CLEVELAND,©.     DEP'T  20 


Eaton's  Famous  Poultry  Foods 

Eaton's  lAte  Saver  Little  Cliit  k  Food 
Eaton's  Gr<iwin;r  Kation 
Eaton's  Clim.-ix  Grain  Mixdire 
Eaton's  Perfection  Mash  Mixture 
Eaton's  Hitfli  Gratle  Pigeon  Food 

The  Peerless  Self-Ieedrng  Dry  Food  Hopper 

R.  D.  Eaton  Grain  anil  Feed  Co.,  Dept.  G,  Norwich,  N.Y. 


20PA£E  POULTRY 

Tells  how  to  succeed  with 
[  poultry  on  theordinary  farm. 
I  How  to  make  a  first-claes 
J  brooder  out  of  an  old  piano 
J  box.  \S  hat  breeds  lay  best. 
(Plans  for  poultry  liouses,  how 
Ito  feed,  breed,  etc.  Describea 

TRAIRIE  STATE  Incubators  and  Brooders  J 

1  will  be  sorprieedat  tlie  valuable  informa 
tains.   It's  free.    Write  a  postal  fnr  a  ropy  tod 

Prairie  State  Incubator  Co.,479Main  St..  Horrer  t 


BOOK 

FREE 


PRAIRIE  STATE  INCUBATORS 

WRITE  TO 

JOS.  BRECK  &  SONS, 

4  7  to  54  Nortli  Market  St.,  Boston,  3Iass. 

The.v  are  New  EDsIand  selllnK  asrents,  show  a  full 
line  of  the  Prairie  Shite  INCUBATOKS  and  BROOD- 
ERS, and  will  mall  catalOKue  FRKE  and  quote 
factory  prices. 

MAKE  YOUR  HENS  PAY 

Our  two  BIG  FREE  BOOKS  tell  YOU  lunv.  OUR  New 
1912  Hatcher  and  Brooders  will  give  you  slronjrer  chickeos 
and  will  save  half  the  cost.  Write  for  FREE  BOOKS  today 
and  we  will  tell  you 
how  to  MAKE 
your  poultry 
better  than  the 
oi  the  {arm. 


C;el«  Hateher 
„,  ,  Company, 
Lehigh  At«^ 
Elmtrs,  H.  V* 


ROSE  COMB  ORPINGTONS 

Our  first  consideration  is  egg  production 
Wins  at  Boston  and  other  large  shows 
assure  quality  and  type.  Buffs,  Whites, 
and  a  few  Blacks.    Literature  is  Free. 

CHISPA  FARM,   MELROSE  HIGHWNDS,  MASS. 


QPQIPQOLS 


CAPONS  bring  the  largest  profits 
—100  per  cent  more  than  other  poul- 
try. Caponizlng  is  easy  and  boon 
learned.  Progressive  poultrymen  use 
CAPONIZ- 
INQ  SETS 


PILLING 


Postpaid  $2.50  per  eet  with  free  Instrao- ' 
f    tions.     The  coQvenlent,  durable,  ready- 

■  for-uaekind.  Bestmaterial.  Wealsomake 

■  Poultry  Marker  25o,  Gape  Worm  Extractor  25o 
m  Sreruih  Killing  Knife  60o.    Capon  Book  Free. 

g  G.  P.  Pilling  &,  Son  Co.,  f  iuiadelpliia.Pa. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM=POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you — please  them — and  help  us. 
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American  Poultry  Association  Notes. 


Pi.M>lN<.  advicea  from  the  field  of 
^  battle  at  Nashville,  I  am  whiling 
away  a  little  time  perusini^  the 
"  Itemized  Statement  of  the  Fi- 
nani  ial  Condition  of  the  Americ'an  Poul- 
try Association,  together  with  a  fuU  re- 
port of  all  transactions  covering  the  Fis- 
cal year,  expiring  July  30,  H)12,"  which 
I  have  just  received  from  the  8e<;retary. 
The  report  shows  a  balance  in  the  treas- 
ury of  >;i<J,:.'()7.i'0.  This  appears  to  in- 
clude the  receipts  for  Standards  sold  dur- 
ing the  year,  the  greater  part  of  which 
were  of  the  corrected  edition,  but  I  find 
no  mention  of  disbursements  to  the 
printers  of  this  edition,  although  the 
Standard  of  Perfection  Account"  indi- 
cates that  the  job  is  done  and  the  books 
delivered.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  "finan- 
cial condition  "  is  not  luUy  stated  unless 
it  includes  bills  payable  and  outstanding 
a<-counts,  if  any.  The  contract  price  for 
printing  the  Standards  was  $o,72o.  That 
is  a  liability  of  the  association.  The 
Standards  delivered  and  on  hand  are  an 
asset  of  the  assoi  iation  oh  which  it  will 
realize  as  sales  are  made.  The  statement 
shows  various  amounts  paid  to  organizers 
for  securing  members,  and  in  refunds  to 
branches,  but  does  not  show  what  further 
amounts  are  due.  The  association  re- 
ceived ^;lL',l.")i)  in  membership  fees,  and 
paid  out  in  refunds  to  branches  and  or- 
iranizers  commissions  So, 448.  As  there 
was  a  batch  of  refunds  .luly  lUth,  the 
natural  inference  is  that  these  are  paid 
up  now  as  far  as  names  have  been  acted 
upon.  A  comparison  of  this  statement 
with  the  last  indicates  that  the  actual 
difl'erence  in  the  association's  financial, 
or  commercial,  condition  since  twelve 
months  ago  is  represented  by  the  1S,:>2() 
new  Standards  on  hand.  "What  the  asso- 
ciation will  get  out  of  these  is  problem- 
atical. The  limited  acceptance  of  the 
otl'er  to  exchange  cor/rc/tfrf  for  mhjil  copies 
indicates  that  the  association  will  dispose 
of  most  of  those  now  on  hand  at  the  regu- 
lar price. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  principal 
items  of  expense  to  the  association.  The 
traveling  and  hotel  expenses  of  those 
members  of  the  executive  board  (and  the 
election  commissioner)  whose  expenses 
are  paid  by  the  a.ssociation  to  the  Denver 
meeting  cost  >;i,o4(i.4S.    The  reporting, 


Rose  Comb  White  Orplneton  Hen. 

One  of  the  Kioat  lajors  at  Chispa  Farm, 
Melrose  Highlands,  Mass. 

printing,  and  mailing  of  the  proceedings 
cost  $1,1'(>S.75.  The  annual  election  cost 
the  association  $2ol.o2.  Here  are  three 
items  aggregating  over  000  that  ought 
to  be  largely  eliminated.  Nine  elective 
members  of  the  board  and  one  vice-pres- 
ident could  be  dispensed  with.  The  mail 
election  should  be  abolished,  and  the 
election  of  general  otBcers  be  made  at 
each  general  meeting.  Once  in  two  years 
is  certainly  enough  for  a  general  conven- 
tion. The  general  officers  ought  to  give 
a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  develop- 
ment of  work  througli  the  branches. 
Branch  meetings  should  be  so  arranged 
that  the  president  or  secretary  of  the  asso- 
ciation can  be  present  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  each  branch  every  year.  Then  the 
work  would  be  more  eli'ective  and  would 
soon  be  on  a  uniform  basis. 

I'nder  the  heading,  ' '  Let  the  Dead 
Ones  Rest,"  Poultry  Pointers  has  this  edi- 


torial: "It  .seems  to  be  the  custom  to 
enroll  members  of  the  American  Poultry 
Association  on  a  wholesale  basis  by  cities 
and  other  organizations  simply  to  make  a 
good  showing  at  certain  times  and  for 
certain  reasons.  In  this  way,  many  mem- 
l>ers  are  taken  into  the  A.  P.  A.  who  are 
not  interested,  and  who  never  give  the 
association  a  second  thought.  Conse- 
quently, when  any  important  movement 
is  staited  by  the  A.  P.  A.,  it  is  hard 
to  enlist  more  than  a  small  percentage  of 
the  entire  membership.    Again,  at  elec- 


Flrst  R.  C.  Buff  Orplngrton  Cock,  Boston.  1912. 

Chispa  Farm,  Melrose  Highlands,  Mass. 

tion  time  less  than  one-fourth  the  entire 
membership  pay  enough  attention  to  the 
aflairs  of  the  association  to  even  vote 
their  ballot. 

"  It  seems  as  though  conditions  of  this 
kind  should  be  remedied.  Only  interested 
members  should  be  sought,  and  those 
who  do  not  maintain  interest  enough  to 
vote  at  election  time  should  be  dropped 
from  the  membership  after  one  or  two 
failures  to  show  interest,  and  should  be 
charged  an  additional  fee  to  return  to 
good  standing  in  the  association  should 
they  desire  to  renew  their  interest.  This 
would  save  considerable  money  to  the 
association  in  the  way  of  reducing  the 
printing  bills  and  postage  bills  now  re- 
quired to  furnish  every  member,  whether 
a  "dead  one"  or  a  "lis-e  one,"  with  a 
copy  of  the  annual  proceedings,  and  with 
a  ballot  at  least  once  each  year." 

That's  one  aspect  of  the  situation,  but 
not  the  main  one.  The  principal  aspect 
is  that  the  association  has  made  no  effort 
to  get  members  who  would  be  active 
members  —  and  not  others.  Its  solicitors 
have  urged  people  to  come  in  on  the 
ground  that,  however  remotely  interested 
in  poultry,  it  was  their  duty  to  support 
the  association.  They  have  been  glad  to 
get  the  fee  —  even  in  installments.  One 
of  the  inducements  to  join  has  been  that 
they  would  have  the  privilege  of  voting 
in  mail  elections,  and  another  that  they 
would  receive  each  year  the  report  of  the 
proceedings.  ^len  who  are  not  inter- 
ested in  the  association  are  not  impor- 
tuning It  to  take  them  as  members.  The 
association  makes  their  lives  a  burden 
until  they  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
is  better  to  pay  the  ten  dollars  and  be  rid 
of  solicitors.  Probably  these  men  would 
never  miss  the  proceedings  if  they  failed 
to  get  their  copy,  or  complain  if  a  ballot 
were  not  sent  them.  But  can  the  asso- 
ciation allord  to  put  itselt  in  the  attitude 
of  officially  penalizing  them  for  not  ex- 
ercising a  privilege? 

The  association  was  amply  warned  be- 


lore  it  l)e>;an  to  gather  in  members  on 
this  basis  that  the  more  members  it  got 
the  worse  oti  it  would  tie.  It  had  better 
take  its  medicine  for  this  folly,  and  devise 
some  legitimate  means  of  raising  revenue 
to  carry  the  "dead  ones,"  or  else  arrange 
to  get  them  to  release  it  from  its  obliga- 
tions. 


Poultry  at  the  Brockton  Fair. 

The  Brockton  Fair  Poultry  Committee, 
composed  of  F.  W.  Rogers,  V..  T.  Pack- 
ard, and  A.  Vs  .  Packard,  are  pushing 
preparations  for  the  big  show  at  tlie  fair, 
October  1  —  4.  Treasurer  E.  T.  Packard 
reports  everything  in  good  shape,  and  the 
outlook  good  for  a  fine  exhibit.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  regular  premiums  and  regu- 
lar gold  specials  oti'ered  by  the  society, 
cups,  medals,  prize  ribbons,  etc.,  are  of- 
fered by  many  jjoultry  clubs  and  by  a 
numVjer  of  individuals  in  both  the  poultry 
and  pigeon  departments.  The  American 
Tumbler  Club  holds  its  young  bird  show 
at  the  Brockton  Fair  this  year,  and  a  very 
large  entry  is  expected. 

The  judges  are,  of  poultry,  Richard  Oke, 
C.  A.  Wheeler,  A.  C.  Smith,  W.  B.  Ath- 
erton,  James  Glasgow,  W.  H.  Congdon, 
Lester  Tompkins,  M.  H.  Coffin,  J.  M. 
Cutting,  and  E.  F.  Benson.  Of  pigeons, 
John  W.  Goodall,  James  Glasgow,  Rich- 
ard Whitney,  George  Feathers,  W.  A. 
Hersey,  and  C.  F.  Fobes. 

For  catalogue  and  other  information, 
address  E.  T.  Packard,  Brockton  Fair 
Poultry  Department,  Brockton,  Mass. 


500  Poultry  Show 
Coops  For  Sale 

They  are  made  In  secUone  of  four.  Have  metal 
pardtlong  and  ends.  The  frames  are  hinged  and 
fasten  to  bottom  with  clamps,  so  they  can  be  taken 
down  and  stored  away  when  not  in  use.  Just  the 
thing  for  the  Agricultural  Fairs  or  Poultry  .\«socta- 
tlons.  fniform  cooping  will  Increase  your  entries 
and  save  yon  money. 

These  coops  have  only  been  used  a  few  times  and 
are  In  good  condition  For  further  Infomiatloo  write 
E.  T.  PACKARD,  BosSSl,  Brockton,  Slass. 


(SOMETHING  TO  CROW  ABOUf) 


  '  BOOKLET 


1.0  HEN-E-TA 

WAbouOO'l  Tri-Calcium  Phosohste 
tiPopularly  Called  BONE  ASH 

NO  OTHER  I  NOoTflER 
JBONENEEDEDl  GRIT  NEEDED 

NO  MORE  BONE  CUTTERS  NEEDED 
KG  M0fiEBEEF-5CRAP5  NEEDED 
NO  MORE  CHARCOAL  NEEDED 
MO  MORE  OYSra-ffiEUS  NEEHED 


100  lbs. 
SOO  lbs. 


S2.25 
9.00 


Balanced  Ration  Formulas  Free 

If  you  will  give  us  your  dealers 
name  and  address. 

HEN-E-m  BONE  CO. 

NEWARK.  H.X    CEPT.     E        FLEMINCTON,  W.VA. 


Premature. 


The  Palace  Show 

NEW  YORK  CITY, 

December  3-7, 1912 


An  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin"  Company 
was  starting  to  parade  in  a  small  Xew 
England  town,  when  a  big  gander  from 
a  farm  yard  near  at  hand  waddled  to  the 
middle  of  the  street  and  began  to  hiss. 

One  of  the  double-in-brass  actors  turneil 
towards  the  fowl  and  angrily  exclaimed : 

"Don't  be  so  quick  to  jump  at  conclu- 
sions. Wait  till  you  see  the  show." — Lip- 
pincott's. 


ENTRIES 
CLOSE 
NOVEMBER 
20tll. 


THE 
BANQUET 
AS 
USUAL. 


EMPIRE  POULTRY  ASSOCIATION. 


MINEOLA,  N.  Y. 


Barred  Rock  Cockerels. 

(Pittsfield  Farm  Strain  Direct;. 

1  have  a  choice  lot  of  early  April  hatched  cockerels  for  October  delivery,  at  Tery 
favorable  prices.  Kvery  bird  is  a  healthy,  vigorous  specimen  that  will  develop  into  a  flue 
Standard  bred  bird  of  excellent  breeding  quality.  This  is  your  chance  to  secure  new 
male  blood  of  the  celebrated  Pittsfield  Fanu  strain  at  tlie  low  prices  of  $2  jO,  andil 
each.  We  satisfy  our  customers,  even  to  the  butcher  who  gets  our  culls — and  gets 
tliem.   Let  me  book  your  order  now.   Don't  miss  this  opportunity. 


ROCKWOOD  FARM,  Charles  Carruth,  Prop.,  AMHERST,  N.  H. 


WYCKOFF'S  S.  C.  WHITE  LEGHORNS 

Acknowledged  Everywliere  the  World's  Greatest  Layine  .Strain  ;  I  iieiiualed  in  Standaril 
Qaalities.  Kemember  that  we  are  tbe  orisinators,  and  for  over  thirty  years  speci.-ilty  breeders 
of  the  justly  celebrated  "AVYCKOFF"  Strain  of  S.  C.  White  Leshorns,  the  3Iost  Protitable 
.Strain  of  Ponltry  in  America  today.   Place  your  orders  at  headquarters,  and  make  no  mistake. 

^000  choice  yearling  hens,  fine  strong  early  cockerels,  and  a  few  yearling  cocks;  must  be  sold  at 
once  to  make  room,  and  prices  will  be  made  especially  attractive  to  early  buyei"S. 

Send  for  catalogue,  and  state  wants  as  near  as  possible.  Address. 

C.  H.  WYCKOFF  &  SON,  Aurora,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y. 


Sprouted  Oats-Winter  Eggs 

Get  ready  for  the  Highest  Prices  in  eggs 
this  winter  the  market  has  ever  seen. 

For  prolific  egg  production  and  big  boned,  glossy  show  birds,  feed  sprouted 
oats.   To  get  quantities  of  sprouted  oats  e.islly  and  quickly,  get  a 

DOUBLE  QUICK  GRAIN  SPROUTER. 

The  Perpetual  Poultry  Silo.  A  Veritable  Hot-House,  Growtb-Forcing 
Machine.  Makes  Two  to  Four  bushels  of  Feed  from  One  bushel  of  Grain.  Pays 
a  Profit  Every  Month  In  the  Twelve.   Made  in  six  sizes  from  a  few  hens  to  1,0U0' 

CLOSE-TO-NATURE  COMPANY,  73  Front  Street,  Colfax,  Iowa. 


"SENSATION" 

RED  PRINCE;  Rose  <&  S.  C.  REDS. 

The  Strains  that  have  won  more  firsts  Un  R.  C.)  at  Xew  York,  Boston,  Provi- 
dence, Chicaso.  Baltimore,  Washington,  1911 — 1912  than  all  others  combined. 

^  ^n^^  1^    4.0(K)  youngsters  from  the  strongest  matings  in  America.    Can  furnish  WINNERS  for  any  show. 

O    I  l\  Also  BARGAINS  in  YEARLING  COCKS  and  breeding  females.    Eggs  at  all  seasons.  CIRCULAR. 

RED  FEATHER  FARM,  F.  W.  C.  ALMY,  Prop.,  Box  67,  Tiverton  4  Corners,  R.  I. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM=POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them  — and  help  us. 
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Amateur  Wiseacres  in  Poultry  Culture 


A MAN  who  is  at  the  head  of  an 
ini|iortant  institution,  witli  iiead- 
((narters  in  tliis  <;ity,  has  a  sum- 
mer home  on  a  farm  in  New 
Hampshire.  .Inst  before  going  ni^  tliere 
last  spring  lie  came  to  me  to  ask  me  to 
give  him  simple  (lirections  for  the  care 
and  feeding  of  the  small  Hock  of  hens  he 
intended  to  keep.  He  also  took  a  copy 
of  "First  (.essoiis"  with  him.  About  two 
months  afterwards  he  telephoned  one  day 
to  ask  about  the  feeding  of  little  chick- 
ens. He  had  started  to  feed  some  on  one 
of  the  rations  given  in  the  book,  which 
included  two  mash  feeds  a  day.  Some 
friends  or  acquaintances  who  observed 
this  had  told  him  that  no  one  fed  mash 
to  little  chickens  in  these  days  —  that  the 
modern  practice  was  dry  feeding.  I  as- 
sured him  that  dry  feeding  had  not 
reached  that  pre-eminence  and  that  he 
was  much  more  likely  to  grow  good  chick- 
ens by  using  a  good  mash  than  by  dis- 
pensing with  it. 
The  incident  illustrates  two  propensities 


of  human  nature  that  are  responsible  for 
a  lot  of  unsatisfactory  work  with  poultry. 
Most  peojile  .seem  to  be  terribly  afraid  to 
stick  to  old  ami  tried  methods  wlien 
something  different  is  recommended  as 
new.  A  great  many  people  go  about  ex- 
I)ressing  very  positive  opinions  on  snch 
matters  as  this  when  they  (iitlier  are  not 
(|ualified  to  express  an  opinion  at  all,  or 
are  very  careless  about  accurately  ex- 
pressing tlicir  views. 

Anyone  who  thinks  that  dry  feeding  is 
the  better  method  is  entitled  to  his 
opinion.  Anyone  who  believes  that  it 
has  displaced  the  use  of  mashes  among 
good  poultry  keepers,  is  plainly  not  quali- 
fied to  pass  judgment  on  that  point.  Yet 
thousands  of  people  do,  with  all  the  as- 
surance in  the  world,  give  out  such  state- 
ments both  verbally  and  in  print,  and 
thousands  of  others,  allowing  themselves 
to  be  influenced  by  whatever  pretends  to 
be  authoritative,  change  plans  and  meth- 
ods so  often  that  good  work  is  impossible. 


Fruit  and  Garden  Notes. 


ALL  references  to  these  topics  were 
omitted  from  the  July  issue  be- 
cause at  the  time  the  matter  for 
that  number  was  in  preparation 
it  was  an  open  question  whether  there 
would  be  any  green  thing  left  in  tliis  part 
of  the  country  by  the  time  the  paper  was 
distributed.  \^'^hen  I  wrote  the  notes  for 
the  July  issue,  early  in  June,  the  continu- 
ous wet  weather  seemed  to  be  over  and 
we  here  all  looked  forward  to  some  nor- 
mal weather.  But,  no;  Jupiter  Pluvius, 
having  done  all  he  could  to  spoil  our  gar- 
dening for  the  season,  Old  Sol  called  the 
winds  to  his  aid  and  devoted  about  six 
weeks  to  removing  the  moisture  from  the 
soil,  with  the  result  that  all  through  the 
first  half  of  July  vegetation  of  nearly  all 
kinds  was  burning  up.  Indeed,  a  great 
deal  of  it  seemed  to  be  gone  past  resusci- 
tation. Lawns  were  brown,  shrubs  wilted, 
even  the  trees  began  to  drop  leaves.  The 
vegetable  crops  that  had  started  were  so 
soft  when  the  dry  weather  began  that  they 
wilted  right  down.  Of  ujost  of  this  stufi 
the  most  that  can  now  be  said  is:  It  still 
lives,  but  it  couldn't  come  back. 

Well,  about  the  middle  of  July,  the 
drought  was  broken,  and  since  then  our 
rains  have  been  frequent  enough  to  bring 
back  the  grass  and  bring  along  the  crops 
on  lanil  that  had  retained  some  moisture 
throughout  the  dry  spell.  As  far  as  a 
crop  worth  handling  is  concerned,  early 
an(i  medium  crops  are  very  poor  or  fail- 
ures here,  and  people  dependent  upon 
their  crops  are  pushing  late  crops,  like 
cabbage  and  celery,  for  all  they  are  worth. 
I'm  not  putting  in  any  of  either  —  not 
even  for  home  use,  because  I  think  that 
with  everyone  planting  them,  if  they  suc- 
ceed, they  will  be  very  cheap,  and  I  can 
use  my  time  to  better  advantage  getting 
land  in  shape  for  next  year,  while  whether 
they  succeed  or  not  will  still  depend  very 
much  upon  the  weather.  On  my  experi- 
ence the  chances  of  good  crops  of  celery 
and  late  cabbage  put  in  as  late  as  most  of 
the  stuff  here  went  in  are  just  about  even. 
To  be  reasonably  sure  of  a  crop,  these 
plants  .should  have  been  in  and  established 
at  the  time  most  of  them  were  set  out.' 
There  is  a  chance  of  getting  sometliing 
out  of  them,  and  sometimes  out  of  other 
crops  started  very  late  in  the  season,  but 
you  miss  oftener  than  you  hit  if  you  ac- 
cept the  statements  of  those  selling  plants 
and  seeds,  who  assure  you  that  the  very 
late  plantings  oftt;n  do  well.  They  do  not 
ojlen  do  well — not  in  comparison  with  the 
times  when  they  prove  disappointing. 
The  correct  statement  is  that  they  occa- 
sionally do  well.  If  one  wants  to  take 
chances  on  them,  well  and  good ;  but  he 
should  understand  the  nature  of  his 
chances. 

Although  this  is  in  general  an  unfavor- 
able season,  I  have  one  thing  that  is  a 
success  (so  far)  that  has  usually  failed 
with  me — late  peas.  I  planted  a  row  of 
Alderman  early  in  June,  and  at  this  wait- 
ing, August  Ivh,  they  have  a  good  crop 
of  long  pods  that  are  filling  fast,  and  will 
he  all  right  if  we  do  not  get  extreme  hot 
weather.    I  put  these  in  only  because  I 


had  the  seed  left  from  last  year  and  was 
afraid  it  would  lose  too  much  vitality  if 
kept  over  another  year.  Growing  peas  as 
a  garden  crop  does  not  appeal  to  me. 
Though  I  like  nice  peas  on  the  table,  it 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  worth  while  to 
grow  them  for  your  table  when  it  is  so 
much  easier  to  grow  asparagus  and  string 
beans.  In  peas  we  have  to  grow  alto- 
gether too  much  vine  and  pod  for  the 
amount  of  edible  stufl!"  the  plant  provides, 
and  picking  and  shelling  peas  is  slow 
work  compared  with  the  preparation  of 
the  other  articles  mentioned.  Perhaps  if 
we  did  not  have  our  fill  of  asparagus  be- 
fore the  peas  come  we  would  be  more 
hungry  for  peas  and  less  critical  about 
cost,  but  as  we  have  the  asparagus  with 
other  things  of  easy  production  following 
right  along,  why  labor  with  peas? 

One  of  the  most  satisfactory  things  to 
grow  in  a  family  garden  is  the  table  beet. 
On  strong  land,  or  on  well  manured  light 
land,  this  can  be  grown  without  thinning 
when  the  beets  are  to  be  pulled  in  small 
quantities  as  used.  Where  crowded,  they 
do  not  come  quite  as  fast  or  as  uniform, 
but  I  have  usually  found  that  there  were 
enough  thin  places  in  the  rows  to  give  the 
first  beets  for  use  as  early  as  if  the  beets 
had  been  thinned.  I've  often  wondered 
why  it  is  that  table  beets  show  so  much 
more  vitality,  as  a  rule,  than  mangels. 
We  seldom  miss  on  early  beets,  or  on 
beets  planted  up  to  the  latter  part  of 
June,  but  I  never  succeeded  in  getting 
anything  satisfactory  from  later  plant- 
ings. I  put  in  two  rows  this  year  on  July 
i'7th,  just  to  try  again. 

One  of  the  interesting  things  in  the 
garden  this  year  is  a  row  of  green  string 
beans  from  seed  I  bought  in  190.3.  I  am 
sure  of  the  date  because  they  are  the  only 
green  string  beans  I  bought  for  seed  since 
we  moved  to  this  place  We  prefer  the 
wax  beans,  and  after  trying  the  others 
one  year,  I  left  the  seed  in  a  box  in  the 
grain  room.  Coming  across  it  this  spring, 
I  thought  I'd  see  wliether  it  would  grow. 
It  came  just  as  ipiick  and  as  well  as  wax 
beans  from  new  seed,  and  the  beans  were 
ready  to  pick  at  the  same  time.  A  few 
seeds  of  a  yard  long  pole  bean  that  were 
given  me  by  a  friend  about  six  years  ago, 
and  mislaid  at  the  time,  came  to  light 
with  those  just  mentioned  and  were 
planted.  These  grew,  too,  but  the  plants 
do  not  show  the  vitality  of  the  others. 

Although  our  strawberry  bed  was  by 
no  means  clean,  it  produced  well  at  the 
start  and  would  have  done  well  through 
the  season,  but  for  the  dry  weather  which 
finally  dried  up  both  berries  and  plants. 
We  had,  however,  plenty  of  berries  for 
the  table  and  a  good  lot  for  preserving. 
The  Cuthbert  raspberries  set  out  the  last 
of  May  started  well,  but  were  beginning 
to  go  back  a  little  in  the  extreme  hot, 
dry  weather  early  in  July.  The  small  old 
canes  were  full  of  bloom.  The  fruit  ex- 
perts advise  removing  these  blooms,  but 
I  never  could  see  that  the  reason  given 
was  suflicient.  It  is  said  that  bearing 
fruit  takes  too  much  strength  from  the 
plant.    As  the  old  cane  is  to  be  removed, 
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anyway,  I  can't  see  what  harm  it  does  to 
let  it  bear  if  the  young  canes  are  well 
started.  Although  the  prospects  for  ber- 
ries did  not  look  good  toward  the  end  of 
the  dry  period,  after  the  rains  came  they 
filled  up  fast  and  ripened  well.  The 
smaller  children  ate  a  good  many  from 
the  bushes  at  random,  and  every  few 
days  someone  would  go  all  over  them  and 
get  enough  for  a  meal.  Inasmuch  as  in 
a  well  established  row  of  raspberries  after 
the  first  year  the  ground  supports  many 
large  canes,  quite  crowded,  in  full  bear- 
ing, it  seems  to  me  absurd  to  suppose 
that  a  little  fruit  on  the  original  canes 
with  a  superabundance  of  ground  room 
is  going  to  have  any  perceptible  efl'ect  on 
the  new  growth.  If  the  new  growth  is  so 
weak  that  it  would,  I  think  the  plants 
must  be  too  weak  to  make  good  founda- 
tion stock,  or  else  the  soil  is  in  very  poor 
condition.  I  go  along  the  rows  every  few 
days  and  as  fast  as  a  new  cane  comes  to 
about  the  height  of  my  hip  I  snip  the  top 
with  my  thumb  nail.  This  checks  up- 
ward growth  and  makes  the  canes  grow 
strong  and  sturdy  and  throw  out  many 
branches,  and  gradually  the  rows  become 
uniform  throughout  their  length. 


The  English  Quart  and  the 
American  Quart. 


Some  grit  is  needful  for  the  hen. 
And  lack  of  it  makes  mushy  men. 

— Exchange. 


Editor  FAK.\r-PouLTRY: — In  the  .luly 
number  of  F. -P.  there  is  abstracted  from 
an  English  periodical,  data  relative  to 
"Feeding  and  a  gallon  bucket."  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  English  gallon 
contains  277  cubic  inches  to  2.31  in  the 
American  gallon,  or  in  the  ratio  of  12  to 
10.  Thus,  to  get  the  same  hulk  of  feed, 
we  would  have  to  use  our  12  quart  pail 
and  not  ow  10  (juart,  (234  gallon).  Each 
poultryman  interested  in  knowing  the 
weights  of  stufi'  he  feeds  had  better  weigh 
up  a  pailful  of  each  of  his  grains  and  not 
depend  on  the  data  given  by  others. 

Weights  of  stufl  as  I  found  them,  in  12 
quart  pail : 

Ground  Corn,  IP/i  pounds 

Oats,  lOM 

Ground  Oats,  6  " 

Corn,  18 

Wheat,  19M 

Bran,  5]/, 

Bone  Meal,  17K 

Beef  Scrap,  16K 

Water,  24% 

II.  A.  KoBJNSON, 

Downers  Grove,  111. 
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Its  Cheaper  Even  Than  Straw,  and  so  far  Ahead  of  Every= 
thing  Else  in  the  Way  of  Litter  that  Every  Breeder 
is  Adopting  it  as   Rapidly  as  He  Finds    Out    About  it. 

You  Need  It,  Wliether  You  Keep  Three  Hens  or  One  I'hoiisaiid. 

O.  K.  POULTRY  UTTER  i.s  tlie  greatest  hell)  to  Poultry  raisers  since  the 
incubator  was  perfected.  You.  too,  will  say  so  when  you  try  it  for  yoni-sell. 

Send  us  your  address  To-day,  and  by  return  mail  you  will  receive 
a  sample  of  0.  K.  LITTER  with  full  particulars. 

Tell  Us  How  Many  Birds  You  Keep,  and  We  Will  TeU  Yon  How  Mnoh  0,  K.  LITTER  You  Need. 

AVhen  you  use  O.  K.  LITTER  you  need  no  dropi>iiiKs  hoards :  clean  your 
house  only  three  or  four  times  a  year;  use  no  disinfe<-tants  or  insecti- 
cides, as  lice  and  vermin  will  not  stay  where  O.  K.  LITTER  is  used; 
your  house  is  always  sweet  and  clean,  with  positively  no  odor;  the 
feathers  and  ifKs  are  clean  and  shiny;  the  ejces  are  cle.-iii  l)e<-anse  yovi 
use  O.  K.  LITTER  in  the  nests.  After  use  it's  worth  more  than  original 
cost  as  fertilizer. 

There  is  positively  nothing  like  O.  K.  POULTRY  LITTER. 

THE  0.  K.  COMPANY,     153  Pearl  St.,     New  York  City. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARAl-POUI-TRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 
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Scratchingfs  from  the  Litter  of  Our 
Exchangee  Table. 


LET  all  American  poultrymen,  par- 
ticularly the  members  of  the  A.  P. 
A.,  and  more  particularly  the  of- 
ficers of  that  organization,  take  ott 
their  liats  to  Holland.  An  article  in  the 
I  IhiMiiitid  f'Diillry  Reninl  says  that  in 
Holland  the  Netherlands  Poultry  Society 
has  a  membership  of  IK,(XiO.  The  A.  P. 
A.  should  send  someone  over  there  to 
learn  how  to  do  it. 

' '  The  Egg  Man ' '  in  the  Xeir  York- 
I'roducf  Rtdm-  says  it  is  becoming  imper- 
ative that  something  be  done  to  check 
tfie  increasing  damages  to  eggs  in  transit 
due  to  rough  handliriii.  He  says  that 
from  hi.s  ow"  observation  he  judges  that 
the  receipt  of  a  shipment  of  eggs  by 
freight  in  good  condiiion  is  now  the  ex- 
ception rather  than  the  rule  in  New- 
York.  Ciintinuing  he  say.s:  "  It  seems 
no  esagneraiion  to  say  that  in  the  whole- 
sale market  the  labor  and  vexation  in- 
volved in  handlins;  damaged  eggs  and 
settling  losses  is  greater  than  the  labor  of 
selling  the  eh  ire  receipts  were  all  in  good 
order." 

(^uite  the  richest  thing  that  has  turned 
up  ill  the  discussion  of  international 
standards  is  this  from  Mr.  W.  W.  Broom- 
head,  in  the  [ lluxlnitcrl  PouUnj  Record:  — 
•'England  is  acknowledged  to  be  the 
breeding  center  of  the  world  no  matter 
whether  it  be  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  or 
l)oultry,  and  so  long  as  breeders  in  this 
country  know  the  requirements  and  can 
give  satisl'action,  what  more  is  wanted?  " 
Nothing  that  I  have  .seen  in  jcgard  to  this 
subject  so  impresses  me  with  the  need  of 
international  shows.  JCnglishmen  used  to 
talk  this  way  about  athleiics  before  the 
days  of  the  modern  Olympic  games. 

In  the  paragraph  from  which  the  above 
remark  is  quoted,  Mr.  Broomhead  says 
that  he  is  informed  by  "an  Englishman 
who  knows  what  he  is  talking  about," 
that  American  fanciers,  as  a  rule,  cannot 
get  size  because  their  climate  is  against  it; 
that  winter  batching  is  practically  un- 
known, while  "such  is  the  nature  of  the 
summer  that  the  chickens  cannot  grow 
slowly  —  and  tliey  come  to  maturity  ere 
they  have  developed  any  size."  As  I 
showed  in  a  recent  article  we  have  all 
kinds  of  climate  in  America.  The  lack 
of  size  in  American  stuck  of  some  breeds, 
as  compared  with  English  stock  of  the 
same  breeds,  is  not  due  to  the  climate, 
but  to  various  other  things— not  the  least 
important  of  which  is  the  fact  that  the 
average  .\merican  fancier  overcrowds  his 
l)irils  while  growing.  .Another  thing  that 
has  a  great  inHnence  is  the  fact  that  mar- 
ket deman'l  here  is  mostly  for  what  fan- 
ciei-s  call  a  rather  small  bird  of  the 
heavier  varieties.  Outside  of  the  section.=! 
where  large  roasters  are  a  specialty,  there 
is  no  large  general  demand  for  fowls  that 
will  dress  more  than  eight  to  ten  pounds 
to  the  pair.  The  demand  for  heavier 
fowls  is  steadily  increasing,  but  for  a  long 
time,  and  possibly  always,  the  medium 
sized  bird  will  be  preferred  by  the  major- 
ity of  buyers  in  this  country. 

niscu-ssing  the  slump  in  the  mail  order 
business  done  through  poultry  journals 
the  past  season,  the  lidmid  Pnidtnj  .nmr- 
iiid  says  that  the  blame  rests  with  the 
publishers  who  sent  out  advertising  so- 
licitors and  persuaded  the  breeders  to  ad- 
vertise far  beyond  what  their  possible 
sales  warranted.  "And,"  he  continues, 
"they  did  it  by  employing  as  their  adver- 
tising solicitors  men  who  never  in  their 
lives  were  able  to  earn  more  than  Soi*  a 
month  in  the  poultry  business,  or  any 
other  business,  for  themselves.  Take  a 
glance  backward  over  the  list  of  solicitors 
( am  not  referring  to  editors,  but  solicit- 
ors) who  have  visited  your  farms  in  the 
last  three  y^'ars,  and  think  over  in  yotir 
own  mind  how  many  them  you  would 
employ  at  SoO  per  month  were  you  look- 
ing for  100  men.  These  men,  through 
mfsrepresentation.  have  boosted  the  busi- 
ness to  hundreds,  yes,  thousands,  of  ad- 
vertisers, and  influenced  them  to  use  four 
times  the  advertising  space  their  stock 
really  warranted.    One  solicitor  followed 


another  until,  in  many  instances,  adver- 
tisers were  contracting  for  more  space 
than  the  entire  output  of  their  farm  was 
worth,  even  though  they  had  received 
high  prices  for  every  specimen  they  could 
dispose  of.  Breeders  with  less  than  200 
birds  on  their  farms  that  had  never  made 
a  winning  at  any  show  of  importance 
were  persuaded  by  two,  three,  or  more  of 
these  solicitors  to  take  120  inches  in  each 


of  their  publications.    It  was  this  bunch 
of  solicitors  that  sowed  the  wind ;  now  all 
of  you  are  reaping  the  whirlwind." 
tit 

Without  disputing  the  allegation  that 
the  solicitors  were  the  instruments  of  the 
publishers  in  creating  an  over-pro<luction 
of  advertising,  I  beg  to  say  a  word  in 
defense  of  the  solicitors.  This  paper  has 
never  employed  any  of  them,  but  T  know 
a  good  many  of  them  personally.  I  don't 
know  what  tlieir  earning  ca])acity  as 
poultrymen  or  in  other  lines  may  be,  but 
supposing  they  could  never  earn  over 
fifty  per  month  before  going  into  the  work 
of  soliciting  poultry  advertising :  I  don't 


SEPTEMBER 


know  why  they  should  be  reproached 
with  that.  Seems  to  me  that  the  Inland' 
editorial  reflects  a  great  deal  more  on  the 
poultry  fanciers  who  allowed  themselves 
to  be  persuaded  than  upon  the  solicitors 
— especially  if  the  solicitors  are  as  lacking 
in  ability  as  is  a.sserted. 

,* 

But  when  you  get  right  down  to  the 
bed  rock  facts  in  the  situation  the  con- 
ditions which  this  j-ear  may  spell  catas- 
trophe for  some  advertisers  and  some 
publishers  are  the  culmination  of  a  long 
period  of  misrepresentation  about  the 
volume  of  fancy  poultry  trade  and  the 
profits  to  be  made  in  various  lines  of 


BASED  UPON  NATURAL  LAWS 

The  hatching  records  made  by  the  Hall  Mammoth  Incubator  and  the  natural  repu- 
tation it  has  so  earned  are  the  result  of  two  great  advantages,  viz:  Simplicity  and 
Certainty.  No  machine,  no  matter  of  what  kind,  can  be  perfect  v^thout  them. 
Through  a  lifetime  of  research  and  test  Mr.  W.  P.  Hall,  who  originated  the  Mam- 
moth Incubator,  applied  Nature's  laws  to  artificial  incubation.  Note  not  only  the 
Simplicity  and   Certainity  of  Hall  principles  but  also  their   vital  importance. 

TEMPERATURE  CONTROL 


The  Hall  Patented  Self-Regulating  Furnace  controls 
the  temperature  by  controlling  the  SOURCE  of  the 
heat,  i.  e.,  the  fire  itself.  A  natural  law — the  contrac- 
tion and  expansion  of  water — does  this  by  its  action 
within  the  expansion  tank  above  the  furnace.  TTie 
contraction  of  the  water  at  a  fraction  below  103°  per- 
mits the  admission  of  air  to  the  furnace  fire  pot.  The 
expansion  al  a  fraction  above  shuts  it  off.  The  circu- 
lation of  water  throughout  the  heating  pipes  continues. 
Thus,  while  temperature  is  controlled,  radiation  is 
constant.    The  reason  is 

THE  GROWING  EMBRYOS 

Heat  expands  air.  The  air  just  beneath  the  heating 
pipes  is  expanded.  And  "Ejcpanded  air  attracts  mois- 
ture up  to  its  carrying  capacity."  Thus  the  machine 
is  constantly  supplied  with  the  moist  fresh  air  of  the 
cellar.  The  bottom  of  each  egg  compartment  is  open 
slatted.  This  supply  of  moisture  and  oxygen  (fresh 
air)  is  always  proportional  to  the  embryos'  needs, 
being  determined  by  their  own  development. 

LOWERING  EGG  TRAYS 

As  the  embryo 5  grow  they  give  off  heat  which  in- 
cre=ises  th^  amount  of  e.xpanded  air  provided  by  the 
radiation  from  the  heating  pipes.  So  each  day  the  egg 
trays  are  lowered  a  little.  Thus  the  area  of  expanded 
air  grows  greater  each  day.    Thus  the  embryos  get  an 


increasing  supply  of  fresh  air  as  they  enlarge  and  need 
it.  The  lowering  egg  tray  principle  is  the  greatest  of 
improvements  in  incubation  for  it  alone  can  provide 
the  gradually  increasing  amount  of  oxygen  (fresh  air) 
required  because  it  alone  permits  it  to  be  determined 
by  the  growth  of  the  embryos  themselves. 

OPEN  SLATTED  BOTTOMS 

As  the  embryos  grow  they  give  off  an  increasing 
amount  of  used-up  air.  This  is  poisonous,  being  laden 
with  the  waste  products  of  their  own  developing 
bodies.  In  the  Hall  Machine  since  the  eggs  are  lower- 
ed toward  the  open  slatted  bottom  it  becomes  increas- 
ingly easy  for  this  heavy  foul  air  to  settle  out  because 
of  having  less  and  less  distance  to  trave  1.  Thus  the 
embr>'os  develop  under  conditions  of  health. 

GET  OUR  CATALOGUE 

You  who  incubate  for  your  own  purpose  cannot  afford 
to  use  machines  less  efficient  than  the  Hall,  for  profits 
depend  upon  vitality.  \cu  who  are  going  into  Custom 
Hatching  and  Day-Old  Chicks  must  deliver  chicks  that 
will  live  and  grow  as  a  matter  of  good  business. 

Get  our  Catalogue  and  find  out  all  about  the  Hall 
Mammoth  Incubator  and  see  why  the  biggest  and  best 
in  the  industry  have  not  only  bought  Hall  equipment 
but  also  doubled  and  quadrupled  their  capacities  the 
first  season  after  installation. 

Be  sure  to  ask  for  Catalogue  F, 
Address; 


and  mention  this  paper. 


THE   HALL   MAMMOTH   INCUBATOR  COMPANY 

Little  Falls,  New  York. 

To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "  SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  wiU  benefit  you— please  thein— and  help  lu. 
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poultry  culture,  and  the  persons  who 
have  contributed  to  this  result  do  not  be- 
long to  any  one  class.  Among  theiu  have 
been  publishers,  editors,  contributors, 
lecturers,  breeders,  fanciers,  utility  poul- 
try keepers,  promoters,  manufacturers, 
supply  dealers,  etc.,  etc.  FA-eryone  who 
has  helped  spread  exaggerations  about 
the  volume  of  profits  in  poultry  culture 
has  had  a  part  in  the  |)l()wing,  planting, 
and  cultivating  of  the  crop  which  the  ad- 
vertising solicitors  harvested  and  which 
became  a  drug  on  the  market. 

As  1  see  it,  the  best  thing  about  the 
present  situation  is  the  fact  that  a  large 
part  of  the  slump  in  business  was  ap- 
parent and  not  real.  The  total  volume 
of  business  was  not  as  far  below  normal 
as  the  general  results  indic^ate.  But  it 
was  divided  up  among  a  much  larger 
number  of  persons,  and  it  a{)pears  that 
in  many  cases  where  tlie  business  was 
about  normal  the  cost  of  advertising  was 
80  mucli  greater  than  usual  that  the 
profits  were  g'-eatly  reduced.  Whether 
the  extra  advertising  was  necessary  to 
get  the  amount  of  business  secured  is  a 
point  not  easily  determined.  However, 
the  bad  season  is  over,  and  the  general 
assumption  is  that  this  coming  season 
advertisers  will  not  be  so  easy  to  persuade 
to  take  more  advertising  space,  nor  will 
publishers  be  so  keen  to  drive  their  so- 
licitors to  hang  to  every  fancier  until  a 
contract  is  secured.  It  may  be  antici- 
pated that  advertisers  will  be  less  dis- 
I)osed  to  yield  to  solicitation,  and  solicit- 
ors more  reasonable  and  decent  in  their 
work,  and  that  things  will  quickly  return 
to  something  like  normal  conditions. 

And  aftei-  all  is  said  and  done  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  situation  as  it  afi'ects 
Hifl'erent  jiersons  rests  with  each  one. 
>^ch  is  responsible  for  himself.  The 
breeder  who  allows  himself  to  be  over- 
persuaded  cannot,  in  fairness,  blame  it  on 
either  the  solicitor  or  anyone  else.  He 
may  blame  others  for  attempting  to  per- 
suade him,  but  he  is  himself  to  blame  for 
allowing  himself  to  be  pei-suaded.  4 
(Sood  many  of  the  methods  of  the  so- 
licitor (and  1  include  the  editor-solicitor, 
whom  Mr.  Hewes  excepts)  are  so  cheap 
and  tlimsy  that  it  is  really  a  disgrace  to  a 
fancier  to  allow  himself  to  be  influenced 
by  them.  I  have  heard  editors  (very 
prominent  ones,  too)  go  into  raptures 
over  very  ordinary  birds,  sympathize 
deeply  with  disgruntled  exhibitors,  and 
in  all  such  ways  seek  by  flattery  and  sym- 
pathy to  ))Ut  a  man  in  the  mood  to  sign 
advertising  contracts  away  beyond  his 
prospects  of  sales  or  his  ability  to  pay. 

There  is,  and  always  will  be,  a  good 
volume  of  business  in  all  poultry  lines. 
On  the  whole,  it  will  increase  and  not  de- 
crease. There  is  a  legitimate  field  for  the 
.subscription  solicitor  and  the  advertising 
-olicilor,  and  for  salesmen  of  all  kinds  of 
-'oods  used  by  poultryuien.  The  great 
iaiilt  of  many  of  these  in  all  linos  for 
many  years  i)a8t  has  been  the  indiscrim- 
inate urging  of  people  to  get  into  the 
[loultry  business,  and  get  into  it  as  'piickly 
and  as  ilce])ly  a«  possible.  It  is  this  that 
liurtH  the  industry  more  than  anytliiti}; 
I'Ise. 

The  Aiiiiriciiii  Fnnllri/  Jnuni'd's  editor 
!<ays  HI  the  August  issue  of  that  jsaper:  — 
"Not  so  very  long  ago,  collectors  along 
llie  South  Shore  of  .Massachusetts  used  to 
liiiy  all  the  eggs  they  wanted  during  tlu; 
Huiiiiner  .season  at  in  cents  a  dozen  and 
even  less.  No  later  than  last  year  they 
could,  for  a  lime,  get  plenty  at  2ii  cents  a 
dozen." 

"Not  so  very  long  ago"  and  "  the  sum- 
mer season  '  are  lioth  very  vague  terms. 
In  the  fifteen  years  1  have  been  in  Massa- 
chusetts, 1  have  never  happened  on  na- 
tive eggs  at  111  (tents  at  any  season  of  the 
year,  ibough  I  have  seen  some  times  in 
the  sprin;;  when  the  market  was  over- 
loaded with  tbeni  for  a  short  time,  and 
■^u  the  basis  of  wholesale  jirices  in  Boston 
I  would  suppose  that  collectors  were  either 
''Ujing  down  near  ID  cents  or  losing 
money.  But  I  have  never  seen  wholesale 
!)rices  after  the  rush  was  over  in  the 
''pring  tliat  indicated  sucli  low  prices  to 
producers.  So  I  would  like  to  know  when 
this  happened,  bow  many  collectors  are 
authority  for  the  statement,  what  i|nanti- 
ties  they  bought,  and  for  just  how  long  a 
period ':' 


Napoleon  Moneychaser  —  Poultry 
Editor. 


(Continued  from  paifc  '-'lT^. 

What's  the  use  of  putting  up  that  sort  of 
a  blufl'  with  me?  You're  so  sharp  that 
—  as  the  kids  used  to  say  —  you'll  fall 
down  and  cut  yourself.  If  you'd  been 
man  enough  to  take  my  suggestion  for 
what  it  was  worth  to  you,  you  would 
have  been  in  the  way  of  being  president 
of  the  1'.  B.  A.  next  year.  But  you 
weren't  willing  to  take  a  suggestion.  In- 
stead you  pooh-pooh  it  and  then  go  and 
perform  the  ridiculous  stunt  of  letting 
yourself  into  the  association  without  my 
knowledge,  and  for  a  year  you  keep  up 
the  farce  of  absolutely  ignoring  me  in 
everything  relating  to  the  association. 
You  thought  you  had  everything  all  nicely 
arranged  so  that  you  would  be  elected 
president  next  year." 

"Not  at  all.  You  are  greatly  mis- 
taken. I  wouldn't  take  the  oflice  under 
any  consideration." 

"Not  now;  because  you  can't  get  it. 
If  you  had  played  fair  with  me  you  could 
have  been  elected  president— easy  as  fall- 
ing off  a  log.  As  long  as  you  acted  the 
way  you  did,  the  only  way  for  me  to 
square  with  you  was  to  take  this  office. 
'Tis  all  in  the  family,  but  as  things  have 
turned  out,  it  stands  in  my  name.  I  put 
up  to  you  the  advantage  of  using  this 
association.  I  wasn't  after  anything  for 
myself." 

' '  Not  at  all  —  not  at  all ;  ' '  interposed 
Napoleon  sarcastically,  "it  was  all  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Aclrertiser,  which  you 
were  conspiring  to  secure." 

"  I  don't  quite  like  the  word  conspiring 
in  this  connection.  Pop.  All  I  have  done 
with  relation  to  the  paper  has  been  open 
and  above  board.  I  told  you  that  wnen 
you  got  to  where  you  couldn't  handle  it, 
the  property  might  still  remain  in  the 
family  —  in  my  name." 

"Yon  seem  to  be  bent  on  getting  every- 
thing in  your  own  name." 

"  Not  more  than  others  I  might  men- 
tion. Now  as  to  the  work  of  this  office. 
■Jo  will  look  after  the  details, —  especially 
when  I'm  away  from  home.  \Vhatever 
advertising  value  it  has,  goes  to  the  pa- 
per, but  I  don't  grudge  you  that  — even 
though  I  should  never  come  into  posses- 
sion. I  get  all  the  satisfaction  I  want  out 
of  iaeating  you  at  your  own  game.  When 
you  learn  to  play  fair  with  me  all  the 
time,  you'll  get  along  a  lot  better  in  your 
efforts  to  make  the  world  cough  up 
in  accordance  with  your  desires.  Good 
night." 

(To  be  ContiDued). 


American   Columbian  Plymouth 
Rock  Club  Book. 


The  elaborate  new  club  book  (or  cata- 
logue) issued  by  the  American  Columbian 
Plymouth  Rock  Club,  which  has  beeii  in 
the  course  of  preparation  for  some  tirne 
past,  is  now  complete  and  ready  for  mail- 
ing. It  consists  of  72  pages  <>  x  !»  inches 
in  size,  printed  on  heavy  enamel  book 
paper  with  a  handsomely  embossed  im- 
itation alligator  skin  cover.  Contains  an 
abundance  of  timely  and  instructive  arti- 
cles on  the  origin,  mating,  breeding,  etc., 
of  Colnud)ian  Plymouth  Rocks,  together 
with  many  photographitt  illustrations  of 
winning  birds,  profile  charts  of  male  and 
female,  showing  ideal  type  and  coloring 
of  the  variety,  as  well  as  many  other  in- 
teresting features.  It  is  perhaps  the  finest 
book  of  its  kind  ever  issued  to  date, 
and  every  party  interested  in  Columbain 
I'lymoutb  Rocks  should  have  a  copy. 
Mailed  free  to  anyone  upon  receipt  of  hi 
cents  to  cover  postage  and  packing.  Ad- 
dress 

D.  M(j.\j;oK  Grekne,  Secretary. 

WaterAdlle,  N.  Y. 


CANDEE 


The  Only  Large  Hot  Water  Incubator  with 
Automatic  Regulation  of  the  Egg  Chamber 
Temperature. 

The  Arrows  point  to  the  Automatic  Compartment  Valve  Control. 
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Study  the  Simple  Method  of  Heat  Control  of  the  Candec 

Each  300-cr(;(f  compartment  has  its  own  hcatinjf  system  and  at  the  entrance  of  this  coil  is  a 
simple  brass  valve  that  opL-ns  or  closes  in  response  to  the  thermostat  in  the  c((tf  chamber. 
When  the  valve  is  closed  the  supply  from  the  heater  passes  harmlessly  on  underneath  in 
tho  main  supply  pipes. 

Automatic  Regulation  vs.  Moving  Trays  by  Hand 

While  all  small  incubators  have  a  thermostat  on  the  egg  chamber,  the  Can- 
dee  is  tlie  only  large  machine  so  made.  In  fact  its  construction  may  be 
likened  to  a  double  row  of  small  machines  with  one  hot  water  heater  in 
place  of  all  the  oil  lamps. 

The  thermostat  which  controls  the  egg  chamber  temperature  in  the  Can- 
dee  works  24  hours  a  day.    The  egg  trays  are  therefore  stationary. 

Tht  room  temperature  or  outside  weather  may  change  during  the  night  or 
day,  but  the  automatic  regulation  on  each  egg  compartment  maintains 
the  temperature  desired. 

For  Custom  Hatching  and  Baby  Chick  Trade. 

True  sectional  construction,  like  a  book,  ease  with  each  hatching  unit  self 
contained  and  complete.  Each  section  is  shipped  ready  to  set  up  on  its 
legs.    Any  handy  man  can  make  its  installation. 

W^rite  to-day  for  catalogue,  giving  complete  information  about  Candee  In- 
cubators and  Brooding  systems  Building  plans  furnished  for  single  and 
double  incubator  cellars  and  double  brooder  houses. 

CANDEE  INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER  CO.,  DEPT.  18,  EASTWOOD,  N.Y. 


Joseph  Breck  &  Sons,  Corp., 

51  NORTH   MARKET  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

— — ^— — ^— —    AKK  AGKNTS  FOK  ^— — — 


CANDEE  MAMMOTH  INCU B ATORS  and  Write  for 
HOT  WATER   BROODING  SYSTEMS.  Catalogue. 


R.  C.  White  Orpington  Specials. 


The  Rose  Comb  White  Orpington  CIuIj 
offers  at  every  fall  and  winter  show,  the 
following  specials:  A  gold  plated  medal 
will  be  given  to  every  member  winning 
a  first  in  competition  with  one  other 
member.  Where  ten  members  compete, 
a  silver  cup  will  be  offered;  any  state 
which  has  ten  members  is  entitled  to  have 
a  state  cup.  Dues  are  $1 .00  per  year  and 
the  officers  are  Percy  Cook,  Scotch  Plains, 
N.  .1.,  President;  Lawrence  .lackson,  of 
Haysville,  Pa.,  Vice-President;  Milton  W. 
Brown,  Station  L,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sec- 
retary. 


A  Margin  for  Suspicions. 


\  coinmenial  traveller  at  a  railway 
restaurant  in  one  of  our  southern  towns 
included,  in  his  order  for  breakfast,  two 
boiled  eggs.  The  old  darkey  who  served 
him  brought  three. 

"Uncle."  said  the  travelling  man, 
"why  in  the  world  did  you  bring  me  three 
boiled  eggs?    I  only  f)rdered  two." 

"Yes,  sir,"  said  the  old  darkey,  bowing 
and  smiling,  "I  know  you  did  order  two, 
sir,  but  I  brought  three,  because  I  jus' 
naturally  felt  dat  one  of  them  might  fail 
you,  sir." — Harper's  Weekly. 


Singing  Hens  Lay  Eggs 


Would  you  give  3c  a  montli  per  hen  to  have  your  fowls  singing  and 
merry  and  feeling  fine— all  vigorous  aiui  healthy,  with  hens  laying  steadily  > 
You  can  accomplish  this  with  Sheridan's  C:ondition  Powder-a  scien- 
tific poultry  tonic  mot  a  food),  which  aids  digestion,  gives  appetite 
— — ^— — —     and  conditions 


^heridans 

^  CONDITION 

Powder 


tbnes 
Great  for 
starting  chickens  right  and 
great  during  moulting  period. 
Try  it,  and  turn  your 
moping,  do-nothing 
hens  into  paying 
ones. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers 


Hens  in  Disgrace. 


One  Sunday  moruiiig  a  niinisler's  wile 
saw  her  son  chasing  the  hens  with  a  stick. 
She  went  to  the  door  to  investigate,  and 
heard  him  say:  "I'll  teach  you  to  lay 
eggs  in  a  preacher's  family  on  Sunday 
morning. ' ' — Ddineator. 

SAW  AD.  IN  FARM= 


POULTRY,"  wili;benefit  you  —  please  them  —  and^^help  us. 
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an  flisciisscd  and  submillcd  by 
ailvcTti.'riTS.  Our  readi  rs  will 
liiid  ill  tliese  Itrit-f  rneiiti'ms  of 
8[iW'ial  featiire.s,  of  claims  ad- 
vanced aii<l  sliort  ljusine.s.s  ar;.'ii- 
merits,  iimcli  information  of  a 
nature  wliicli  will  not  ordy  add  ^ 
substantially  to  their  knowlodxe  ♦ 
of  current  trade  lia|>(>enings  and  # 
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About  a  Good  Litter. 


The  question  of  a  good  litter  comes  up 
Ireijuently.  It  is  often  a  puzzle  as  to 
what  material  best  meets  every  require- 
ment. We  wish  to  call  attention  at  this 
time  to  the  O.  K.  Company  advertisement 
on  another  page  of  this  number  which 
would  seem  to  permanently  solve  the 
breeder's  proljlem  along  this  line.  As  a 
postal  request  will  secure  not  only  full  in- 
formation as  to  goods,  prices,  etc.,  but 
will  also  bring  a  free  sample,  here,  then, 
is  an  opportunity  to  investigate,  without 
advance  outlay,  a  product  which  we  feel 
will  impress  you  favorably,  and  one  which 
should  prove  of  decided  assistance  and 
benefit  in  the  conduct  of  your  poultry 
work.  The  small  as  well  as  the  large 
plants  will  be  intere.sted.  for  the  need  of  a 
good  litter  is  uidversal  among  poultry 
keepers,  whether  the  tiock  is  a  dozen  or  a 
thoiisanil. 


A  Buff  Leghorn  Sale. 


Those  who  are  contemplating  the  pur- 
chase of  Single  Comb  Butf  I>eghorn  stock, 
will  do  well  to  ascertain  what  Mr.  L.  K. 
Merihew,  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  has  to  otter. 
This  breeder  is  now  prepared  to  supply 
some  choice  solid  buH  I'ocks,  early  hatched 
exhibition  cockerels  and  pullets,  and  his 
stock  of  splendid  hens  for  sale  includes 
many  winners.  A  record  of  l:>  yeai-s 
breeding,  together  with  blue  ribbon  suc- 
cesses ai  ^ladison  Square  Garden,  pre- 
sumes a  quality  of  stock  that  should 
prompt  the  prospective  buyer  to  send  for 
a  copy  of  mating  list  and  prices,  which 
will  be  mailed  free  upon  request. 


infectanl  Conqjany,  M'->  Lafayette  Ave- 
nue, Detroit,  Mi<h.,  and  they  will  see 
that  you  are  pronii»tly  gupplied.  An 
eiiibt  oz.  can  will  l»e  .sent  by  e.xpress  for 
:]:>(;.,  chari:e.s  paid.  A  full  gallon  will  be 
.sent  for  ^l. •')!»,  e.xpress  paid. 


A  Chance  for  Poultry  Associations 
or  Agricultural  Fairs. 

An  advertisement  in  this  numl>er  offers 
to  poultry  a.efiociations  or  agricultural  fairs 
whirh  fejiture  a  jmultry  exhibit,  an  op- 
portunity for  an  excellent  investment. 
The  reference  is  to  announcement  on  an- 
other page  of  "iiHi  poultry  show  coops  for 
sale.  Secretaries  of  shows,  or  those  in 
charge  of  the  poultry  exhibit  at  agricid- 
tural  lairs,  appreciate  that  the  annual 
hiring  of  coops  means  a  material  expense 
item  each  year,  and  the  ownership  of 
their  coops  would,  in  a  comparatively 
short  time,  eliminate  this  cost  of  rental. 
The  coops  in  question  have  been  but  little 
used,  are  in  good  condition,  and  their 
purchase,  from  all  view  points,  should  ap- 
peal strongly  to  any  organization  who 
could  make  regular  use  of  them.  See  ad- 
vertisement in  this  issue,  and  any  further 
inloriuation  desired  that  is  uot  comained 
therein  will  be  cheerfully  furnished  by 
Mr.  E.  T.  Packard,  Box  584,  Brockton 
Mass. 


An  Important  Improvement  in 
Roofing. 


SORE 
THROAT 


Rub  Out  the  Pain 

with 

JOHDISOIM'S 

ANODYNE 

UNIMENT 

Pain  is  a  iliiet'.  It  robs  you  of  your  sleep, 
your  nerve,  your  vilaliiy,  your  pleasure,  your  ^ 
■  very  lile.  When  pain  first  .shows  itself  that's  / 
just  the  liiiK:  to  arrest  ami  huiiish  it  by  using 
.loliii.son's  Au'idyiie  Liiiiuieiit.  When  you've 
a  .SDie  spot  aiiyviliere,  n  cut,  a  bruise,  n  bum.  a 
stinv,  an  aeliiiig  muscle,  a  ti'inler  swelliDg, 
rnuscubir  rh'  iMiiati.SMi — no  matter  what  it  may 
be — -just  rcaMi  foi-  a  lioit  li>  ot'.lolnison'.s  .\  uodyiie 
Liniiui'iit  anil  you'll  feel  better  almost  before 
you  can  ni>ply  it. 

The  failli  of  millions  in  its  wonderful  healing 
qualiiies  is  lieliind  every  drop.  IIse<l  for  96 
years  evei-ywbere — by  everybotly — at  all  times. 
You  ne.\-(.    25c  :ind  .5<!ic  at  druggists. 

I.S.JOHNSON  &.CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 


The  roofing  bugaboo  is  done  for.  The 
everlasting  fear  which  everyone  has  that 
his  roofing  may  nee<i  a  new  coat  of  paint, 
which  he  hasn't  time  to  give  to  it,  is  dis- 
posed of  by  the  coming  of  Amatite  Roof- 
ing. 

This  new  type  of  roofing  has  a  mineral 
surface  made  up  of  particles  of  crushed 
rock  embedded  into  a  tough  pitch  in  such 
a  manner  that  it  forms  a  flexible  concrete 
surface.  This  surface  needs  no  paint  of 
any  kind;  it  will  stand  wear  year  after 
year  without  deterioration. 

The  man  who  owns  an  Amatite  Roof 
never  thinks  about  painting.  Not  only 
does  he  save  his  peace  of  mind  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  saves  money,  too,  because 
Amatite  costs  no  more  than  painted  roof- 
ings and  the  elimination  of  painting  ex- 
pense makes  it  in  the  end  the  cheapest  of 
all  ready  roofings. 

^Many  owners  of  buildings  have  never 
seen  a  mineral  surfai  ed  roofing  that  was 


practical,  and  so  the  manufacturers  have 
arranged  lo  supply  free  samples  to  any- 
body who  inquires.  If  you  are  interested 
in  the  subject,  send  for  a  sample,  address- 
ing the  nearest  office  of  the  Barrett  Man- 
ufacturing Company.  Boston,  New  York, 
Chicago,  Philadelphia,  St.  Louis,  Cleve- 
land, Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Kansas  City, 
^Minneapolis,  Xew  Orleans,  Seattle. 


Poultry  Building  Plans. 


double  and  single  brooder  houses,  wi 
dififerent  styles  of  roofs,  and  with 
brooders  continuous  or  with  an  alley 
tween  every  second  brooder.  They 
practical  and  are  arranged  on  the  u 
plan,  so  that  whatever  length  desire<l  c 
be  carried  out.  A  bill  of  material  appea 
with  each  plan.  Anyone  interested  woul 
do  well  to  write  the  Candee  Company  co- 
cerning  these  plans. 


Now  is  the  season  when  poultrymen  are 
planning  for  next  year,  in  order  to  have 
their  buildings  ready  for  winter  and  spring 
use.  Many  are  getting  ready  to  install 
large  incubators  and  to  place  brooding 
systems.  They  have  found  it  difhcult  fre- 
quently to  gee  plans  for  their  buildings. 
To  meet  such  a  condition,  the  Candee  In- 
cubator and  Brooder  Comp.-my,  Eastwood, 
X.  Y.,  has  had  complete  plans  made  cov- 
ering double  and  single  incubator  cellars, 


A  Big  Contract. 

"Can  you  give  me  something  to  e 
ma' am? "asked  the  tramp  at  the  kitch 
door. 

'  'Are  you  willing  to  work  for  it?  "  ask 
the  lady  with  the  gingham  apron. 

"I  lertainly  am." 

"Well,  those  lazy  hens  out  there  liav 
not.  laid  an  egg  in  a  month.    If  you 
out  there  and  induce  them  to  lay  a  doze 
eggs  I'll  give  you  one." — Exchange. 


Pittsburah  Perfecf  Fences 

/•L'-i  D  ■D_i_u:./  ^m^^          o  t 


Chicken  &.  Rabbit 
Fence 


Insist  Upon   Genuine  Zenoleum. 


The  tremendous  i)opular  <lemand  for 
Zenoleum  has  prompteil  many  imitaiions 
tfi  be  put  upon  the  market..  Other  good.s 
are  being  oll'cred  by  some  unscrupulous 
dealers  "same  as  Zenok-mii." 

l\(Milei>i  are  warne  1  that  Zenoleum  is 
made  by  the  Zenner  Disinfectant  Com- 
pany, Oetroit,  .Mich.,  and  is  S'>ld  in  orig- 
inal package-s  bearini:  the  maker's  name 
and  address  on  the  label.  Insist  upon 
:.;enuine  Zenoleum,  and  don't  t.;ike  any- 
thiiii:  else  that  is  ofl'ered  as  "  just  as 
good." 

Zenoleum  is  made  especially  for  poul- 
try people,  and  the  manufacturers  claim 
nothin<i  will  serve  the  purpose  as  well  as 
Zenoleum.  This,  they  say,  is  proved  by 
the  reports  of  forty-six  agricultural  col- 
leges who  have  issued  bulletins  in  regard 
to  this  wonderful  remedy.  Send  to  De- 
troit for  free  copy  of  "Chicken  Chat." 

There  is  no  excuse  now  for  your  not 
securing  genuine  Zenoleum.  Your  own 
dealer  can  get  Zenoleum  for  you  through 
any  wholesale  drug  house  in  America. 
Be  sure  you  get  gcmduf  Zenoleum,  and  if 
its  Zenoleum  you  want,  don't  take  any- 
thing else. 

If  your  dealer  will  not  supply  you  with 
sjenuine  Zenoleum,  write  The  Zenner  Dis- 


WELI>EI>  BY 
ELECTRICITY 


Poultru  &  Garden 
Fe 


TITTLE  chicks,  big  chickens,  and  all  sizes  of  fowl  can  be  suc- 
Li  cessfully  kept  in — or  out — if  you  provide  the  "Pittsburgh 

Perfect"  Fence — stj-le  best  suited  to  the  purpose. 
And  rabbits!     If  you  are  raising  thein,  keep  them  where  thej- 
should  be  with  the  st5de  of  fence  shown  on  the  left.    If  they  are 
running  wild  in  your  vicinity,  keep  them  out  of  j-our  orchard, 
garden,  etc.,  by  stretching  tlte  fence  shown  on  the  left. 
That  is  the  beauty  of  "Pittsburgh  Perfect"  Fence, 

Welded  By  Electricity 

— they  are  made  in  styles  and  sizes  to  meet  everv  particular  pur- 
po-se  of  FIELD,  FARM,  RANXH,  LAWX,  CHICKEN,  POUL- 
TRY and  RABBIT  YARD  and  GARDEN.  We  can  give  you 
just  the  style  and  size  you  need  for  most  economical  fencing. 
All  "Pittsburglt  Perfect"  Fences  are  now  made  of  a  special  Open  Hearth 
wire,  which,  in  addition  to  its  suri-ace  galvanizing,  contains  an  ingredient 
that  successfully  resists  the  destructive  influences  of  corrosion  from  its  outer 
skin  to  its  inner  core — a  feature  exclusively  "Pittsburgh  Perfect",  putting 
-uany  dollars  in  VOUR  pocket  tlirough  longer  fence-life. 

SEE  YOUR  DE.\LEK. — or  write  to  us  for  catalogue  and  full  particulars  of 
the  most  durable,  adaptable,  economical  and  strongest  wire  fence  on  the 
market  todav. 

PITTSBURGH  STEEL  CO. 

PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

Makers  of  "PiUsbnrgh  Perfect"  Fence  Staples;  Poultry  Netting 

Brands  of  Barbed  Wire;  Bright,         TfWPM  Staples;  Standard    Wire  Nails; 

Annealed  and  Galvanized  Wire.      'SCSQyQQv  Galvanized   Wire  Nails;  Large 

Hard  Spring  Coil  Wire;  Twisted      -^f^^^^Mo  Head  Roofing  Nails;  "Pittsburgh 

Cable  Wire;                                'z^h^Jsit'^JfsS  Perfect"  Fencing. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM=POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 


